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The Quest for Artifi cial Intelligence
Is Available NOW!

“Nilsson’s new book is a fascinating chronology of  
artificial intelligence, written by one of  the doyens of  
the field. It should appeal to a broad audience with 
its sweeping coverage of  topics ranging from game 
playing to computer vision and natural language 
processing.”

–Prabhakar Raghavan, Head of  Yahoo! Labs

“Nils’s book is a tour de force that serves as a 
valuable hiker’s guide through the twists and turns of  
the historical trails of  the first several decades of  the 
quest for artificial intelligence.” 

–Eric Horvitz, Microsoft Research and President 
of  the AAAI

“Nils Nilsson has written the definitive intellectual 
history of  Artificial Intelligence research; something 
that he himself  has been a key player in for over forty 
of  its 53 years. In this book he not only explains all of  
the major ideas and fashions in AI, but he traces how 
the ideas arose, where they arose and why. This well 
mannered book explains AI. All of  it.”

–Rodney Brooks, MIT Computer Science and Artificial 
Intelligence Laboratory

“With the investigatory skill of  a historian for the 
earliest work, personal recollections and reflections 
of  early work, and unprecedented access to current 
researchers; and with the wit of  a skilled author and teacher and the insight of  a founding father, Nils 
Nilsson is uniquely qualified to present this lucid, comprehensive, entertaining and balanced history of  AI.”

–Peter Norvig, Director of  Research, Google Inc.

The Quest for Artificial Intelligence
Nils J. Nilsson

This book is the definitive history of  the field of  artificial intelligence (AI), tracing its history from the 
dreams of  early pioneers to the more successful work of  today’s AI engineers. The book includes many 
diagrams and easy-to-understand descriptions of  AI programs that will help the casual reader gain an 
understanding of  how these and other AI systems actually work.

$120.00: Hardback: 978-0-521-11639-8: 578 pp.
$39.99: Paperback: 978-0-521-12293-1
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Cover illustration: Constructing a person looking into space. Etching from Hans De Vries:
Perspective [etc.], Leiden (1604-) 1605 (-1606).
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