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“These essays are the work of a genial, literate mind exploring a
wide range of issues mainly centered on the philosophy of
science and epistemology. . . . He has a knack for deflating the
latest fashionable claims early in the game, even before fashion
has set in."—Marx Wartofsky, Editor, The Philosophical Forum
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VALIDATION IN THE
CLINICAL THEORY %[b
OF PSYCHOANALYSIS %

A Study in the Philosophy of Psychoanalysis
by Adolf Gritnbaum

“The most formidable among the skeptics, who has made the credibility of
Freudian science (or lack of it) into an obsessive concern for a decade, is the
philosopher Adolf Griinbaum.” —Peter Gay, Yale University

Well over one half of this magisterial new volume constitutes a major sequel
to Griinbaum’s highly influential 1984 book The Foundations of Psycho-
choanalysis: A Philosophical Critigue, which Sidney Hook said ‘“‘has initiated a
new era in the discussion of the topic”” and Richard W. Miller in the Canadian
Journal of Philosophy called “‘the most sustained and powerful effortin our time
to make the philosophy of science useful, useful in the pursuit of theories and
evidence, and useful in the relief of suffering.”

Also hailing Foundations, Hans J. Eysenck wrote “it goes to the roots of psy-
choanalysis in amanner which other philosophers have tried to do, but have
conspicuously failed to achieve . . . a brilliant book by a razor-sharp intellect. . . .
the most important discussion of the topic. . .”” Morris Eagle in Philosophy of
Science termed it “a devastating critique of hermeneutic conceptualizations
and formulations.”

Now in this essential new volume Griinbaum—winner of ltaly’s 1989
Fregene Prize for outstanding achievement in the philosophy of science—
goes far beyond that earlier book to offer new original ideas on such fun-
damental themes as: the psychoanalytic theory of transference, the investi-
gative viability of the single-subject case study method, the placebo concept
across all of medicine and psychotherapy, Freud’s triadic psychology of
religious belief in theism, the dream theory, etc.

“__ . brilliant and incisive critical analysis of the nature of the scientific enter-
prise within psychoanalysis. . . . in a series of superbly reasoned and
vigorously argued papers, Griinbaum established a new level of criticism
that. . . demonstrates his superior sophistication about psychoanalysis com-
pared with those philosophers who participated in the celebrated debates of
1959.” —Philip S. Holzman, Harvard University
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