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To the Editor:
We’ve read the article by Khalil, et al entitled “Randomized Controlled Trial of Point-of-

Care Ultrasound Education for the Recognition of Tension Pneumothorax by Paramedics
in Prehospital Simulation” with great interest.1 The investigated disease is one which time-
sensitive intervention has an enormous effect on patient mortality. Thus, getting better at
prehospital management of tension pneumothorax becomes paramount of importance.

But while reading this article, there is a point which has caught our attention.
In the study design, one of the groups was educated how to spot pneumothorax only in

point-of-care ultrasound (POCUS) and not a complete evaluation of a patient with shock.2

That might lead said group to lean on looking for pneumothorax before any other condition
that could lead to shock. This could be another explanation for why the “US intervention”
group spotted pneumothorax before the control group and not any superiority of one group
over another at arriving to the correct diagnosis.

Although the researchers specifically mentioned the diagnosis of tension pneumothorax,
there is no different approach for POCUS with simple pneumothorax.

Nevertheless; today we knew that POCUS made diagnoses more accurate and faster in
the emergency department, but showing the effect on prehospital management is equally
important for better patient care.3 For that, we would like to thank the authors for their
contribution to the literature.
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