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Domestic abuse often begins or escalates during 
pregnancy, increasing the risk of adverse pregnancy 
outcomes and death of the woman and infant. 
Peacock and colleagues’ educational article – 
Identifying, understanding and responding to domestic 
abuse in the perinatal period [pp. 192–197] – presents 
the experience of a woman who was abused during 
pregnancy. It describes how to facilitate a disclosure 
and conduct an assessment and illustrates 
safeguarding duties alongside interventions.
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