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GABRIEL A. ALMOND is Professor of Political Science Emeritus at Stanford University.
He is the author of The American People and Foreign Policy and The Appeals of
Communism; and the co-author (with Sidney Verba) of The Civic Culture, and (with
G. Bingham Powell) of Comparative Politics: A Developmental Approach.

STEPHEN J. GENCO is a doctoral candidate in political science at Stanford University.
He is currently working on a dissertation that deals with the problem of explaining
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ing 1977-78, he will be teaching and doing research at Tel Aviv University. He has just
completed a book-length manuscript, The Politics of Faction: Christian Democratic Rule
in Italy.
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University. His dissertation employs the framework of authority patterns to analyze the
historical development of Europe and to compare it with other areas.
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(1974), and is currently engaged in a study of contemporary Chinese politics.
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ROBERT MANDEL is Assistant Professor of International Affairs at Lewis and Clark
College. He is currently engaged in research on perceptions, multinational corporations,
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on a study of the evolution of ethnic identity in multiethnic polities.
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ABSTRACTS

CLOUDS, CLOCKS, AND THE STUDY OF POLITICS

By G. A. ALMOND and S. J. GENCO

In its eagerness to become scientific, political science has in recent decades tended to
lose contact with its ontological base. It has tended to treat political events and phe-
nomena as natural events lending themselves to the same explanatory logic as is found
in physics and the other hard sciences. This tendency may be understood in part as a
phase in the scientific revolution, as a diffusion, in two steps, of ontological and methodo-
logical assumptions from the strikingly successful hard sciences: first to psychology and
economics, and then from these bellwether human sciences to sociology, anthropology,
political science, and even history. In adopting the agenda of hard science, the social
sciences, and political science in particular, were encouraged by the neopositivist school
of the philosophy of science which legitimated this assumption of ontological and meta-
methodological homogeneity. More recently, some philosophers of science and some
psychologists and economists have had second thoughts about the applicability to human
subject matters of strategy used in hard science.

STABILITY AND CHANGE IN EUROPEAN ELECTORATES

By A. ZUCKERMAN and M. I. LICHBACH

Arguing counter to the accepted positions of political sociology, we contend that
voters' decisions are best explained by the absence or presence of strong loyalties to
political parties rather than by social or economic factors. Hence, in areas where most
people have strong party attachments, marked change in the partisan division of the vote
occurs only when an exceptionally large number of new voters enters the electoral arena;
alterations in the social composition of a party's voters follow changes in the occupation
or social categories of those who consistently vote for the party. In presenting this argu-
ment, we analyze time-series data for Britain, West Germany, and Sweden which negate
the predicted development of "catch-all" electorates, and we test the relative power of
party and class variables as predictors of voting behavior in Butler's and Stokes's panel
study of British voters between 1963 and 1970.

POLITICAL CULTURE AND POLITICAL SYMBOLISM :

TOWARD A THEORETICAL SYNTHESIS

By L. DITTMER

The concept of political culture embraces some of the most basic, perennially fascinat-
ing concerns in behavioral political science; because of certain ambiguities in its theo-
retical formulation, however, there has been a tendency for the term to grow fuzzy with
continued use. Its connection with related concepts, such as political psychology, political
structure, and political language, has remained unclear, with the result that political
culture has been difficult to isolate as an independent variable. Thus it has come to
occupy a position on the periphery of politics, and is usually presumed to reinforce the
status quo.

This paper re-examines previous formulations of the concept and proposes a theoretical
synthesis. The analytical framework is derived from semiological theory, a branch of
science specifically designed for the analysis of meanings. The central variable is the
political symbol. By analyzing the interactions of political symbols within a comprehen-
sive semiological framework, the traditional concerns of political culture can be accom-
modated in a more precise and systematic way.
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T H E GLOBAL ECONOMY AND THE THIRD WORLD : COALITION OR CLEAVAGE ?

By D. C. SMYTH

Positions taken by delegations in the U.N. General Assembly during debates of the
Sixth and Seventh Special Sessions are analyzed to determine clustering on economic
issues and their sources. Third-World states took positions consistently distinct from
those of Eastern and Western countries, and economic attributes appear to explain this.
Differences within the Third World were not consistent, however, and were more
apparent in the Seventh Special Session. Divisions found between Third-World states on
issues such as resource allocations and monetary reform included: states with slow versus
fast economic growth rates; states dependent on Western versus Eastern aid; and
regional differences. Neither OPEC nor a "fourth world" appeared distinct from the
Third World as a whole. Coalitions, varying by issue, appeared to overlap to build the
Third-World "bloc."

POLITICAL GAMING AND FOREIGN POLICY MAKING DURING CRISES

By R. MANDEL

This article evaluates one means—political gaming—for coping with the distorted
processes and perceptions that are present in foreign policy making during crises. Polit-
ical games are exercises in which teams representing national governments meet and
discuss crisis situations presented in scenarios. American foreign policy makers have
engaged in this activity since the late logo's at the RAND Corporation, M.I.T., the
Pentagon, and the C.I.A. Several hypotheses are developed on the changes in decision-
making processes generated through political gaming, and on the nature of international
perceptions during crises, as reflected through political gaming. These hypotheses are
evaluated by means of data from the only unclassified professional-level games on inter-
national crises (those at RAND and M.I.T.), from a series of student games conducted
at Yale, and from insights gained by the author's direction of two C.I.A. games. The
results show that political gaming is indeed effective in improving decision making
during crises, and they introduce some new aspects into accepted wisdom about inter-
national perceptions during crises.

BRAUDEL'S MEDITERRANEAN—Un Defi Latin

By J. A. ARMSTRONG

Fernand Braudel's immense history of international politics in the sixteenth century
is significant for analytic social scientists from two standpoints—methodological and
substantive. Although Braudel does not pretend to present a theory of history or inter-
national relations, he utilizes a broad range of geographic and economic theory to pro-
vide a novel conceptual framework. He devotes particular attention to defining
boundaries in time and space. Braudel is highly innovative in his use of quantitative
techniques, as in his analysis of communications potentials to delineate the spatial con-
figurations of the sixteenth-century world. Just as Braudel's eclectic methodology sug-
gests alternatives to approaches dominant in North American social science, his
substantive emphasis on the pre-eminence of Latin civilization during the formative
period of the modern Western world provides an impressive alternative perspective to
the Whig interpretation of sixteenth-century history which has generally prevailed in
English-speaking countries.

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
43

88
71

00
01

69
93

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0043887100016993


A penetrating and fascinating study of Korea,
its history and its politics.

KOREAN
PHOENIX:
A Nation from the Ashes
By Michael Keon

Park Chung Hee
South Korea's leader
since 7967

Here is the just-published story of the heroic survival of a
people constantly beset by larger nations bent on domina-
tion. Far East expert Michael Keon illuminates the effect
of the past upon the present... traces the role of dynamic
leadership under President Park Chung Hee in the moderni-
zation of a nation... and shows how the new Korea has,
Phoenix-like, risen triumphantly from its own ashes.

ISBN 0-13-516823-6 240 pp. Clothbound $10.00

Prentice/Hall International
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey 07632
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NOTICE TO OUR READERS

Thirtieth Anniversary Issue

October 1978 will mark the 30th anniversary of the initial appearance
of WORLD POLITICS. Through the years, the study of international
relations and national development has evolved in a series of changing
emphases on conceptual approaches, subject matter, and analytical tech-
niques. The editors believe that the 30th anniversary of the journal
provides an appropriate opportunity to encourage an evaluation of the
themes and methods developed over the past generation, and in particu-
lar a discussion of those that seem most promising for the years ahead.
They therefore would like to mark this occasion by devoting all or
part of an issue to papers concerned with a critique of and the outlook
for research trends in international relations and national development.

The editors have chosen to open the proposed anniversary issue to all
prospective contributors rather than to commission papers for this
purpose. They invite the submission of manuscripts that focus on broad
retrospective and prospective views of the study of world politics. Papers
received in response to this invitation will be given priority, but must
conform to our regular rules and will be handled under normal edi-
torial procedures. Manuscripts submitted for the anniversary issue
should be so marked; they should be received before October 1, 1977,
and should preferably be no longer than 10,000 words, including foot-
notes.
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