
The semi-vowel and consonant
systems

4.1 Semi-vowels

Some sounds in Irish have a very limited usage in actual pronunciation. A
good example is the fact that /y/ is needed only initially in Irish (as opposed
to Scottish Gaelic where it is found non-initially). Another example is the
fact that while slender dhlgh 1)1 and slender ch Ix'l are found initially in all
dialects, only in Donegal and Connacht are slender dhlgh 1)1 and slender c h
Ix'l necessary medially. Yet despite the restricted occurrence of such sounds
in actual pronunciation, an underlying broad dhlgh /y/, slender dhlgh 1)1,
broad bh /w/ and broad mh /•#/ are required in order to explain the relation-
ship which exists between certain forms.

4.1.1 Slender fricatives
Here the conversion of a semi-vowel slender ch Ix'l or slender bhlmh fv'l to
1)1 is our main concern; but the further change dhlgh /)/ to /g7 is also
discussed.

4.1.1(i) Treatment of slender ch Ix'l and slender dh/gh 1)1. The various
developments of slender ch Ix'l and slender dhlgh 1)1 in the major dialects are
illustrated in Table 4.1.

In summary it can be said that slender ch Ix'l either must be preserved as
in cloiche /klox'a/ (D, Mo) or be changed to /h/ as in cloiche /kloha/ (M) or
be changed to / j / following an unstressed vowel. Conversely, slender dhlgh
1)1 is changed to slender ch Ix'l as in cruaidh fkmisx'/ (Mo).

It must be pointed out that, although the convention in Irish is to spell the
plural of eadach 'cloth' as eadaighe (or more recently eadai), from a mor-
phological point of view, we are dealing with a plural formed by slendering
with the addition of the vowel -e /a/ (see 7.3.2), i.e. eadaiche (-> /eidi:/). [The
addition of an underlying /a/ is necessary to allow for the difference
between, for instance eadach 'cloth', plural /eidi:/ and bromach 'colt', plural
/bruma/ (Cf).] Similarly, although the genitive of bealach 'way' is
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conventionally spelt bealaigh, showing the slender gh / j / , this is morphologi-

cally a case of a genitive formed by slendering [see 6.3.1(i)]. There are one

or two noteworthy exceptions to the general rules as shown in Table 4.1. For

instance in the genitive of teach (M, C) 'house', which is based on tighe

(M, C) (now conventionally spelt ti), slender ch /x'/ is changed to / j / rather

than Ihl, i.e. / f ix's/ -. iViifil (-»/fill).

Table 4.1 Treatment of slender ch /x'/ and slender dh/gh / j / in major dialects

Dialect After a short After a long After /a/
stressed vowel stressed vowel

Unstressed word
final position

cloiche gen. of cruaidh 'hard' eadaighe
cloch 'stone' 'clothes'

bealaigh, gen.of
bealach 'way'

Donegal /kLOX'3/ /kruraj/

(-. /b'ali:/)

Mayo

Cois Fhairrge

Munster

/kLOx'a/

Ihl /kloha/
(-./kLo:/)

W /kloha/

M /kruiax'/
(except after
/ii/ fraoich
H/friij/
(-/fti:/))

/kniiaj/
(-. /krura/)

/kruraj/
(-. /krurag'/)

/j / /eidaja/
(-̂  /e:di:/)

Ife/b'alsj/
(-./b'ali:/)

(-> /b'ala/)

* /b'alaj/
(-. /b'alag'/)

4.1.1(ii) Interchange between slender dh/gh /j/ and slender g IQ'I. There is a

major rule in Munster which changes slender dh/gh / j / to IQ'I, e.g.:

(1) cruaidh /kruisj/ -> /kru:ag7 'hard'

d'eirigh (Sean) /d'air'aj/ -> /d'air'ag'/ (M) '(Sean) got up'

However, between a finite verbal form and a pronoun subject, the rule does

not take effect:

(2) d'eirigh se /d'air'sj/ (-»/d'air'a/) 'he got up'

Two grades of word boundary need to be distinguished and for convenience

the boundary between the finite verbal form and a pronoun subject might be
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labelled a 'weak' word boundary as opposed to a 'strong' boundary where no
subject pronoun follows.

There are sporadic examples of this rule in other dialects, e.g. Seoighe
'Surname' as /s'org'a/ (Cn).

4.1.1(iii) Development of slender bh/mh Is'I, The various treatments of
slender bh/mh Is'j are illustrated in Table 4.2.

Table 4.2 Treatment of slender bh/mh /s'/ in major dialects

Dialect

Donegal

Mayo

Connemara

Munster

After short
stressed vowel

nimhe gen. of
nimh 'poison'

/N'iv'a/

/N'iv'a/

/N'iv'a/

HI /n'ij'a/
h /n'i:/)

After /a/
(non-final)

gainimhe gen. of
gaineamh,
Gaillimhe gen.
of Gaillimh
'Galway'

/ j / /gan'aja/
(-> /gan'i:/)

/gaii/av'a/

/J/ /gai/aja/
(-> /ga'l'i:/)

Unstressed word
final position

gaineamh/
gainimh 'sand'

/gan'av'/
(Mn, Gd)

/ j / /gan'av'/
(/gan'aj/ -•
/gan'i:/)

/ j / /gan'aj/
(-> /gan'a/)

/gan'av'/

Before consonant
(except /s/)

nimhneach
'poisonous'
(nimhneas
'poisonousness')

/N'iv'n'ax/
(-> /N'iv'N'ax/)

/N'iv'n'ax/
(-»/N'iv'N'ax/)

/N'iv'n'as/
(-»/N'iv'N'as/)

/j/ /n'ijn'ax/
(-> /n'iin'ax/)

Examples are scarce and it is necessary to use the word for 'sand' in which gender
(and consequently inflection) fluctuate: see 7.1.2.

In summary, slender bh/mh Is'I must either be preserved or changed to /j/ . As
can be seen from Table 4.2, the change to slender / j / is needed more
frequently in Munster than elsewhere.

There are some exceptions to the general rules shown in Table 4.2. In
Mayo, after a neutral vowel /a/, slender bh/mh fs'j is retained in tairbhe
/tar'sv'a/ 'benefit' and, presumably under Galway influence, in Gaillimhe
/gai/av'a/, gen. of Gaillimh 'Galway'.

In Connemara slender bh/mh /v°7 is changed to / j / in scribhneoir
/s'k'r'iiJN'oir'/ (-» /s'k'r'i:N'o:r'/) 'writer' and presumably under Munster
influence, in the adjective Muimhneach /miyn'ax/ (-»/miai'ax/) 'Munsterman'.
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In Munster, the general rule is that slender mhlbh (i.e. /Sf'f) is changed to
/j / as in:

(3) nimhe /n'ija/ (-> /n'i:/), gen. of nimh 'poison'
aimhleas /ajl'as/ (-»/ail'as/) 'disadvantaage'
deimhin /d'ejanV (-»/d'ain'/) 'certain'
duibhe /dija/ (-»/di:/) comparative of dubh 'black'
goibhni/gcjn'ii/ (-»/gain'ii/ -»/gai'rj'i:/) (Mk) 'smiths'

There are, however, exceptions such as:

(4) uimhir liy'QX'l 'number'
soibhir /sev'arV 'rich'

Interestingly, while soibhreas is /sev'ar'as/ 'wealth', the pronunciation
/sair'as/ is needed in Munster verse.

4.1.1(iv) Random change of slender dh/gh /j/ to l\'l. There is a very
restricted minor rule which is in effect the opposite rule to that treated above.
Under this rule slender dh/gh / j / -»/v7 in examples such as:

(5) guidhe /gija/ -»/giv'a/ (C) 'praying'
eidhean /ejan/ -• /ev'an/ (Tm) [(-»/ev'SN/ (Cn)] 'ivy'
tighthi/t'ijhii/ -* /t'iv'h'i:/ (-. /t'if'i:/) (Er) 'houses'

/hej/ -»/hev'/ (Dn, Mk) 'chose'

There is, in fact, another even more restricted minor rule which is the
voiceless equivalent of the change / j / -»/v'/- Under this rule slender ch /x'/ is
changed to slender//f7 in examples such as:

(6) cluiche /klix'a/ -> /klif 3/ (C) 'game'
doicheall /dex'aL/ -»/def'aL/ (C) 'inhospitability'

All the rules noted concerning slender fricatives in 4.l.l(i-iv) must be
applied before the merger of semi-vowels with neighbouring vowels (see
4.1.3) and before the removal of semi-vowels (see 4.1.4).

4.1.2 The voiced velar fricative
As was pointed out in 4.1, apart from word-initial position, the status of the
voiced velar fricative /y/ is purely theoretical. The voiced velar fricative
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broad dh/gh /y/ in the underlying forms is changed in ways which corre-
spond to those of the palatal fricative dh/gh / j / . Yet broad dh/gh /y/ is
changed to /x/ and /w/, which is exactly the reverse of the changes to slender
ch In'I and slender bhlmh f\'l to / j / which were dealt with in 4.1.1.

There are five different ways in which the velar fricative must be changed
as shown in Figure 4.1:

Figure 4.1 Changes required for broad dh/gh /y/

Ixl

/Of

0
/w/ -> lil

(i)
(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

4.1.2(i) Broad dh/gh /y/ changed to /d/. This change is required in verbal
forms which are immediately followed by a personal subject pronoun, e.g.

(7) bhriseadh se /v'r'is'ay s'ei/ -» /v'r'is'ad s'e:/ (-» /v'r'is'at s'e:/)
(C, D) 'he used to break'

This rule operates in Connacht and Donegal but not in Munster and would
appear to be optional in parts of Connemara.

4.1.2(ii) Broad dh/gh /y/ changed to /xl. This devoicing of broad dh/gh /y/
to /xl is needed after the change of broad dh/gh /y/ -»/d/ treated in 4.1.2(i), so
that it is now possible to state a rule that in Connemara and Munster any
broad dh/gh /y/ which remains in a finite verbal form (excluding the
impersonal form) must be changed to /x/:

(8) bhriseadh /v'r'is'ay/ -> /v'r'is'ax/ 'used to break'

In Donegal and Mayo /y/ -» /w/ [see 4.1.2(v)] -» /u:/ [see 4.1.3(ii)], e.g.
bhriseadh /v'r'is'u:/. In West Kerry this devoicing is also required in the
impersonal briseadh /b'r'is'ay/ -»/b'r'is'sx/ (Dn) 'one broke'.

4.1.2(iii) Broad dh/gh /y/ changed to IQI. This rule affects the impersonal
form in certain Munster dialects, e.g. -(e)adh /b'r'is'gy/ -* /b'r'is'ag/ (Mk).
There are further sporadic examples where this change is necessary, e.g.:
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(9) carghas (/karyas/ -») /kargas/ -> /karegas/ (D) 'Lent'
Fearghal (/f'aryal/ -») /f'argal/-> /f'aragal/ (D) (a man's name)
blioghan /b'l'iysn/ -»/b'l'igan/ (Mn) 'milking'

4.1.2(iv) Removal of broad dh/gh Ay/. Broad d/i/gft /y/ is removed after a
stressed long vowel, e.g.:

(10) tuagh /tu:ay/ -»/tuia/' an axe'

On the removal of/y/ a preceding short vowel is lengthened, e.g.:

(11) leaghadh /L'ayay/ -> /i/aiy/ [-»/L'aiw/ (Cn)] 'melting'
bleaghan /bl'ayan/ -» /b'l'ain/ [-> /bi'aiN/) (Cn)] 'milking'
faghann /faysN/ -»/faiN/ [ -»/faiN/ (Cn)] 'gets'

The broad dh/gh /y/ is needed in the underlying forms of these words in
order to allow for the relationships between, e.g. bligh 'milk' and bleaghan
(now conventionally spelt Mean ) 'milking' or the relationship between
leaghann /L'OSN/ (Cn), ledighim /i/aijam'/ (Er) and leigheann /l'ain/ (M),
/L'eiN/ (D) 'melts'. For further discussion of this variation between broad
dh/gh /y/ and slender d/z/#A / j / see 4.2.2(ii).

In Munster, following an unstressed short vowel and immediately before
a word boundary, /y/ is removed, e.g. briseadh /b'r'is'ay/ -» /b'r'is'a/
'breaking'.

It is important that the two previous rules (i.e. broad dh/gh /y/ changed to
/x/ and /g/) precede this rule so that other finite forms ending in broad dh /y/,
e.g. bhriseadh /b'r'is'ax/ 'used to break' and (in parts of Munster) the imper-
sonal form in the past, e.g. briseadh /b'r'is'ag/ 'one broke' are excluded here.

4.1.2(v) Broad dh/gh /y/ is changed to /w/. This rule is needed subsequent
to the four rules in 4.1.2(i-iv). In this way any broad dh/gh /y/ which has not
already been altered or removed is now changed to /w/, e.g. briseadh
/b'r'is'ay/ -» /b'r'is'aw/ 'breaking', which is subsequently realized as
/b'r'is'u:/ (Mo) or /b'r'is'a/ (Cn). The change of/w/ to /f/ is treated in 4.2.3.

4.1.3 Merger of semi-vowels with neighbouring vowels
Basically we are dealing here with two rules which involve the merging of
the semi-vowels broad bhlmh /w/ and slender dh/gh 1)1 with either a follow-
ing or a preceding vowel. The semi-vowels have much in common and
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indeed they are dealt with here by the same two rules. The result of this
merger, irrespective of which rule is involved, is that where there is a slender
dhlgh 1)1 the sound /i:/ will emerge, and where there is a broad bhlmh /w/ the
sound /u:/ will emerge.

4.1.3(0 Slender dh/gh 1)1 or broad bh/mh /w/followed by a short vowel.
This first rule stated in its broadest terms deals with the case of slender
dhlgh 1)1 or broad bhlmh /w/ when followed by a short vowel. Essentially this
rule is intended to handle examples involving slender dhlgh / j / :

(12) pdighe /paya/ -• /pa:i:/) (-»/pad:/) (Cn) 'pay'
Idighe /Lays/ -»/La:i:/ (-»/uaii'J) (Cn) ioy, spade'
nuaidheacht /nuiapxt/ -> /nu:i:xt/ (Cn) 'news'
truaighe /truiaja/ -> /truiai:/ (Cn) 'pity'
leighim /i/eyam'/ -»/i/eim'/ (Cn) 'I read'

There are some important restrictions on the rule. In the first place if the
slender dhlgh 1)1 or broad bhlmh /w/ is preceded by an unstressed vowel it
must come under the second general rule [see 4.1.3(ii)]. Secondly, where the
preceding vowel is long only slender dhlgh 1)1 (and not broad bhlmh /w/) is
involved, e.g. ndmhaid /Naiwad'/ 'enemy' (C,D). Thirdly, there is a
geographical restriction in that Donegal and Mayo are excluded, so that there
slender dhlgh /)/ is retained:

(13) pdighe /paya/ (D, Mo)
leighim /i/eyam'/ (D, Mo)

A fourth restriction is that in the case of a short vowel preceding slender
dhlgh 1)1 the rule takes effect only if it is a high vowel, e.g.:

(14) fioghachdn /f'ijaxam/ -• /f'iiixa:n/ -> /f'i:xa:n/ 'weaving'

Where slender dhlgh / j / is preceded by mid-vowels or low vowels a
diphthong or, in the case of Donegal, a long vowel [see 4.1.3(iii)] is required,
e.g.:

(15) leigheas /i/ejas/ -> /i/ais/ (C), /l'ais/ (M) 'cure'
bodhar /bawr/ -»/baur/ (C) 'deaf
adharc /ajark/ -> /airk/ (C), /eirk/ (M) 'horn'
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Finally, morpheme boundaries play a part, in the case of the adjectival suffix
-mhar where there is variation. An example is greannmhar /g'r'aiNwar/ (Cf)
beside /g'r'aNwar/ -»/g'r'arawar/ [ -»/g'r'anawar/) (Mk) -> /g'r'anuir/ (M,
Er)] 'amusing'. Another case in point is the Munster second plural past
ending -abhair as in dheineabhair 'you made' /jin'awar'/ (Dn, Rg) beside
/jin'uir'/ (Mk).

4.1.3(ii) Slender dh/gh /j/ or broad bh/mh /w/preceded by a short vowel.
This second rule deals with the case of slender dh/gh / j / or /w/ preceded by a
short vowel. Essentially this rule is to handle examples such as:

(16) talamhan(a) /talawan/ -» /talum/ [ -» /ta:m:N/ (Cn)] [ -> /taluina/
(Mo)], gen. of talamh 'ground'
caillighe /kai/aja/ -»/kaL'ii/, gen. of cailleach 'hag'
ualaighe /uiaLaja/ -»/urau:/, plural of ualach 'load'
bealaigh /b'alaj/ -»/b'ali:/, gen. bealach 'way'

The conventional spelling of these words would now be ta/Mrc, cai'///,
bealaigh but the retention of an underlying /w/ or slender dh/gh / j / is
demanded by the morphology in all of the forms in (16).

Once again, there are some limitations which must be placed on the
general statement of the second rule.

Where the preceding short vowel is an epenthetic vowel, operation of the
rule is optional, at least in parts of Connemara, e.g.

(17) marbh /marew/ - /maim:/ ' dead'
garbh /garaw/~/garu:/ 'rough'

On the other hand, it does not seem to be optional in, e.g. talamhan /taluin/
(M) [ -» /taiLuiN/ (Cn)] where the semi-vowel is followed by a vowel with a
subsequent consonant.

The final /w/ of the impersonal form also proves exceptional in that in
Connemara the merger rule is optional, e.g. briseadh /b'r'is'3w/~/b'r'is'u:/
(Cn) 'one broke'. In Mayo, the rule comes into play only where there is no
other semi-vowel in the underlying form (i.e. Category 1 verbs; see 8.1.2),
e.g. briseadh /b'r'is'aw/ ~ /b'r'is'u:/ 'one broke'. For Category 2 verbs see
4.2.3.

There is a further limitation when the vowel and semi-vowel are followed
by a word boundary, that is to say, when they are in word final position. In
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this case the rule will not apply in Connemara due to the removal of semi-
vowels (see 4.1.4):

(18) bealaigh /b'ataj/ -»/b'aila/ (-»/b'xiiaf) (Cn), gen. of bealach 'way'

In Munster, however, as dhlgh 1)1 has previously changed to /g7 (e.g.
bealaigh /b'alag'/, gen. of bealach 'way'), the restriction here need only
apply to the weak boundary between a verb form and personal pronoun due
to the removal of semi-vowels [see 4.1.4(i)]:

(19) d'eirigh se /d'air'aj s'e:/ (-. /d'air'a s'e:/) 'he rose'

There is one other limitation which is important. If the preceding vowel is
stressed, for the rule to take effect that vowel must be a high one. This means
there are examples such as:

(20) nimhe /N'iv'a/ -> /N'ija/ -> /N'i»/ -»/N'i:/ (-»/n'i:/) (M), gen. of nimh
'poison'
tighe /t'ija/ -» /t'iia/ -»/t'ii/ (C, M), gen. of teach (C), f/gft (M) 'house'

On the other hand mid-vowels and low vowels generally will be diphthong-
ized, e.g.:

(21) loighe /Leja/ -»/Lai/ (Cn) 'lying'
leabhar /i/awar/ -> /L'aur/ (C, M) 'book'
adharc /ajark/ -. /airk/ (C), /oirk/ (M) 'horn'

These two general rules discussed above will come into operation after
vowel separation (see 3.2), in order to allow here for differences between
front and back vowels, and also subsequent to the development of fricatives,
as they are needed for this rule. They must, however, be applied before
Stress-shift 2 (see 2.8.3), as the long vowels which emerge here may receive
the accent.

4.1.3(iii) The diphthongs /aj/, /ej/ are changed to /e:/ and /aw/, /ow/ are
changed to loxl. There is another change needed for Donegal and sporadical-
ly for Connacht which must be implemented prior to the two rules under dis-
cussion in 4.1.3(i-ii). Under this rule /ej/, /aj/ are changed to /e:/ and /aw/
and /ow/ are changed to /o:/, e.g.:
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(22) adharc /ajsrk/ •* /e:rk/ (D) ' horn'
leigheann /L'ejaN/ -»/i/e:N/ (D) 'melts'
tabhair /tawar'/ -> /toir'/ (D, C) 'give'
leabhar /L'awar/ -. /L'OST/ (D) 'book'
ftod/iar /bowar/ -> /bo:r/ (D) 'deaf

A similar rule must be implemented at this point for Clare by which /aw/ or
/ow/ would give /o:/, e.g.:

(23) amhrdn /awrain/ -> /6ira:n/ (-+ /uirain/ (see 3.3.4) 'song'
samhradh /sawraw/ -+ /s6:raw/ (-»/su:ra/) 'summer'

There must be some exchange between /w/ and /w/ in the underlying forms.
It would appear for example that Donegal amhrdn /o:ra:n/ 'song' should be
derived from abhrdn, as /o:/ is conditioned by bh but not by mh. The
pronunciation /oirain/ (C) is exceptional in Connacht and must be a sporadic
example of the Donegal rule. In the same way, Donegal deamhan /d'oin/
'demon' would require an underlying deabhan, presumably influenced by
diabhal 'devil'.

4.1.4 Removal of final semi-vowel

4.1.4(i) Main rule. This rule is required to remove a final /w/ or / j / . In
Donegal or Mayo, a semi-vowel is lost after a long vowel only when
followed by a personal subject pronoun: leigh se /l'eij s'e:/ -+ /l'e: s'e:/ 'he
read'. On the other hand, the semi-vowel must be preserved if there is a
normal word boundary, e.g.

(24) leigh Sean /l'eij s'ain/ (D, Mo) 'Sean read'
dligheadh /d'l'irw/ (D, Mo) 'law'
ceannaiodh /k'amiw/ (D, C) (-> /k'amif/ (Er) [see 4.2.3]) 'one
bought'

After any short vowel the semi-vowel is removed.
In Connemara, the final semi-vowel is not removed in the (past) imper-

sonal form, e.g. briseadh /b'r'is'aw/ 'one broke' or following an epenthetic
vowel, e.g. marbh /maraw/ 'dead'. The rule is optional in the case of /w/
after a short stressed vowel as in dubh /du/ or /duw/ 'black'. In all other
cases /w/ or slender dhlgh / j / is removed, e.g.
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(25) leigh Sean /I 'e:j s 'am/ -»/I 'ei s 'a:n/ (-> /I 'e: s 'aiiu/) ' Sean read'
dligheadh /d'l'iiw/ -»/d'l'i:/ 'law'
deanamh /d'imaw/ -»/d'ima/ (-> /d'iiN'a/) 'doing, making'
briseadh /b'r'is'aw/ -> /b'r'is'a/ 'breaking'

In Munster, the removal of a final semi-vowel is not required. Final /y/ was
removed previously [see 4.1.2(iv)]. The rule does not affect /w/ as can be
seen in an example such as deanamh /d'earaw/ (-»/d'ianaw/) (M) 'doing'.

4.1.4(ii) Three Munster rules. There are three Munster rules which must be
considered at this point. Firstly there is the removal of final /i:/ following a
long syllable in examples such as:

(26) pdighe (/paya/ -») /pa:i:/ -»/pa:/ (M) 'pay'
sleibhe (/s'l'eiv'a/ -. /s'l'eija/ -» ) /si'eii:/ -> /s'l'e:/ (M) gen. of
sliabh 'mountain'
truaighe (/truiaja/ -») /tru:ai:/ -»/tru:a/ (M) 'pity'
cruaidhe (/kruiaja/ -» ) /kru:ai:/ -» /krua/ (M) comparative of
cruaidh 'hard'

Secondly there is the removal of final /w/ following a stressed d /a:/, ao /e:/,
or /o /iia/. Examples are:

(27) /dm/ja /laiwa/ -. /lara/ (-. /la:/) (M) 'hands'
Idmhacdn /La:waka:n / -» /La:aka:n/ ( -» /la:ka:n/ ) (Mk)
'crawling'
tabhacht /ta:waxt/ -»/taraxt/ (-»/taixt/) (M) 'importance'
faobhar /feiwar/ -»/feiar/ (-»/fe:r/) (M) 'keen edge'
saoghal (/seryal/ -») /seiwal/ -»/seial/ (-»/seil/) (M) 'life'
riabhach /riiawax/ -»/riiaax/ (-»/riiax/) (M) 'speckled'
diabhal /d'irawal/ -»/d'iiaal/ (-»/d'i:al/) (M) 'devil'

Thirdly there is the removal of medial / j / following a stressed vowel (except
in the case of a low vowel) as in an example such as scribhneoir
(/s'k'r'i:v'n'o:r7 ->) /s'k'r'i:jn'o:r7 -> /s'k'r'hn'or'/ (M) 'writer'.

4.1.5 Treatment of semi-vowel broad mh Wl as a consonant
The semi-vowel /w/ has the quality of a consonant when it comes before a
stressed vowel, though often, depending on the dialect, becoming a labiodental
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slender /v/, particularly in Munster. However the symbol /w/ has been
retained and used in the phonetic transcription throughout this account.

The semi-vowel /w/ must be given a consonantal quality after a stressed
/a/ in West Connemara and South Mayo, e.g.:

(28) gamhain /gawan'/ (West Cn, South Mo) 'calf
samhradh /sawra/ (West Cn), /sawru:/ (South Mo) 'summer'
cleamhnas /k'l'awnas/ (West Cn, South Mo) 'match'

This consonantal quality is not needed in the case of bh /w/ as opposed to /w/
in:

(29) leabhar /i/aur/ (Ca, Tm) 'book'
gabhar /gaur/ (Ca, Tm) 'goat'

This internal development of mh /w/ as a consonant following stressed /a/ is
also necessary as a minor rule in Munster dialects, e.g.:

(30) amhrdn /au'ra:n/ (Dn) ~ /ava'rain/ (Dn, Mk) 'song'
amharc /avark/ (Mk) 'sight'

4.1.6 Defricatization of the semi-vowels broad mhlbh /w/ and slender
mhlbh /v'/
In Connemara and sporadically in other dialects /w/ or f\'l may interchange
with /m(')/ before /s(')A e.g.:

(31) treimhse /t'r'eiv's'a/ -»/t'r'eim's'a/ (Rm) 'period'
damhsa /daiwsa/ -»/daimsa/ (West Cn) 'dancing'
Idimhsiughadh (/LOIV'S'U:/ -» ) /Laiv's'u:/ -> /Laim's'u:/ (Cf)
'handling'
domsa ~ domhsa /do:sa/ (M) /du:sa/ (C, D) 'to me'

In Munster dialects there is an optional defricatization of bhlmh or ph following
-m, the form of mo /ma/ 'my' after a preposition ending in a vowel, e.g. / m
bolg /am bolag/~/am wolag/ 'in my stomach'(Mk).

It may also be mentioned in passing that there is in Connemara a
defricatization of slender bh /v'/ in monosyllabic second plural personal
pronouns, e.g. sibh / s i b ' / 'you', libh / l ' ib ' / ( ~ /l'iib'/) 'with you' as
opposed to disyllabic second plural personal pronouns where the second
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syllable is exceptionally pronounced with a long ; /i:/, e.g. oraibh /ori:/ 'on
you', asaibh /asi:/ 'out of you'. This rule is a late one as it applies after the
lengthening in place of th/ch /h/ in Cois Fhairrge (see 2.7), e.g. futhaibh
'under you' /fuihav'/ -> /fuiv'/ -> /fu:b'/.

4.1.7 Treatment of/h/

4.1.7(i) Fricatization of /h(')/. The close relationship between /h'/ and /x'/
has already been seen in the discussion of the slender fricatives (see 4.1.1).
Here, however, we are dealing with an underlying slender th /h'/ which
changes to slender /x'/ following a stressed vowel and under certain cond-
itions.

This change appears to be a major and obligatory rule in Donegal and
Mayo, e.g.:

(32) caith /kax'/ (D, Mo) 'throw'
rith /rix'/ (D, C) 'run'
maith /max'/ (D, Mo) 'good'

There are however some restrictions. The slender th Pa.'I remains (eventually
changing to /h/ in most dialects excepting Ring) before /i:/, in a personal
verbal ending or before a consonant, e.g.:

(33) caithfidh /kahi:/ (D, Mo) 'will throw'
chaith me /xah m'e:/ (-»/xa m'e:/) 'I threw'
caithtear /kah't'ar/ (-»/kat'ar/) 'one throws'

Lastly, the change does not take place between two vowels where diphthong-
ization (see 3.5.1) has taken place, e.g.:

(34) soitheach /saihah / - /sex'ah / (Gd) /saihax/ ~ /sex'ax/ (Er)
'vessel'

This change is not normally found in Munster. In Connemara it is a minor
rule applying, optionally, to words such as:

(35) rith /rix'/ (D, C) 'run'
rdithe /ra:x'a/ (D, C) 'three month period'
oiche /i:x'g/ (D, C) 'night'
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A similar change also is required as part of a different sort of development.
This /h'/ is the result of a lenition of initial /s ' / or It'I when followed by a
long vowel. In Connemara and Tourmakeady it must be a high back vowel,
i.e. u, when /h'/ is the result of lenited It'I. In Donegal and Mayo and in
Munster (with some few exceptions) only /h'/ from /s7 is changed before a
long back vowel, e.g.:

(36) (a) Shedin /x'ain'/ 'Sean!'
sheol /x'oil/ 'sailed'
shiuil/x'uil(')/ 'walked'
(a) shiopa /x'upa/ (Cn) '(his) shop'
(nuair a) thiocfainn /x'ukaN'/ (Cn, Tm), /hukaN'/ (D, M) '(when) I
would come'
(a) thiubharfainn /x'uiraN'/ (Cn, Tm) '(which) I would give'

There is yet another environment where /h/ will be changed to /x/ but this
seems to be limited to certain dialects such as Ring. The rule is needed
following a stressed vowel and preceding a word boundary or certain types
of morpheme boundary, e.g.:

(37) gaoth /ge:x/ (Rg) 'wind'
Hath /l'iiax/ (Rg) 'grey'
leath /I'ax/ (Rg) 'half
riothadar /r'uxadar/ (Rg) 'they ran'

It can also occur sporadically in compounds such as trathnona /traixnuino/
(Rg) 'afternoon'.

All the above changes of slender thlsh /h'/ to /x'/ will naturally take effect
before /h7 is changed to /h/ or indeed before any removal of /h/.

Finally, certain Donegal dialects show the reverse process, that is the
substitution of /h/ for original broad ch /x/, e.g.:

(38) luchog /mhag/ (Gd) 'mouse'
Gaelach /geilah/ (Gd) 'Irish'

4.1.7(ii) Removal of/hi. There are three different contexts in which /h/ must
be removed: firstly, adjacent to another consonant; secondly, in word final
position where the next word does not begin with a vowel, and thirdly,
between two vowels.
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The case of /h/ adjacent to a consonant is obviously closely connected with
the whole question of devoicing (see 4.2.3). It is difficult to say quite how much
voice is retained by the sonants in any particular dialect. This whole question is
no doubt further connected with the rule by which /ih/ is changed to /hr/ [see
4.2.6(v)]. The discussion here is confined to the second and third contexts.

In Munster, both in word final position and between vowels, broad, th /h/
is quite stable. Notwithstanding this, it is generally removed following a long
vowel when preceding the morpheme -as /as/:

(39) gndthas Ignais/ 'custom'
dluthas /dims/ 'density'

In Donegal, in word final position broad th /hi is removed after a long vowel,
but generally remains after a short vowel, e.g.:

(40) fdth I fail (D) 'reason'
dath /dah/ (D) 'colour'
leath /L'ah/ (D) 'half

In some Donegal dialects following /a/ a glottal stop is needed, e.g.:

(41) fathach /fa?ax/ - /fahax/ -> /faix/ (Tn)' giant'

In Mayo, following /u/, the removal of /h/ is not required as it has been altered
to /w/ prior to this rule, which in turn is changed to /f/ under a general rule in
the dialect which changes /w/ to IV before a word boundary (see 4.2.3):

(42) guth /guh/ -> /guw/ (-> /guf/) (Mo) 'voice'
gruth /gruh/ -»/gruw/ (-• /gruf/) (Mo) 'curd'

On the other hand, between vowels broad th /h/ must normally be removed
after a long a in examples such as:

(43) soldthar /solaihar/ -> /solaiar/ (-»/sola:r/) 'provision'
gndthach /gnaihax/ -»/gnaiax/ (-> /gna:x/ -> /gra:x/) (Mo) 'usual'

In the west of Connemara, /h/ is not removed medially. However, in Cois
Fhairrge (and the Aran Islands) the removal of broad th fh/ is needed in
almost all positions except in word-initial position. Examples are:
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(44) luath /Lu:ah/ -»/luis/ (Cn) 'early'

guth /guh/ -> /gu/ (Cn) 'voice'

mdthair (/maihar'/ -> ) /maihar'/ (West Cn) -» /ma:r'/ (Cf)

'mother'

cuthach /kuhsx/ (West Cn) -»/ku:x/ (Cf) 'frenzy'

bothar /boihar/ (West Cn) ->/bo:r/ (Cf) 'road'

gearrtha (/g'airha/ -») /ga:rha/ (West Cn) -»/g'aira/ (Cf) 'cut'

Nevertheless, at certain boundaries the removal of /h/ is optional, e.g.

(45) dathuil /dahuil'/ - /daul'/ (Cf) 'beautiful'

/<? haghaidh /l'e hai/ - /l'ai/ (Cf) 'for'

nd himigh /NO: him'a/ ~ /NO: im'a/ (Cf) [see also 6.2.3(i)] 'don't go

off.

4.2 Consonants

4.2.1 Overview of system

The following table is a basic outline of the underlying consonantal system.

Table 4.3 Outline of consonantal system

/p/
Pol
Ifl
(/w/)
(/w/)
/ml

Broad consonant

N
Id/
Is/

M
/g/
(M
(/Y/)
(/n/)
M
(/I/O
/L/

W
1*1

/hi

/P7
/b7
Ifl
(/v7)
(/v7)
Im'l

Slender consonant

/t7
/d7
/s7

/k7
/g7
(/x7) /h7
(/j/)
(/n7)
/N7

(/IT)
/ L 7

(/r7)
/R7

The sounds bracketed in the table occur initially only as a result of

lenition. The tense quality is often lost in /L(')A /N( ' ) / or /R(')A depending on

the dialect in question. The /h'/ is usually realized as /h/ [or /x7, see 4.1.7(i)].

There are occasional words with an initial bh/mh, e.g. bhiog /v'iig/ (Cf)

'sudden jump', mhuing /wirj'g/ (Cf) 'mane'.
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There are several good reasons for the retention of a distinction between b h
/w/ and mh /$/. In the first place, when the semi-vowel is removed its nasal
quality may be retained in the vowel:

(46) comhairle /k5:rL3/ (Er) 'advice'
romhat /r6:t/ (Er) 'before you'

In Connemara, Tourmakeady, Ring and in Dunquin the nasal causes the
previous vowel to be raised, e.g. romhat /ro:t/ -> /ru:t/ (see 3.3.4). In addition
to this, in West Connemara and Mayo, the consonantal quality is preserved in
words with an original mh /w/ but not where there is an original bh Ml (see
4.1.5), e.g. sleamhain /s'l'awan'/ 'slippery' as opposed to leabhar /i/aur/
'book'. Finally, there are two further rules which are conditioned by this
distinction between mh /w/ and bh /w/. In Donegal /o:/ develops in words
such as leabhar /i/o:r/ 'book' only where /a/ or /o/ precedes the sound b h
/w/ [see 4.1.3(iii)] and contrariwise in Clare /o:/ (ultimately /u:/) is required
when /a/ or /o/ precedes mh /w/ in words like samhradh /so:ra/ (-> /su:re/)
'summer'.

4.2.2 Slender quality

4.2.2(i) General principles. When the general phenomenon is being described,
the traditional terms 'slender' and 'broad' are used as general terms rather than
palatalization and the reasons for this were given in 0.8. The actual realization
of both slender and broad quality depends a great deal and in a very compli-
cated way on the phonetic context. Although an account of such surface
realization is not attempted here, it is appropriate to mention certain general
traits. One important feature is the heavy velarization or labialization which is
found on broad consonants when they occur before front vowels. Another
important feature is that slender labials are hardly ever phonetically palatalized.

Generally speaking, the consonants in a cluster must have the same quality,
that is the entire cluster must be either broad or slender. Normally, in a conso-
nant group a broad and slender consonant are not permitted side by side. If
such a case arises due to the application of morphological rules or due to pre-
tonic elision (see 2.5), this incongruity will be eliminated by the assimilation
of the broad quality by the slender quality. There are, however, four important
exceptions to the general rule.

Firstly, dh/gh / j / will not spread the slender quality to a following conso-
nant, e.g.:
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(47) saghdadh /sajda/ (-»/saida/) (Cf) 'incite'
adhmad /ajmad/ (-> /aimad/) (M) 'timber'
laghdu /Lajdu:/ (-> /Laidui/) (C) [ -* /laidu:/ (M)] 'lessen'
meadhg /m'ajg/ (-»/m'aig/) (C) 'whey'

Secondly, when /s/ in word-initial position precedes a slender consonant, assim-
ilation of the slender quality will not take effect if the consonant is a labial:

(48) smig/sm'ig'/ 'chin'
speal /sp'a:l/ 'scythe'

On the other hand assimilation is required in a medial position, e.g.:

(49) caismirt /kas'm'art'/ 'contention'
taisme /tas'm'a/ (D) 'accident'

It might be assumed that this initial assimilation is a late or surface phonetic
adjustment sensitive to phonetic specification rather than to such underlying
distinctions as broad or slender. The lack of assimilation here is then due to
the fact that slender labials are not phonetically palatalized.

Furthermore, in certain dialects, for instance Inishmaan, or optionally in
Cois Fhairrge and in Dunquin, the assimilation does not take place before a
velar, e.g. sceal /sk'eil/ 'story'. Also in some Munster dialects, e.g. Iveragh,
Muskerry, the initial slender s /s ' / of the third singular pronoun may not
show the slender quality following a verbal form ending in /x/, e.g. tugadh
se 'let him give' /tugsx se:/ (Mk).

Thirdly, although there is a difference between a broad and slender /r/ or
/R/, that opposition is subsequently removed in certain circumstances and this
must be ultimately connected with the fact that the slender quality of /r'/ and
/R'/ will be removed before a dental or when following /s/ or in word-initial
position. Examples are:

(50) tairne /tairn'a/ 'nail'
boird /baurd'/ (Cn) 'tables'
srian /s'riiin/ (Cf) 'bridle'
n/rii/ 'king'

Fourthly the opposition between slender ch /x'/ and broad ch /x/ is removed
before a dental, e.g.:
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(51) boichte /boxt'a/ comparative of bocht 'poor'
uicht /oxt'/ (C) gen. of ucht 'bosom'

In certain Donegal dialects ch /x/ must be changed to a vocalic r before a
dental, e.g.:

(52) bochta /borta/ (Gd) 'poor (people)'
ocht /op./ (Gd) 'eight'

A further exception to the general rule of slender quality assimilation is the
case of the impersonal form endings which have an initial /t/ or /f/. Often
assimilation is optional, e.g. ligfi /l'igf'i:/ (-> /l'ik'ii/) ~ /lig'fi:/ (-> /l'ik'fi:/)
'one would let'.

A similar phenomenon must be dealt with in the case of timpeall 'around'
in certain Munster dialects:

(53) t(h)impeall /t'iim'pal/ (Dn, Mk) : /t'im'p'SL/ (D, Mo) -»
/h'aim'p'al/ (Rg): /t'i(i)mp3L/ (Cf) 'around'

The assimilation may also apply across word boundaries, e.g.

(54) (cuir) sios tine /s'i:s' t'in'a/ 'set a fire!'

In such external sandhi, or indeed simply across morpheme boundaries, a
following initial front vowel can cause a preceding consonant to become
slender, e.g.:

(55) bad iascach /baid iiaskax/ -> /ba:d' iaskax/ (Cn) 'fishing
boat'
bdidin (bad + in) /baid'im'/ (Cn) 'a little boat'
sdibheara (sdbh /sa:w/ + eara) /sa:v'e:rg/ (Cn) 'sawyer'

Apart from the case of initial 5, the general assimilation of slender quality is
needed at an early stage. It will take effect before syllable adjustment (see
2.3) as, when a cluster is split up, the group as a whole must have already
assimilated the slender quality. Indeed, the adjusting of syllables and the
assimilation will come into play as often as 'incongruous' clusters arise. In
almost all cases (there are one or two exceptions), the entire cluster must
have established its quality prior to the vowel separation.
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The rule which removes the slender quality from slender If I and slender
/R'/ before a dental must normally be thought of as applying before vowel
separation (see 3.2) as shown in Table 4.4

Table 4.4 Munster and Connemara derivations o/boird 'tables'

Rule ordering

underlying form
raising (see 3.3.5)
removal of slender quality
vowel separation (see 3.2)
vowel lengthening (see 3.4.2)
dipthongization (3.4.2)
realization

Munster

/ber'd'/
/buir'd'/
/bujrd'/
/burd'/
/bu:rd'/

/bu:rd'/

Connemara

/ber'd'/

/berd'/
/bord'/

/baurd'/
/baurd'/

Interestingly, there is one exception, where the removal of the slender quality
from slender /• If I and slender rr /*'/ is required after vowel separation. In
the comparative of ard 'high', in Donegal and Mayo the slender quality is
removed from If I before vowel separation (i.e. following the normal rule
order), while in Connemara and Munster the slender quality is removed
after vowel separation (the exceptional rule ordering). These two rule
orderings are illustrated in Table 4.5.

Table 4.5 Derivations o/oirde, comparative o/ard 'high'

Rule ordering

underlying form
raising (see 3.3.5)
removal of slender
quality
vowel separation
(see 3.2)
vowel lengthening
(see 3.4.2)
diphthongization
(see 3.4.2)
realization

Donegal/Mayo

(/er'd'a/)

/erd'a/

/ord'a/

/ord'a/

Rule ordering

underlying form
raising
vowel separation

removal of slen-
der quality
vowel lengthening

diphthongization

realization

Connemara

/er'd'a/

/er'd'3/

/erd'a/

/aird'a/

/aird'a/

Munster

/er'd'a/
/ujr'd'a/
/ir'd's/

/ird'a/
/iird's/

/iird's/

4.2.2(ii) Fluctuation between broad and slender quality. There is a
tendency for consonants to fluctuate between broad and slender quality in
certain words, depending on the particular dialect. This phenomenon may
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best be dealt with in the lexicon. Nevertheless, certain trends can be observed
and it seems there are three particular environments where this variation is
most likely.

Firstly, a t /t/ or / /f/ in word-initial position tends to change its
quality, e.g.

(56) teom(inn) /t'oira/ (Ky, Mk) 'boundary' : /to:raN'/ (CO
tobar /tobar/ 'well' : /t'obar/ (Rg)
tuigim /tig'am'/ (M, D) 'I understand' : /t'ig'am'/ (C)
foghlaim /foiLam'/ (Cf) 'learning' : If oiLam'/ (West Cn)
fuinneo(i)g /fiN'oig'/ (C) -. /fiN'ag/ (D) 'window' : /f'i'N'oig/ (M)
[-. If i'N'uig/ (Dn, Rg)]
faoi /fill (C, D) 'under' : /f'e:/ (M) (see also 3.6.2)

This type of variation is presumably triggered by the assimilation which
occurs between the article and a following vowel, e.g.:

(57) an t-ean /S(N) t'eiN/ 'the bird'
anfhead /a N'ad/ 'the whistle'

Furthermore there is the fact that lenited /t'/, i.e. /h/, does not ultimately in
most dialects distinguish between slender and broad, e.g.:

(58) tuig /tig'/: ni thuigim /N'i: hig'am'/ 'I don't understand'

At this point the root is then reinterpreted as being tig IVVQ'I.

Secondly, a medial broad dhlgh /y/ and slender dhlgh /}/ tend to vary.
Examples are:

(59) adhmad /aimad/ (C, D) 'timber' : aidhmad /aimad/ (M)
leaghaim /i/aim'/ (Cn) 'I melt' : leighim /l'aim'/ (M) /i/eim'/ (D)
ledighim /i/ayam'/ (Er)
rogha /rau/ - /rou/ (M) 'choice' : roghain /raun'/ (C) : roighe /re:/
(D)
Fearghal /f 'aryal/ -> /f'aragal/ (D) man's name : /f'arajal/ -»
/ f arid/ (M)

We may note in passing that even in the orthographical tradition a broad dh or
gh have commonly represented dhlgh /jl in such words as gadhar /gair/
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'dog', saghas /sais/ 'sort'. In Donegal a rule might deal with an internal
lenition together with a slendering of the consonant, e.g.:

(60) sagart /sajart/ (Gd) 'priest'
again /ejam/ (Tn) 'at me'

Where there is a non-reverting lenited initial consonant [see 6.2.5(i)] slen-
dering of/y/ would be needed, e.g.:

(61) dhd /jffii/ (Gd) 'two'
a dhath /a ja/ (Gd) 'nothing'

Thirdly, slender quality fluctuates in the case of a medial liquid or nasal.
Examples are:

(62) dunaim /duinam'/ (M) 'I shut' : duinim /dum'am'/ (Cn)
baileaghadh (-»bailiu) /bail'u:/ 'gathering': balu /ba:Lu:/ (Cf)
foldir /folair'/ -> /f(a)'la:r/ (M) 'necessary' : fledr (/fel'a:r/ ->
/fa'l'air/ ->) / f l'air/ (Cn)
amdireach /a'mair'ax/ (Dn) (-» /a'mair'ax/ (Cn)) 'tomorrow' :
amdrach /amairax/ (Rg, Tm, Er) [ -»/amaeirah/ (Gd)]
urball /urabaL/ (-»/rubaL/) (D, Mo) 'tail' : eireaball (/erbai./ [see
3.3.6] -> erabaL ->) /er'abal/ (M)
furast(a) /furast/ (D) -» /fa'rusta/ -> /frusta/ (C) 'easy': friste
I fir'is't'(a)/ ->/f r'is't'(a) (M)

In the final example the cluster st is also made slender.
Often, as in dunaim, a slender quality is developed in all the verbal forms,

excluding the verbal noun. This points to the fact that it is due to the
influence of a rule which causes the final / in oscail 'open' to be slender [see
6.3.1(ii)l]. Pairs, such as cosain (M) and coisin (Cn) 'defend' or fulaingt
/fel'ais't'/ ~ /foL3N/ (in petrified usages) (Cf) 'suffering', show how the slen-
der quality seems to spread through forms where a cluster arises such as
fuilngnim 'I suffer' and may eventually permeate the entire inflection of the
verb, including even the verbal noun. In general it would appear that this
fluctuation is a phenomenon which is needed late in the derivation. It is
required subsequent to the introduction of the epenthetic vowel (see 2.2) as
illustrated by eireaball (M) 'tail' (normally slendering is applied prior to the
introduction of the epenthetic vowel but in this case that ordering would
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yield *eiribeall) and examples such asfledr (C),frist(e) (M) would indicate
that it is required before Stress-shift 1 (see 2.8.2).

4.2.3 Devoicing
Essentially, two general principles are involved here: adjacent consonants
must agree in the matter of voicing, and the unvoiced consonant will
dominate. However, there is one important addendum; in the case of sonants,
i.e. /, n, r, the assimilation of a voiced consonant by an unvoiced one normal-
ly only takes place when /h/ is the unvoiced consonant. There are two impor-
tant rules for devoicing to note here.

Firstly, there must be a rule which causes devoicing as a result of /h/ (which
itself is, in turn, often removed), e.g. leag /i/ag/ 'lay' : leagfaidh 'will lay'. In
some parts of Connemara the sonants (/, n, r) are devoiced, but in many
dialects they retain full voicing. An example where a plosive is devoiced is:

(63) leag /i/ag/ ' lay': leagfaidh /i/aghaj/ -> /i/akhaj/ -» /i/akaj/
(-> /L'sdra/ (Cn) -/L'aki:/ (D, Mo) -/l'akag'/ (M)) 'will lay'

Generally, this devoicing as a result of a following /h/ is found throughout
the dialects. Exceptionally, in some Donegal dialects, for example
Gweedore, /w/ will not be devoiced, e.g. scriobhfaidh /s'k'r'i:wi:/ (Gd) 'will
write', lobhtha /LOWS/ (Gd) 'rotten'.

It may be noted that there is a sporadic variation among the dialects
between a voiced and unvoiced dental plosive (i.e. d or t) following / or n.
This is, however, probably best left to the lexicon. Examples are:

(64) cdrta (most of M, Cn) 'card' : cdrda (D, M, East Galway, South
Tipperary)
contae (most of M) 'county' : condae (D, C, Dn)
cuartaiochtlcuairtiocht (D, C) 'visiting' : cuardaiocht (M)
canta (Mk) 'chunk of bread' : canda (Cn)

Secondly, the voiced versus unvoiced contrast is unnecessary following//f/,
s /s/ or ch /x/. Examples are:

(65) scriobhta /s'k'r'iifds/ (Cf) 'written'
bocht /boxt/ 'poor'
creistiuint (creid + s + u + n + t) /k'r'as't'uiN't'/ (Cf) [see 4.2.6(i)]
'believing'
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tuiscint {tig + s + n + t) /t'is'k'SN't'/ (C) [see 4.2.6(i)] 'understand-
ing'
absaloid /abssloid'/ (Ih) -»/aspsloid/ (Tm, Im) 'absolution'

Although the combination ft /ft/ is rare in Irish, it is noteworthy that the
cluster does arise in Donegal where / /f/ seems to strengthen t /t/ in words
such as:

(66) geata /g'ate/ -> /g'afts/ (D) -/g'auta/ (Gd) 'gate'
ratan /ratan/ -»/raftsn/ (Mn) 'rafters'
lata /Late/ -» /Lafts/ -»/Lauts/ (Gd) 'loft'
scata /skats/ -»/skaf't's/ (with slendering) (Gd) 'crowd'

In Connemara /t/ is retained in such words, e.g.:

(67) geata /g'aeits/ (C) 'gate'
/oto/Lots/(C)'loft'

In Munster on the other hand /t/ is sometimes strengthened to give /xt/, e.g.
lota /lots/ -»/loxts/ 'loft' (M), rato /rats/ -»/raxts/ (M) 'rafter'.

This removal of the contrast between voiced and unvoiced consonants can
occur across word boundaries, e.g. an bad seo /s bait' s'o/ 'this boat'. Of
course, as this is a closely knit syntactic unit there is normally no pause
involved.

There is yet another sort of devoicing which is primarily required in the
North. In this case the final consonant of certain types of syllable is
devoiced. In many parts of Donegal a glottal stop occurs after a short syllable
with a final lax consonant, particularly when followed by a pause. This
glottal stop largely devoices the preceding consonant, e.g.:

(68) fuin /fin'h?/ (Tn) 'knead'
mhol /wolh?/ (Tn) 'praised'
dhuibh /yif?/ (Tn) gen. of dubh 'black'
cion /k'in?/ (Tn) 'affection'
scuir /skii"7/ (Tn) 'overlap'
dubh /duw?/ (Tn) 'black'

There is some need for a similar devoicing in Connacht. In the first place, in
Erris following a long vowel, a final /w/ in verbal forms (when not followed
by a personal pronoun subject) must be devoiced, e.g.:
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(69) biodh /b'i:w/ -* /b'iif/ (Er) 'let it be'
choireodh /xo:r'o:w/ -> /xo:r'o:f/ (Er) 'would arrange'

In a similar fashion in Mayo /w/ is devoiced in word final position following
a short stressed vowel in words such as:

(70) tiubh /t'uw/ -> /t'uf/ (Er, Tm)' thick'
duibh /div'/ -> /dif'/ (Er) gen. of dubh 'black'
guth (/guh/) -»/guw/ -> /guf/ (Er, Tn) 'voice'

The full devoicing, at least of verbal forms, must take effect subsequent to
the merger of semi-vowels with neighbouring vowels (see 4.1.3), as illustrated
by : bhailigheadh (-> bhailiodh) /wal'ajay/ -» /wal'sjsw/ -» /wal'iiw/
-»/wal'iif/ 'used to gather'. In other words, a long vowel is needed in order
to provide the requisite context for devoicing to occur.

A further type of devoicing is required for West Connemara. In this case,
medial /, n and r, are devoiced in a certain limited number of words.
Examples are:

(71) baladh /bailha/ (Lm) 'smell'
loine /un'ha/ (Lm) 'churn-dash'
torainn /to:rh3N'/ (Lm) 'boundary'
torramh /to:rha/ (Lm) 'wake'

Furthermore /, n, r and m are at least partly devoiced adjoining /h/,
particularly in the tenses marked for the future and in the verbal adjec-
tives:

(72) bhuailfeadh /wual'h'ax/ (Lm) 'would hit'
d'fhanfadh /danhax/ (Lm) 'would remain'
cumfaidh /kumha/ (Lm) 'will compose'
curt ha /kurha/ (Lm) 'put'
aithne /seihn'a/ (-»/aein'ha/) (Lm) 'acquaintance'
aithri/aeihr'i:/ (-> /aeir'hi:/) (Lm) 'repentance'

For the metathesis see 4.2.6(v).
Finally, there is a devoicing of final g /g (')/ when it follows a neutral

vowel (excluding an epenthetic vowel). This change, with some few
exceptions, is a general feature of Donegal and Connacht. Examples are:
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(73) Nollaig /NOLag'/ -»/NOLak'/ (D, C) 'Christmas'
Nollag /NOLsg/ -»/NOLak/ (D, C) gen. of Nollaig 'Christmas'
reilig /ril'ag'/ -> /ril'ak'/ (D, C) 'graveyard'
thdinig /hain'ag'/ -»/ham'ak'/ (D, Er) 'came'
carraig /karag'/ -»/karak'/ (D, north Mo) 'rock'

The addition of a morpheme does not block the rule: reilige /ril'ak'a/ (C)
gen. of reilig 'graveyard', Nollaigeacha(i) /NOLak'axi:/ (Cn) 'Christmases'.

The rule does not apply in Munster except in some words where ng /rj (')/
is lost before a final /g (')/ [see 4.2.5(iv)], e.g. in:

(74) tarrang (/tararjg/ -») /tarag/ -• /tarak/ 'draw'
thuirling (/huirl'arj'g'/ -> ) /huirl'ag'/ -* /huirl'ak'/ 'descended'

However, there is no devoicing in folang (/folarjg/ -») /folag/ 'suffering'.The
verbal endings seem to block the limited devoicing:, e.g. tairringim
/tara'g'iim'/ 'I draw'.

4.2.4 Voicing
A final /t/ following a neutral vowel is voiced (for a full discussion see
McKone 1981). This is not a feature of Munster but is required for Connacht:

(75) agat -»agad (C) 'at you'
malairt -»malraid [see 4.2.6(ii)] (C) 'change'
conairt -»conraid [see 4.2.6(ii)] (Er) 'pack of hounds'

In the use of second singular of the prepositional pronouns, the rule has a
wider context in Donegal in that it is a feature of the final t in all second sin-
gular prepositional pronouns (with the exception of leat 'with you' and ort
'on you'):

(76) ionat /urad/ 'in you'
agat /ejsd/ (Tn) 'at you'
duit /did/ 'to you'
frit If'r'vA'l 'through you'

4.2.5 Liquids and nasals

4.2.5(i) Tense versus lax. It is clear from such rules as syllable lengthening
(see 3.4) that there must be in the lexicon a distinction between tense and lax
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consonants in the case of liquid and nasals, i.e. /N (')/, /L (')/ etc., as opposed
to /n (')/, /I (')/ etc. This contrast has a role to play in lenition [see 6.2.1(iii)].
Apart from lenition the opposition tense versus lax need not be preserved. In
certain environments the contrast will be completely removed. In the following,
six of those various contexts are discussed.

Firstly, the sound /r (')/ survives in certain Munster dialects (and sporadi-
cally elsewhere) as a form of lenited r (for a full discussion of this
phenomenon see 6 Siadhail and Wigger 1975:115 and 6 Murchu 1986).
Examples are:

(77) do rogha rud /da r'au rud/ (C) 'your choice'
a ri fa r'i:/ (Dn, Mk) 'o king!'
do rugadar /da r'ugadar/ (Dn, Mk, Ky) 'they gave birth'

While in the case of/R/ normally, except in certain cases in Donegal, the tension
is removed (i.e. /«/ becomes /r/) subsequent to vowel lengthening, there is a
close relationship between tension and slender quality. Since slender ;• will not
ultimately appear either in word-initial position or before dentals (see 4.2.2(i))
and as /R'/ is removed, even in Donegal, the easiest arrangement is to say that it
is from /R'/ rather than /r'/ that the slender quality is removed. It is of no signif-
icance whether this /R7 is in the underlying form or whether it arises because of
a following dental. In this arrangement IT'I will remain where it is lenited in
word-initial position. The fact that only a limited number of phrases are
involved can be explained by alternative rule orderings. In the examples above,
do rogha rud Ids r'au rud/ 'your choice' etc., lenition is required after the
removal of the slender quality ; elsewhere removal of slender quality is needed
following lenition.

Secondly, in many parts of Connemara /I/ and /n/ become tense (i.e. /L/
and /N/) and thus a tripartite system is needed : /L/ and /L7, /17; M and /N7,
In'I. The examples in (78) illustrate / and examples in (79) illustrate n:

(78) ball Ibaih/ (Cn) 'place'
baladh /ba:b/ -> /ba:L3/ (Cf) 'smell'
buille /bui/3/ (C) 'blow'
bulk /bil'a/ (C) 'anger'

(79) from;/buiN/(Cn)'sole'
buan /bum/ -»/buiN/ (Cn) 'lasting'
Spdinn /spam'/ (C) 'Spain'
(tai)spdin /spa:n7 (C) 'show!'
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In some Donegal dialects, Gweedore for example, a /n'/ becomes /N'/ when
between vowels as in:

(80) duine /din'a/-»/diN'a/ 'person'
gloine /glin'a/ -> /gliN's/ 'glass'
gainimh /gan'avV -»/gaWsv'/ 'sand'

In Munster the opposition between tense and lax / and r is lost, so that a two-
part system emerges with /I/, /I'/ and /n/, /n'A However, in certain parts of
Munster, for example Muskerry and Ring (see 6 Cuiv 1951:51-2), Is'I
between vowels or in word-final position becomes /rj7, e.g.:

(81) coinne /kinTa/ -»/kirj'a/ (Mk, Rg) 'appointment'
binn /b'iiN'/ -»/b'iirj'/ (Mk, Rg) 'melodious'

This change from /N'/ to /rj'/ must, of course, be implemented before the
difference between /N7 and /n7 is removed.

Thirdly, it should be noted that m /m (')/ and ng /rj (')/ must be regarded
as tense seeing that syllable lengthening occurs preceding them (see 3.4).

Fourthly, tension is removed before s as in, e.g.:

(82) inseacht /i(:)N's'axt/ -> /i(i)n's'3Xt/ (C): /irj's'axt/ (Tn) 'telling'

Fifthly, both n and / are normally tense when beside a dental except before s
in Connacht and parts of Donegal and before t in Donegal and Mayo:

(83) baint /ban't7 -»fasni'l (Cn) 'cutting'
sneachta /s'n'axta/ -»/s'N'axta/ (D, C) 'snow'
tharlaigh /ha:rLi:/ (D, Mo) 'happened'
oinseach /um's'ax/ (C): /OIN'S'SX/ (Tn) 'foolish woman'

Lastly, in most Connemara dialects In'I becomes /N7 following /v7 as in:

(84) doimhne /daiv'N'a/ (Cn) comparative of domhan 'deep'
goibhne /gaiv'N'a/ (Cn) 'smiths'

This tensing of In'I also occurs in North Donegal, e.g.:

(85) doimhne /div'N'a/ (Gd) comparative of domhan 'deep'
cuimhne /kiv'N's/ (Gd) 'memory'
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In South Donegal and Mayo, however, doimhne /div'n'a/ (Tn, Mn, Er, Tm)
and cuimhne /kiv'n's/ (Tn, Mn, Er, Tm) are required. Although in Munster,
the distinction between In'I and /N'/ is generally removed, the pronunciation
in Muskerry of examples such as the following with /rj'/ points to the fact
that fa'I must also be changed to /N'/ in Munster:

(86) oibhni/ev'3N'i:/ -»/eJN'i:/-»/aiN'i:/ -»/ai'rj'i:/ (Mk) 'rivers'
goibhni/gev'N'i:/-»/gaJN'i:/-»/garni:/ -»/gai'rj'i:/ (Mk) 'smiths'
Suibhne /siv'N'a/ -»/sijis'a/ -»/siiN'a/ -»/shrj'a/ (Mk) a surname

4.2.5(ii) Denasalization. Primarily we are dealing here with a rule by which
n followed by a consonant is changed to r. There are two parts to this rule.

Firstly, in word-initial position n is changed to ;• following any consonant
except s (or /h/ due to lenition of an original s). Examples are:

(87) cnoc /knuk/ -• /kruk/ (D, C) 'hill'
mnd /mna:/ -»/mra:/ (D, C) [ -> /mra:/ (Cn)J 'women'
gnaoi /gni:/ -»/gri:/ (D, C) 'liking'
tnuth /tnu:h/ -. /tru:h/ (D, C) [-> /trui/ (Cf)] 'desiring'
an tsneachta /s t'#n'axts/ -> /a t'#r'axta/ gen. of sneachta 'snow'
sneachta /s'N'axta/ (Mo) 'snow'
shneachta /hn'axta/(Mo), lenited form of sneachta 'snow'

As can be seen from an tsneachta 'of the snow', the rule takes effect
across the boundary between the article and its noun. It is worth noting that
nasalization of a following vowel may be preserved from the original
nasal, e.g.:

(88) cnoc /kruk/ (Er) 'hill'
gntomh /g'riiw/ (Er) 'deed'
mnd /mrsi:/ (Er) 'women'
sa tsndmh I so tr&:w/ (Er) 'into the deep'

Secondly, in medial position n becomes r for the most part only when it
follows another nasal as in:

(89) imm/im'n'ii/ -»/i(:)m'r'i:/ (Cn) 'worry'
cuimhne /kiv'n'a/ - /kiiv'r's/ - /kim'n'a/ - /kim'r'a/ (Cf) 'memory'
ingne /in'g'n'a/ -> /irj'g'r'a/ (Cf) '(finger/toe) nails'
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cloigne /kleg'n's/ (Cn) 'heads'
macnas /maknas/ (Tm): /makras/ (Ln) 'wantonness'

The first part of the rule is needed for Donegal and Connacht (including
Inishmaan and Inishmore and to a large degree for Inisheer and Clare). The
second part is often optional. Examples from Donegal are:

(90) Doiminic /dim'r'ak'/ (Gd) (man's name)
damnu /damrui/ (Gd) 'damnation'

It is however required sporadically over a far wider area as can be seen in the
examples:

(91) leimnigh /l'eim'r'ag'/ (Dn) 'leaping'
geimnigh /g'eim'r'ag'/ (Dn) 'lowing'

Curiously, there are random cases when the opposite change is needed, that
is r becomes n, for instance in the Dunquin taboo formation: (a) Chriost
/x'n'iist/ (Dn) 'Christ!' or South Tipperary preamhacha /p'n'iiaxa/ 'roots'
(see 6 Maolchathaigh 1963) but dauis /da'nuis'/ (Rg).

Finally, there is a deal of dissimilation involving liquids in isolated words
such as:

(92) baineann /bir'ax/ (Cf) 'female' : /bin'an/ (M)
(da) reir /r'en'/ ~ /l'eir'/ (Cf) 'according to it'

A minor rule within Cois Fhairrge is the interchange of /I/ and /rl/ in words
with a final /ax/ such as:

(93) muicealach /mik'3L3x/ ~ /mik'arLax/ (Cf) 'botcher'
peicealach /p'e:k'3L3x/~/p'e:k'3ix3x/ (Cf)
'a vain person'
bealbhach /b'e:Lu:x/- /b'eiruiix/ (Cf) 'bridle-bit'

4.2.5(iii) Introduction of n beside an original nasal fricative. The need for
retention of nasalization adjacent to nasals would seem to be related to the
age of a speaker, the oldest speakers retaining nasalization, at least in uncom-
mon words. Even in words where the nasal fricative /w/ is subsumed into a
diphthong /au/, nasalization may be preserved as a feature, e.g. amhlaidh
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/auL3/ (Cf) 'thus'. In a limited number of words a rule is required to convert
that nasalization into n, e.g.:

(94) damhsa /dausa/ - /dauNsa/ (Cf) 'dancing'
lamhacan (/La:waka:n/ -> /lawakam/ -• ) /Lauka:n/ -» /laurjkain/
(Dn) 'creeping'
pamhsaer /pauseir/ ~ /pauseir/ ~ /pauNseir/ (Im) 'flower'

4.2.5(iv) Velarized nasal. This rule removes /g(')/ after /rj(')/. The /rj(')/
arises either as a result of /g(')/ being nasalized in eclipses or it develops
from a dental /n/ in front of a velar plosive. In certain dialects after the
assimilation operates, the plosive, if voiced, is removed. In Mayo, this /g(')/
is lost in every context, e.g.:

(95) ceangal /k'arjgal/ -»/k'arjal/ (Mo) 'binding'
loinge /Lirj'g'a/ -• /iirj'a/ (Mo) gen. of long 'ship'

This does not happen in Donegal, Connemara or Munster.There is a minor rule
in Munster which turns ng /rj(')9(')/ into <? /fl(')/ when following a
neutral vowel and before a word boundary in a word such as tarrang /tararjg/
-»/tarag/ (-»/tarak/) (see 4.2.3) 'drawing'. In contrast to this, in Connacht and
Donegal it is the nasal which must be preserved in this context. Examples are:

(96) stilling /s'k'ii/arj'gV -> /s'k'ii/aN'/ (D, C) 'shilling'
fuiling /fel'arj'g'/ -»/fel'aN'/ (D, C) 'suffer'
tarraing /tararj'gV -»/taraN'/ (D, C) 'draw'

The rule applies even when endings are added, e.g.:

(97) sc^'linge /s'k'ii/arj'g'a/ -• /sic'ii/aN'a/ gen. of stilling 'shilling'
scillingeacha /s'k'ii/aq'g'axa/ -• /s'k'iL'aN'axa/ [ -> /s'k'ii/N'axa/
->/s'k'iL'axa/; see4.2.5(v)] 'shillings'

This removal of voiced velar (i.e. g) following a nasal can be viewed as an
extension of the general rule which operates in word-initial position (see

4.2.5(v) Lateral and nasal assimilation. There is a development of /d(')/ and
/n(')/ to AC)/ and /n(')/ when they occur beside another /1(')/ or /n(')/.
Examples of this change are:
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(98) maidne /mad'an'a/ -» /mad'n'a/ -> /maN'a/ (D, C) gen. of maidin
'morning'
dilne /a:laN'a/ -» /ailN'a/ -» /aii/L'a/ -» /a:i/a/ comparative of
a/a/«« 'beautiful'
cad '«a thaobh? /kad na he:w/ -> /kanahe:w/ (Ky, Mk) 'why?'
codladh /kodlay/ -» /kollay/ -> /koLLay/ -• /koLay/ 'sleep' (for
development see 4.1.2)

It may be noted in passing that a change in the opposite direction is needed
for Ballymacoda, e.g. /L/ -» /Id/. That rule is required after /Id/ is changed
to /L/ but prior to the Munster removal of the distinction between /L/ and
IV, so that the sequence must be codladh /kodla/ -» /koLa/ -» /kolda/
'sleep'.

There is another rule of importance by which n or / is removed before r.
Examples are:

(99) anro /aunro:/ -»/auro:/ (Mk, Rg) 'hardship'
scannradh /skaunra/ -»/skaura/ (Mk, Rg) 'scaring'
bainrion /baunrhn/ -»/bauriin/ (Mk, Rg) 'queen'
lonnrach /luinra/ -• /lu:ra/ (Mk) 'shining'
ceannrach /k'aunrax/ -> /k'aurax/ (Mk) 'halter'
siolrach /s'i:lrax/ -»/s'iirax/ (Mk, Rg) 'offspring'
dealramh /d'aulraw/ -> /d'aurew/ (Dn, Mk) 'likeness'

Interestingly, both / and n are dropped before r in Muskerry (whereas in
Dunquin only / seems to be dropped and then only occasionally). In Donegal
the rule would appear to be needed only for, e.g.:

(100) scannradh /skaNru:/ -> /skaru:/ (D)' scaring'
bainrion /banriin/ -»/bariai/ (Gd) 'queen'
sonnraithe /suiNri/ -»/somi/ (Tn) 'noted'

4.2.5(vi) The intrusive dental. The type of assimilation which is common for
laterals and nasals is rarer in the case of /r/ beside /I/ or /n/. We are concerned
here with a plosive dental which will separate /I/ or /n/ from a following /r/.
By all appearances this rule is entirely optional. Most often, this is a voice-
less dental plosive l\l which devoices the following r. In part of Connemara
and in Mayo a sort of semi-devoicing is required rather than /t/. Examples
are:
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(101) bainrion /baNriian/ -> /baNtriian/ (Cn, Mo) 'queen'
eanraith /aNra/ -»/aNfra/ ~ /aNra/ (Cn, Mo) 'broth'

/aNro:/ -»/aNtro:/ ~ /aNro:/ (Cn, Mo) 'hardship'

There are, however, some words where full voicing is preserved, e.g.

(102) lonnradh /uiNra/ -»/uiNdra/ (Cf)' shining'
malrach /maiLrax/ -»/maiLdrax/ (Cf) 'young boy'
lionnrach /i/i:Nrax/ -. /L'iiNdrax/ (Cf) 'fluid from a sore'

The cluster is normally unaltered (except that vowel lengthening can occur,
see 3.4). Sometimes rl will arise due to metathesis [see 4.2.6(ii)], particular-
ly in Mayo, in words where /d/ is required in Connemara, e.g.:

(103) galra /gaiLdra/ (Cn) - /gaixa/ (Mo) 'disease'
olra /oLdra/ (Cn), /ulra/ (Tm) (- /urla/) (Er) 'eagle'
biolra /b'ildra/ (Cn), /b'irLS/ (Er) 'watercress'

These exemplified derivations would presuppose a rule changing an under-
lying galar to galra, iolar to iolra [see 4.2.6(ii)] before the intrusion of /d/
and before the metathesis Ir to rl.

4.2.5(vii) Adjacent vibrant and sibilant. There are two basic contrary rules:
firstly, that /s7 adjacent to /r/ becomes /s/; secondly, that /s/ adjacent to /r/
becomes /s'A

As has been seen [4.2.2(i)] /r/ is never slender when following a sibilant.
The opposition between /s/ and /s '/ is also removed in this environment. In
essence, these changes involve the position of the tip of the tongue; either the
M retracts the /s/ or the /s/ brings the /r/ forward. Where the tip of the tongue
is retracted the result is a postalveolar sibilant (i.e. /J/), which is further back
than /s'A

Table 4.6 illustrates the variation in the major dialects.
As may be deduced from Table 4.6, the first rule applies in Donegal, the

second in Mayo. In the west of Connemara, the second rule is optional, while
in Cois Fhairrge the first one is optional. In Munster the first rule obtains in
initial position.

In Cois Fhairrge (and West Connemara), there is also a metathesis [see
4.2.6(iii)] which affects the combination sr in words such as:
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(104) lasrachai-> larsachai /Lairssxi:/-/Lairjsxi:/ (Cf) 'flames'
pisreoig ->pirseoig /p'irso:g'/~/p'irJoig7 (Cf) 'superstition'
glaisreo -»glairseo /gLairsu:/ - /gLairJu:/ (Cf) 'hoar-frost'

Table 4.6 Realization of adjacent vibrant and sibilant in major dialects

Underlying
form

Example

Donegal
Mayo
West
Connemara
Cois Fhairrge

Munster

/s'r'/

srian 'reins'

/sr/
/M

IUI
/Jr/-/sr/
/sr/

/sr/

srdid 'street'

/sr/

IW

/sr/ - /Tr/
/sr/
/sr/

/r's7

tuirseach
'tired'

/rs/
W

/rf/
/rJ/~/rs/
/r//

/rs/

comharsa
'neighbour'

/rs/
W

/rs/ - /rf/
/rs/
/rs/

The two rules illustrated in the table above affect the result of the metathesis
in the normal way.

4.2.5(viii) The slender vibrant (If/). Apart from the removal of slender
quality, there are two other noteworthy rules affecting IT'/.

Firstly, in Gweedore, there is a major rule which converts /r7 to / j / . Some
examples are:

(105) Mdire /maeir'a/ -»/maeya/ (Gd) woman's name
bddoir /baeidar7 -»/baeidaj/ (Gd) 'boatman'

iascaire /iiaskar'a/ -»/iiaskaja/ (Gd) 'fisherman'
gdiri/gaerr'i:/ -»/gaeiji:/ (Gd) 'laughing'

//r/fir7-»/fij/(Gd)'men'

Where / j / follows a neutral vowel and is at the end of a word, it combines
with that neutral vowel to give /i:/, e.g. soi[dh]bhir /serv'ar7 -»/se:vi:/ 'rich'.
Although there is a similarity between the latter change and that of bealaigh
(/b'alax7 -») /b'alaj/ -> /b'ali:/ [see 4.1.3(ii)] gen. of bealach 'way', they do
not, as a whole, operate in a parallel fashion, as can be seen in:

(106) fir Ifa'l -. /fij/ (Gd) 'men'
nigh/N'ij/-»/N'i:/(D) 'wash!'
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iascaire /iiaskar's/ -»/iraskaja/ 'fisherman'
caillighe /kai/aja/ -»/kai/i:/, gen. of cailleach 'hag'

The development of /{$/ from slender r /r'/ is widely known in Scotland.
There are, however, occasional examples recorded for Donegal, e.g.:

(107) cladhaire /kLeir'a/ - /kle:5a/ (Tn) 'coward'
oighreog /e:8ag/ (Tn) 'ice'

Somewhat similar to this is the sporadic change from slender /• IT'I to /d'/ in
various dialects in such words as:

(108) dreimire /d'r'e:m'3r'3/~/d'r'e:m'3d'a/ (Cf) 'ladder'
bdire /bair'a/ -»/ba:d'a/ (Dn) 'goal'
mochoiri/muxo:r'i:/~/muxo:d'i:/ (Mk) 'early risers'

4.2.6 Metathesis
There are several different cases where the order of neighbouring sounds
must be altered. Five rules governing some of these changes are proposed
here:

4.2.6(i) s following a plosive. An s following a plosive is switched about so
that it then precedes the plosive, e.g.

(109) creidsiuint -. creistiuint /k'r'ed' + s +u + nt/ -> /k'r'es't'uiN't'/ (C,
M) 'believing'
tuigsint -. tuisciuint /tig' + s + n + t/ -> /tis'k'SN't'/ (M)
(->/t'is'k'3Nt7) (C) 'understanding'
absaloid /abs3Lo:d7 (Ih) -> asbaloid /aspaLOidV (Im, Tm, Mk)
'absolution'
giogsdn - gioscdn /g'iig + s + a:n/ -> /g'i:ska:n/ (C) [ -> /g'i:ska:N/
(Cn)] 'squeaking'
bocsa /boksa/ (D) -. bosca /boska/ (C, M) 'box'

The rule applies generally to the dialects. However, in Donegal velar
plosives (i.e. /g (')/ or /k (')/) are excluded so that bocsa /boksa/ (Gd) 'box'
and tuigseannach /tik's'3Nah/ 'understanding' are required. Certain
borrowings do not come under the rule:
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(110) stditse 'stage'
bitse(ach) 'bitch'
peditse (Cf) 'page' : pdiste 'child'
meaits 'match' : maiste (Rm) 'spill'

4.2.6(ii) III or Inl + hi + IT/. The combination vowel + /I/ or /n/ + hi + IT/
changes about so that the IT/ will follow directly the /I/ or /n/. Furthermore,
the then adjacent /I/ or /n/ or /r/ may be subsequently transposed as in:

(111) galar /gater/-»/galra/-• (/garte/) (Er) 'disease'
iolar /uter/ -> /ulra/ (Junof) (Er) 'eagle'
malairt /malsr't'/ -» /malred'/ -> /malhrad'/ - /maiLtrad'/ (Cf)
'change'
conairt /konar't'/ -» /kunhrat'/ -»/kunhrad'/ (Er) 'pack of hounds'

This metathesis is confined to Connacht and is most pervasive in Erris,
where examples with /n/, such as conairt 'pack of hounds', are found. (For
the substitution of d for / in final position after a neutral vowel in malraid.
'change', conraid 'pack of hounds', see 4.2.4.)

4.2.6(iii) sr 1ST! -> rs ITS/. There is an optional rule in Cois Fhairrge which
causes sr /sr/ to be changed to rs ITS! in medial position, e.g.:

(112) lasrachai/Laisraxi:/ - larsachai/Lairsaxi:/ (Cf) 'flames'
glaisreo /gLaiJru:/ ~ glairseo /gLa:rsu:/ (Cf) 'hoar-frost'

4.2.6(iv) C/r/V'CV -> Cv/r/'CV. There is a minor rule which is required in
Munster dialects which will change the combination consonant + r /r/ +
short vowel + consonant + stressed vowel (i.e. C/r/V'CV) to consonant + neu-
tral vowel + r + consonant + stressed vowel (i.e. CV/r/'CV) provided the
newly created cluster is permitted by the syllabic rules. Examples are:

(113) brollach /bra'lax/ -> /bar'lax/ (Dn, Mk) 'breast'
braddn /bra'dain//bar'dain/ (Dn, Mk) 'salmon'
graibheal /gra'v'eil/ -> /gara'veil/ (Mk) 'gravel'
cruithneacht /krarj'haxt/ (Mk) -> /k3r"n'axt/ (Ky) 'wheat'

4.2.6(v) /h/ beside a liquid. There is a rule by which /h/ beside a liquid is
transposed as in examples such as:
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(114) aithri /ahr'i:/ -> /ar"hi:/ (M) ~ /arh'i:/ (Tn) -* /aeirh'i:/ (Lm)
'repentance'
aithne /ahn's/ -* /an'ha/ (Tm) -»/aein'ha/ (Lm) 'acquaintance'
iothlainn /ohlsN'/ -• /olhaN'/ (Lm) 'haggard'

In the examples in (114) an original short vowel precedes /, n, and r. In Cois
Fhairrge h has already been removed [see 4.1.7(ii)]. In Munster the
metathesis is not required before n or I and only occasionally before r
because a rule introducing a secondary epenthetic vowel (see 2.4) has
already taken effect at this point in the derivation so that the cluster does not
arise.

(115) aithne /ahan'a/ (M) 'acquaintance'
iothla /ihala/ (Mk) - /ahala/ (Rg) 'haggard'
fothram /fohsram/ (M) 'noise'

In Erris there is apparently no metathesis following a short vowel, e.g. aithri
/ahr'i:/ 'repentance'. In Donegal metathesis is recorded, e.g. raithneach
/ran'hax/ (Tn) 'fern', aithris /ar'has'/ (Mn) 'narrate'.

It would seem that following a long vowel this rule of metathesis is
necessary before r in any dialect where /h/ is still retained at this point in the
derivation. There is more variation before / or n:

(116) saothrughadh /sujihru:/ -» /ser'hu:/ (M) - /si:rhu:/ (D, Mo, west C)
'earning'
boithreli/boihr'a/ -»/boir'ha/ (M) ~/bo:r'hii/ (Mo, west C) 'roads'
feithleog /f'eihl'oig/ -> IVe:l"ho:g/ (Mk) 'sinew'
traithnin /traihn'iin'/ (Er) -»/tra:n'hi:n7 (Tm) 'blade of grass'
cdithnin /kaihn'im'/ -> /ka:n"hi:n7 (Mk) 'flake'

To some extent, this metathesis might simply be seen as varying degrees of
the devoicing of liquids (see 4.2.3). Indeed /r/ and /n/ are required for Teelin
(see Quiggin 1906:89, 98), e.g.:

(117) aithne /aen'a/ (Mn) 'acquaintance'
aithri/ser'ii/ (Mn) 'repentance'
saothrughadh /sm:rhu/ (Mn) 'earning'
parrthas /pairhas/ (Mn) 'paradise'
tuartha /tu:ara/ (Mn) 'bleached'
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4.2.7 Expressive clusters
The increase in the number of consonants in a word-initial cluster is
sometimes used to alter the meaning slightly or to lend a greater expressive-
ness to the word. It is difficult to say how productive this phenomenon is.
Often, as in the following examples, the words involved are pejorative. Two
cases are dealt with here.

4.2.7(i) Initial s. There is the largely optional prefixing of /s/ to a single or
double consonant group, e.g.

(118) (s)mairtineach (Cf) 'cripple'
(s)libineach (Cf) 'messer'
(s)lapaire (Cf) 'a pudgy person'
(s)cromdnach (Cf) 'tall stooped person'
(s)cluiteara (Cf) 'a glutton, sponger'
geataire 'long rush' : sceatachdn (Mk) 'splinter, slightly built
person'

A similar variation throughout the dialects is exemplified in (119). In many
cases, there is no semantic significance:

(119) preab (Gd)' spadeful' : spreab (Cf)
corrdig (Cn) 'hip' : scorrog (Gd)
poilseir (Cn) 'pilchards' : spoilseiri (Rg)

Interestingly, s is often prefixed to the name of an animal to give extra force
to a command, e.g.:

(120) scut amach (Cf) 'out with you, cat'
scearc amach (Cf) 'out with you, hen'

The examples in (120) are derived from cut 'cat' and cearc 'hen'.

4.2.7(ii) Initial Ip'l. There is the prefixing p /p'/ to an initial /17 in examples
like Cois Fhairrge (p)leidhce, (p)leota, (p)leidhb 'fool'. This may be related
to lenition; see 6.2.5(i).
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