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Helder Ferreira do Vale

Helder Ferreira do Vale is a Ph.D. researcher in the Depart-
ment of Political and Social Sciences at the European 
University Institute in Florence, Italy, where he holds 

a fellowship from the Spanish International Cooperation and 
Development Agency (AECID). His doctoral research compares 
the evolution of intergovernmental relations in Brazil, Spain, 
and South Africa after these countries’ respective transitions to 
democracy. 

One important contribution of Helder’s doctoral research is to 
advance a comparative framework that explains the processes of 
decentralization, federalization, and development of subnational 
autonomy in these three countries. With this comparative frame 
of analysis, the research analyzes the intergovernmental mecha-
nisms behind decentralization and federalization, the bargain-
ing interaction between national and subnational political elites, 
and the institutional changes in the intergovernmental relations 
under democracy. This case-oriented research has been based on 
several in-depth interviews to local and national politicians as well 
as public officials in Brazil, Spain, and South Africa.

As a visiting scholar at the APSA Centennial Center, Helder 
has been interviewing decentralization experts working at inter-
national organizations in Washington, DC. Furthermore, he is 
using his time to deliver presentations in academic institutions 
in the DC area on his comparative framework. This experience 
has been extremely useful for Helder’s research, as he is having a 
unique opportunity both to disseminate his preliminary research 
findings and to receive important insights for further improve-
ment of his dissertation.

Since the beginning of his doctoral research, Helder has benefited 
from visits to several academic institutions from many countries. 
From 2004 to 2008, with a fellowship from the Spanish Minis-
try of Education, he was a fellow at the University of Barcelona’s 
Department of Sociology. During this period, he worked on a proj-
ect on the development of parliamentary regional political elites 
in democratic Spain. In 2006, Helder was a visiting scholar in 
Denmark at the University of Aalborg’s School of Postgraduate 
Interdisciplinary Research. In 2007, he conducted fieldwork in 
South Africa as a visiting student in the Department of Political 
Studies at the University of Cape Town. Lastly, in 2008, Helder 

Apply Now for Summer and Fall 2010
The Centennial Center for Political Science and Public Affairs is an invaluable resource to political and social scientists. Since its opening in Sep-

tember 2003, the center has housed more than 100 scholars. The center, located in the APSA headquarters near Dupont Circle, provides a great 

base of operations for scholars researching in the DC metro area. The center offers visiting scholars furnished work space, telephone, fax, comput-

ers, Internet access, conference space, a reference library, and access to George Washington University’s Gelman Library. Visiting-scholar stays 

range from a few  days to 12 months. Space is limited to APSA members and is available for faculty members, postdoctoral fellows, and advanced 

graduate students from the U.S. and abroad. Scholars are expected to cover their own expenses and a modest facilities fee. Prospective visiting 

scholars may apply at any time. Positions are awarded on a space-available basis. Full details on the center and the Visiting Scholars Program are 

online at http://www.apsanet.org/centennialcenter. You may also contact Allison Desrosiers: 202-483-2512; adesrosiers@apsanet.org.

Research Funding  
Available
APSA sponsors a number of funds to help finance research. Many 
of these funds can support your stay at the Centennial Center or 
elsewhere.

Rita Mae Kelly Fund
Supports research on the intersection of gender, race, ethnicity, 
and political power. 

The Presidency Research Fund 
Provides supplemental support for examination of the presi-
dency. 

Special Study for the Study of  Women and Politics 
Provides supplemental support for the study of women and 
politics.

Warren E. Miller Fellowship for Electoral Politics
Provides supplemental support for research residencies in 
national and comparative electoral politics. 

Ed Artinian Endowment for Advancing Publishing
Provides supplemental support to assist young scholars in pub-
lishing their research.

To see all available funding opportunities offered by APSA, please 
visit http://www.apsanet.org/centennialcenter.

was a visiting fellow at the Social Science Institute of the Univer-
sity of Lisbon, under the European Commission’s Marie Curie 
Fellowship Program.

As a result of Helder’s research, he received in 2006 the Stein 
Rokkan Award from the International Political Science Associa-
tion (IPSA) to present a paper on the Brazilian experience with 
municipal participatory democracy at IPSA’s World Congress in 
Fukuoka, Japan. In 2005, he was awarded the Jorge Sampaio Euro-
pean Research Award from the European Academy of Yuste on his 
research on the development of subanational and local govern-
ments under democracy in Portugal and Spain. n
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