
Book reviews

disorders. The wide range of topics could be a weakness of the
book, however. A reader interested in subjective experiences of
pharmacotherapy will not necessarily be also interested in
technical aspects of psychodynamic treatment.

In the main part of the book psychotherapists describe
establishing and maintaining therapeutic alliances with difficult
to-engage patients. Various departures from more traditional
psychoanalytic techniques are presented. For example, in a chapter
about engagement it is described how a patient is accompanied to
a museum by the therapist and also how the therapist reads the
Bible to a patient at their request. In the UK, a befriender and
not a psychotherapist would perform these tasks, were they to take
place at all. To those without analytic training it remains unclear
what the authors suggest the curative psychodynamic elements in
the therapy process might be, let alone how one could apply those
techniques.

It is ment ioned in the book that if psychoanalytic treatment of
a patient with a psychotic disorder is successful, other clinicians
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tend to express doubts about the original diagnosis. It is not
discussed or empir ically investigated to what extent the original
diagnoses of successfully treated patients actually might warrant
revision. The argument in favour of psychodynamic psycho
therapy for psychosis would be much stronger if it could be
shown, on the basis of independent blind reviews of assessment
reports, that the original diagnosis was probably correct.

Beyond Medication encourages readers to reflect upon the
dominant position of pharmacological treatment of psychotic
disorders. However, it does not offer empirical evidence for the
psychological treatments described that in any case appear to be
too complex to be applied solely with the help of this book.

Dieneke HUbbeling Springfield Academic Hospital, Wandsworth Crisis and Home
Treatment Team, 61 Glenburnie Road, London SW17 7DJ, UK. Email:
cienekeeooctors.org.ok

doi: 10.11921bjp.bp.108.061804

olume 13,1 sue ~

July 2009
http://apt.rcpsych.org

186

CONTENTS

Antiglucocorticoid treatments in psychiatry
Sean A. Mcisaac, Asa Westrin and Allan H. Young

Invited commentary. Targeting the HPA axis in major depression: doe s it work?
Stephan Claes

The fu ture of specialise d alcohol treatment services: a matter of polic y?
Harish Rao and Jason Luty

Invited commenta ry. Reason s to be cheerful
Peter Rice

Mood disorders and violence: a new focus
Clare Oakley, Fiona Hynes and Tom Clark

Anger and depression
Frederic N. Busch

Major depression: revisiting the concept and dia gn osis
K. S. Jacob

Why psychiatrists should wat ch films (or What has cinema ever done for psychiatry?)
Peter Byrne

Beyond ADHD and narcolepsy: psychostimulants in gene ral psychiat ry
Bradley Ng and Angela O'Brien

Cognitive-beha vioural therapy as an ad junctive treatm ent in chro nic ph ysical illn ess
Judith Halford and Tom Brown

For further Information nu
subscribing tu this journal

please contact:

Subscriptions Dept,
Maney Publi shing,

Suite Ie, Joseph's Well,
Hanover Walk, LEEDS

LS:-3 lAB, UK.
Tcl: +44 (0)11:-3 243 2800.
Fax:+44 (0)11:-3 386 8178,

Email:
subscriptions@maney.co.uk

Order online:
www.maney.co.uk

For US ordcrs :

Maney Publishing North
America,

875 Massachusetts Avenue,
7th Floor, Cambridge,

!'I'IA 02 13H,USA.
Tcl: 866 2m 5 154 (toll free).

Fax: + I 6 17 :-354 6875.

Email:
maney@maneyusa.com

https://doi.org/10.1192/S0007125000289666 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1192/S0007125000289666



