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narrative and interpretation of Late Preclassic 
and Classic Maya history gleaned from an un- 
paralleled knowledge of the inscriptions of Tikal, 
Palenque, Chich6n Itza, and other major cit- 
ies, also the subject of a final hook with Peter 
Mathews. Schele's articles, many produced in 
collaboration with her students and young col- 
leagues such as David Stuart and Nikolai Grube, 
were the more effective for being published 
speedily: after beginning work at Copan, she 
initiated a series of 'CopBn Notes' which re- 
ported decipherments almost as soon as they 
were made; by arrangement with a copy shop 
in Austin, anybody could obtain the Notes by 
fax immediately. A parallel series of 'Texas 
Notes' on non-Copan topics was also launched, 
many of them being decipherments made by 
members of the hieroglyphic workshops: Linda 
Schele was generous in her inspiration of oth- 
ers as well as in sharing her ideas. Her inspira- 
tion extended on to the lecture platform, where 
the infectious enthusiasm of her delivery would 
often be interrupted by her realization, and 
prompt announcement, of yet another break- 
through in understanding of a text or image. 
To her, all information was relevant: she did 
not fully accept Maya archaeologists' concern 
with precise stratigraphic context, and was 
happy to work with unprovenanced material 
if it advanced her understanding, but in a fis- 
siparous profession was notably broad-minded 
and collegial. 

NOKMAN HAMMOND 
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In our last Editorial, we reported with trepi- 
dation our increasingly frequent reference to 
URLs on the internet as a source of informa- 
tion, when that information could he transi- 
tory or out-dated. As an experiment, we 
promised a preliminary analysis of web-pages 
of the Departments of Archaeology in the United 
Kingdom. We hesitated to make a comparative 
analysis of quality (there is, indeed, consider- 
able variation) but we could comment more read- 
ily on their frequency of updating. We are happy 
to report that the majority of these sites are rela- 
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tively frequently updated, as shown in our sim- 
ple graph. Only the web-page of the Univer- 
sity of Bristol was found to be substantially of 
historical interest (its latest up-date is at the 
time of writing almost two years ago, with the 
Editor still apparently holding her Senior Lec- 
tureship there!). All but two of the others had 
received some attention within the last six 
months. We strongly urge university depart- 
ments to provide the institutional structure for 
regular updating, and we will report back in 
the future! 
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