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The James Ross Island area is recognized as one of the geological treasures of Antarctica. It exposes 
a section of 5-6 km of Cretaceous and Tertiary marine sedimentary strata with an important content 
of reworked Upper Jurassic rocks near the base. This succession is probably one of the most important 
Cretaceous sequences in the Southern Hemisphere. 

A collaborative project between the British Antarctic Survey, Centre for Palynological Studies, 
University of Sheffield and the British Geological Survey was established in 1988 to investigate the 
palynostratigraphy of the basin. This collaborative project culminated in the completion of 16 M.Sc. 
theses between 1988 and 1990. The results of this work are summarized here, along with a review 
of the stratigraphy and sedimentology of the basin. 

All samples, residues and slides are curated at the British Antarctic Survey, High Cross, Madingley 
Road, Cambridge. 

The editors would not have been able to prepare this Special Issue without the aid of many people. 
We wish to acknowledge the help and guidance of Drs M.R.A. Thomson, J.A. Crame (BAS), Dr E.G. 
Spinner (Centre for Palynological Studies), Prof. D.A. Spears (University of Sheffield) and Dr B. 
Owens (BGS), and to express our gratitude to the external referees: 

Dr R.A. Askin, University of California, Riverside 
Dr D.J. Batten, University of Wales, Aberystwyth 

Dr R.J. Davey, Simon-Robertson Group 
Dr J.P.G. Fenton, Simon-Robertson Group 

Dr I.C. Harding, University of Southampton 
Dr R. Harland, British Geological Survey 

Dr J.E. Thomas, British Geological Survey 
Dr B.A. Tocher, University of Wales, Aberystwyth 

Finally, we wish to thank the authors, without whom this Special Issue would not exist. 

It is recommended that reference to papers in this issue be given in the following manner: 

AUTHOR(S). 1992. Title. In DUANE, A.M., PIRRIE, D. & RIDING, J.B. eds, Palynology of the James Ross Island area, 
Antarctic Peninsula. Antarctic Science, 4, page numbers. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0954102092000415 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0954102092000415

