892 OBITUARIES.

Sir JosEpH PETAVEL, F.R.S., Fellow, 1873-1936.

Joseph Ernest Petavel was born on August 14th, 1873, and educated at
University College, London. In igoo he went to Owen’s College, Manchester,
as John Harding Research Fellow. In 1908 he was appointed Professor of
Engineering and Director of the Whitworth Laboratories of Manchester Univer-
sity, where he worked on the attainment of very high- pressures. The following
year he was appointed one of the original members of the Advisory Committee
for Aeronautics, on which he served after it became the Aeronautical Research
Committee, until his death. In 1911 he was appointed a member of the General
Board of the National Physical Laboratory and in 1919 he became the director.
Knighted in 1920, Sir Joseph Petavel served on many important committees and
councils and was a Past-President of the Engineering Section of the British
Association.

Sir Joseph Petavel was essentially an engineer, though most of his work, as
an administrator, prevented him from carrying out fully many of his own ideas.
Elected to the Socxety in 1910, his death was a great personal loss to the large
circle of friends he had made in aviation.

JouN LAURENCE HobGson, Associate Fellow, d. August, 1936.

John L. Hodgson was an engineer of great .ability and originality. He had
a very wide range of interests and took an active part in the discussions of the
societies to which he belonged. He made the subject of waste particularly his
own and showed how, by co-ordinated effort and the proper use of machinery,
the working hours of the world could be at least halved. He took a keen interest
in all aeronautical questions and was one of the pioneers on testing model
airscrews. He was elected an Associate Fellow of the Society in 1gr1z. .

ROBERT ALEXANDER TARLETON, Member and Associate Fellow, d. November, 1936.

R. A. Tarleton was killed in an aeroplane accident near Jodhpur, India, on
November 16th, 1936, while on a tour of inspection for the Jodhpur Railway, of
which he was the locomotive and carriage superintendent.

Tarleton was a member of the Institution of Aeronautical Engineers before its
amalgamation with the Royal Aeronautical Society and also an Associate Fellow
of the Society. He served in the Royal Air Force during the war, and though
a locomotive engineer, whose duties kept him in India, he continued to keep up
his interest in aviation and took every opportunity to fly.

GEORGE GEACH PArNALL, Companion, d. June, 1936.

George Parnall was a member of the firm of George Parnall and Sons, shop-
fitters, which, during the Great War, turned their activities towards building
aeroplanes. The interest he then acquired in aircraft- was one George Parnall
never lost, and when, following the war, his firm sold their business, he decided
to enter the aircraft industry. A pioneer of many new and experimental designs,
he spared no money to further any project ‘which held out any hope of success.
Among the most interesting of the machines produced by George Parnall and Co.
was the Parnall Parasol Research monoplane for the purpose of carrying out
full-scale research.

SqQuaproN LEADER Rorro A. pk Haea Haig, Associate Fellow, 1896-1936.

Squadron Leader R. A. de. Haga Haig was drowned in a yachting accident
near Plymouth on November 1oth, while trying to adjust the foresail in a storm.

Born at Newcastle-on- -Tyne in 1896, de' Haga Haig joined the Royal Flying
Corps from the Infaniry in 1916 and was quickly recognised as being a pilot of

https://doi.org/10.1017/5036839310012098X Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S036839310012098X



