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Cover Camera traps are now regularly used by conservationists, 
and are proving indispensable for both discovery and monitoring. 
They are a particular boon for the study of rare animals, as demons-
trated by this camera-trap self portrait of the elusive snow leopard. 
This issue includes nine articles in which camera traps have been 
central to the research, from the first camera-trap record of the snow 
leopard in Gaurishankar Conservation Area, Nepal, to species docu-
mentation, monitoring of species invasion, and the study of a range 
of carnivores, large and small. For further details, see pp. 173–234. 
(Photograph © S. Kennerknecht/Minden/NaturePL.com)
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