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“A truly excellent book – I enjoyed every page. I am sure it will be read with 
appreciation by all who care for Shakespeare, or are curious about the inner 

turmoil of his life.”
Claire Tomalin

“Stanley Wells illuminates and entertains – brilliant!”
Kenneth Branagh

“It is, I think, incontestable to claim that no single person in history has done 
more for the study and appreciation of Shakespeare than Stanley Wells.”

From the foreword by Stephen Fry
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King Lear. The Vakhtangov Theatre, Moscow. Yevgeniya Kregzhde (centre) as the Fool/Cordelia; Artur Ivanov (right) as Lear. 
Photograph: Aleksandra Torgushnikova
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