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1980 Lamont Poetry Prize Winner
More Trouble with the Obvious
POEMS BY MICHAEL VAN WALLEGHEN

"Halfway through More Trouble with the Obvious I was afraid 
he wouldn't be able to keep it up — the detail, incidents, 
insight into human feelings and behavior. But he does keep 
it up, surprising us repeatedly with the truth of his obser-
vations and the quality of his writing. There are some stun-
ningly well-written poems in Van Walleghen's book." — Louis 
Simpson. "Van Walleghen registers practically perfect pitch 
for domestic American tones." — William Harmon. ", . . 
arresting. ... a poetry disturbing, comic, and veridical." — 
Richard Wilbur. Cloth, $10.00; paper, $4.95.

Dream Flights
POEMS BY DAVE SMITH

"Dave Smith is a poet of lavish talents. It would be hard today 
to find a poet who is more truly a poet, and a poet more true 
to his gifts. Here mingle realism and deep pathos; vernacular 
language and grandeur of phrase; an ideal of beauty and our 
common world; the movement of daily speech with elaborate, 
subtle, or powerful rhythm; originality of imagery and metaphor 
with shrewd observation. His best poems, such as 'The Tire 
Hangs in the Yard,' 'The Traveling Photographer,' and 
'Wildfire,' different as they are among themselves, make 
strong claims to being masterpieces. . . . All the poems, even 
those that make no grand claim, are truly his own. The poetic 
drive is powerful, he is young, and his — and our — expec-
tations for the future should be great. ... a splendid and massive 
achievement." — Robert Penn Warren. Cloth, $10.00. paper, 
$4.95.

With Akhmatova at the Black Gates
POEMS BY STEPHEN BERG • FOREWORD BY HAYDEN CARRUTH

There are few precedents for what Stephen Berg has attempted 
and accomplished in these poems. They are not translations, 
nor versions or imitations, but meditations on and through 
the person and poetry of Anna Akhmatova, one of Russia's 
greatest poets. "The only word for the Akhmatova poems is 
amazing. . . . Berg has done a magnificent job of 'method' — 
completely projecting himself into the other person. It is hard 
to believe his versions were done by a man." — Kenneth 
Rexroth. Cloth, $10.00; paper, $4.95.

We accept charges on Visa, MasterCard, and American Express, and pay postage on prepaid orders. 
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The Modern Language Association of America
ORGANIZED 1883 INCORPORATED 1900

OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1981
President: Peter  Demetz , Yale University 
First Vice-President: Wayne  C. Booth , University of Chicago 
Second Vice-President: Mary  Ann  Caws , Hunter College and Graduate Center,

City University of New York
Executive Director: Joel  Conarroe , University of Pennsylvania 
Deputy Executive Director: Hans  Rutimann

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
For the term ending 31 December 1981 
Barbara  Bowen  
University of Illinois, Urbana 
James  Lawler  
University of Chicago 
Marjorie  G. Perloff  
University of Southern California 
For the term ending 31 December 1983 
Paul  Fussell  
Rutgers University
Barbara  K. Lewalski
Brown University
Gita  May
Columbia University

Gordon  N. Ray
Guggenheim Foundation, Managing Trustee

For the term ending 31 December 1982
Ruth  K. Angress
Princeton University
Walter  H. Sokel
University of Virginia
Ruth  H. Webber
University of Chicago
For the term ending 31 December 1984
Sandra  M. Gilbert
University of California, Davis
A. Walton  Litz
Princeton University
Aldo  Scaglione
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

TRUSTEES OF INVESTED FUNDS
C. Waller  Barrett
Charlottesville, Virginia

Robert  Lumiansky
American Council of Learned Societies

PMLA (ISSN 0030-8129) is issued six times a year, in January, March, May, September, October, 
and November, by the Modem Language Association of America, 62 Fifth Avenue, New York, New 
York 10011. Membership is open to those persons who are professionally interested in the modern 
languages and literatures. Annual dues, which include subscription to PMLA, are based on members’ 
salaries and are graduated as follows: student members, $10; unemployed regular members, $10; 
regular members (first year), $20; regular members (salary under $12,000), $25; regular members 
(salary $12,000-$15,000), $30; regular members (salary $15,000-$20,000), $35; regular members
(salary $20,000-$25,000), $40; regular members (salary $25,000-$30,000), $45; regular members
(salary $30,000-$35,000), $50; regular members (salary over $35,000), $55; joint members (with
only one subscription to PMLA), add $10 to dues category of higher paid member; foreign mem-
bers, same as regular members. Membership applications are available on request.

The subscription price of PMLA for libraries and other institutions is $52. A subscription including 
a bound volume at the end of the year is $130, domestic and foreign. Agents deduct 10% as their fee. 
Single copies of the January, March, May, and October issues may be obtained for $7.50 each; the 
November (Program) issue for $20; the September (Directory) issue for $35.

Issues for the current year are available from the MLA Member and Customer Services Office. 
Claims for undelivered issues will be honored if they are received within one year of the publication 
date; thereafter the single issue price will be charged.

For information about the availability of back issues, inquire of Kraus Reprint Co., Millwood, NY 
10546; (914) 762-2200. Early and current volumes may be obtained on microfilm from University 
Microfilms, Ann Arbor, MI 48106. Purchase of current volumes on film is restricted to subscribers 
of the journal.
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62 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10011 Tele. 212 741-5588 

All communications including notices of changes of address should be sent to the Member and 
Customer Services Office of the Association at 62 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10011. If a change 
of address also involves a change of institutional affiliation, that office should be informed of this
fact at the same time.
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