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THE SUPERANNUATION OF OFFICERS IN

HOSPITALS FOR THE INSANE: Its Principle, Policy, and Practice.

By W. LAUDER LINDSAY, M.D., F.R.8.E., Physician to the Murray Royal
Institution (for the Insane), Perth.

¢ This little book . . . . . might seem from its title to be merely a plea on behalf of
Asylum Officers ; but it is in reality a most important contribution to the welfare of the Insane.
Evmlylum Superintendent knows too well how important and how difficult it is to secure and
to good Attendants. The standard required is so high,the duties are so trying, and the draw-
backs are 8o numerous that the difficulty is not to be wondered at. Yet good Attendants are quite
indispensable to the of an Asylum, and the welfare of its inmates. Dr. Lindsay casts no
slur on human nature when he expresses the opinion that good Attendants cannot be got or retained
unless the immediate Remuneration be ample, and & Penrion assured. He thivks—and we entirely
agree with him—that the right to a liberal Pension after 15 years’ good service would do more than
anything else to attain this end. The Pension, in Dr. Lindsay’s opinion—and we again agree with
him—should be two-thirds of the total yearly value of the office, with smaller or temporary
Pensions for shorter service; but a most just and proper distinction is drawn between those
officials who have the constant wearing anxiety inseparable from the direct care of patients, and
those who are engaged in the administrative or eco: omic departments, and have no such unoeasing
T ibility. Very elaborate and carefully ooml?iled Tables are given, showing the present practice
as to Superannuat on in the Asylums of Great Br tian. It i certainly stranve that Pensions have
80 rarely been held forward to attract good servants, while th&&rinoiple of granting them has been

t o

80 generally recognised. Dr. Lindsay has done well to point out 8o forcibly. e size of the
book is quite deceptive : for it represents an f t >

hl

and correspondence. It

is & very able, exhaustive and valuable Su: of the whole subject of lum Saperannuation :

and Dr. Lindsay deserves the cordial thanks of his fellow workers, and of all inteiested in he

zelflu-eof theﬂ:nne,forthinhbmrof Love.”—Dr. Yellowless, Physician to the Glasgow Ryal
sylum.

J. & A. CaurcHILL, New Burlington Street, London.
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