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LETTER

To THE EDpI1TOR:

Professor Maurice Friedberg’s recent review article on Soviet Russia’s bibliophiles
(December 1976) contains much valuable information and several wise observations
about this topic. Curiously, no mention is made of two unique private collections of
Russian literary verse that their owners built up steadily throughout their lives. They
are the collections of I. N. Rozanov (1874-1959) and A. K. Tarasenkov (1909-56),
collections that are remarkable not so much for their size as for their comprehensive
coverage of their subject area. Rozanov’s collection, which includes many volumes
with authorial inscriptions to Rozanov, is now housed in the Pushkin Museum, Mos-
cow, and is fully described in Biblioteka russkoi poezii I. N. Rozanova: Bibliogra-
ficheskoe opisanie, V. V. Gol'dberg et al., comps. (Moscow: Kniga, 1975). Tarasen-
kov’s collection, described by his widow, M. O. Belkina (“ ‘Glavnaia kniga’: Istoriia
odnoi biblioteki,” Novyi mir, 1966, no. 11, pp. 195-224), was the basis for his post- .
humous Russkie poety XX veka, 1900-1955: Bibliografiia (Moscow: Sovetskii pisatel',
1966). It might further be noted that although Tarasenkov was an orthodox literary
critic, Rozanov, a highly respected professor at MGU, was almost the only scholar to
publish articles on formal as well as thematic aspects of Russian poetry throughout the

Stalin era.
Ian K. L1ty
University of Auckland
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Scholars’ Guide to Washington, D. C., for
Russlan/Soviet Studies
Steven A. Grant for the Kennan Institute

This Guide, the first of several fundamental research aids being pre-
pared by the Kennan Institute for Advanced Russian Studies, a division
of the Wilson Center, is designed to provide information to scholars
and interested laymen concerning the rich resources in the Washing-
ton area for the study of Russia and the Soviet Union.

The main body of the Guide is divided into two parts. The first covers
various types of collections, especially libraries; archives and manu-
script depositories; museums, galleries, and art collections; coliections
of maps, film and still pictures, music and other sound recordings. The
second part of the Guide digcusses organizations which are involved
in the study or reporting of Russian/Soviet affairs, and deal or maintain
contact with the Soviet Union.

Helpful appendixes and indexes are included in the back of the Guide.
416 pages $5.95 paper $19.95 cloth
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