INTRODUCTION

Dear readers,

We are pleased to present Part 1 of 2 of Radiocarbon 2018, the Proceedings of the 23rd
International Radiocarbon Conference, which was held June 17-22, 2018, in Trondheim, Norway
and hosted by NTNU University Museum. Part 2 will be published in the December 2019 issue of
Radiocarbon.

The study of radiocarbon is broad, so this meeting brought together researchers from many
fields and interests. We are grateful to the more than 280 participants from around the
world who met in Trondheim to share their diverse ideas and perhaps discuss new
collaborations. We would like to thank the sponsors, invited speakers, and committee
members for their invaluable contributions. We also thank all the participants for their
engaging and fruitful discussions, both in session and out. In all, we hosted approximately
110 oral presentations and over 230 poster presentations.

When the sessions were done for the day, participants were free to explore the lovely town of
Trondheim, which is within walking distance of the conference venue, the Scandic Lerkendal
hotel. Excursions included pub nights as well as a beautiful organ concert in the historic
Nidaros Cathedral, followed by a gala dinner held at the stately Frimurerlogen building,
where guests were treated to live music, an excellent meal, wine, and (for some) dancing
into the night.

We hope everyone enjoyed their experience in Trondheim and we hope to see you all again
soon. The next Radiocarbon Conference will be held in 2021 in Israel, coordinated by

Elisabetta Boaretto and hosted by the Weizmann Institute of Science.

On behalf of the Organizing Committee,

Marie-Josée Nadeau
Guest editor
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PHOTOS

Participants of Radiocarbon 2018 at the Scandic Lerkendal conference center in Trondheim,
Norway. (Photos courtesy of the organizers.)

Conference participants listening to the opening plenary talk of Elisabetta Boaretto.
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Discussions during a poster session.

Gathering of the scientific committee on the first conference day.
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Conference host Marie-Josée Nadeau giving her opening speech for the
Radiocarbon 2018 conference.

Bovin quartet performing at the gala dinner.
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Local organizing committee from NTNU.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

University o\ |//4
of Glasgow

e

_SWEeRC_

Scottish Universities Environmental Research Centre

Glasgow Radiocarbon Inter-Comparison 2019

The next global radiocarbon inter-comparison is currently being planned, with samples being
sourced. We will distribute the samples by the end of 2019, allowing 6 months for return of the
results. This exercise is for AMS facilities, but we will endeavour, if possible to acquire
radiometric samples.

Samples:

All of the samples are natural (wood, bone, peat and grain), some are known age, and overall
their age spans approx. 40,000BP to modern. In the case of peat, the sample will have been pre-
treated to humic acid, but other samples will require pre-treatment.

We have designed a study with two groups of samples. The first group is typical of the samples
provided in SIRI, where the volume of material being provided will be sufficient to make a few
repeat measurements. In the second group, we will provide a quantity of material, sufficient to
allow AMS labs to run (and report) multiple measurements from different wheels/batches over
the space of six months experimental phase. It is intended that sufficient material will remain to
allow labs to use these as internal quality assurance samples.

Why this design?

The purpose of including the first group of samples is to allow each laboratory to quality check
(once consensus values and uncertainties have been defined), their laboratory operation at the
time of analyses (so a classical round robin trial). The second group of samples provides
laboratories with well characterised materials which can function as secondary standards, in
sufficient quantity to be run routinely and thus allow assessment of both laboratory
precision and accuracy.

What should you do?

If you are interested in taking part and receiving samples, then please email marian.scott@
glasgow.ac.uk or philip.naysmith@glasgow.ac.uk.
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