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MAIMONIDES:
A Guide (or Today's Perplexed

M A I M O N I D E S :
A ' G U I D E
FOR T O D A Y ' S
P E R P L E X E D

Kenneth Seeskin

"...a masterful introduction
...with clarity and thoroughness,
Seeskin guides us through
Maimonides' central
arguments..."
Neil Gillman, The Jewish Theological

Seminary of America

".../ wasn't sure (it) could be
done...present the Rambam
intelligently and yet easily,
elegantly, felicitously."

Steven S. Schwarzschild

"... the most refreshing, inviting
and sophisticated introduction
to...Maimonides available."

Menachem Kellner,
University of Haifa

An excellent introduction to the philosophy of Maimonides as
well as a superb foundation for the understanding of Jewish
belief and thought. Creating a unique bridge between the
medieval and the modern mind, Seeskin addresses the classic
questions of Judaism in a modern context.

Kenneth Seeskin is Professor and Chair of the Department of
Philosophy at Northwestern University and is Director of the
Jewish Studies Program.

$9.95
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Jewish Personal
and Social Ethics
Louis Jacobs

How does a Jew strike a harmonious
balance between Jewish beliefs and
the exigencies of the modern world7

Louis Jacobs offers insight and
guidance leading to the discovery of
workable, ethical positions in all
areas of life: business, personal and
the world community.

The learned observations of Louis
Jacobs are tendered with respect to a
changing world and diverse mores,
avoiding the absolute dictates of
Aristotelian/Western ethics in favor
of flexible, empirical Jewish
solutions.

Subjects include:

Judaism and the Good Life • Self-
Improvement • Humility • Life and
Death • Honesty and Integrity • The
Inner Life • Good Deeds • Work and
Leisure • Gambling and Taking Risks
• Hard and Soft Virtues • Sexuality
• Family and Friends • The Jewish
Community • Justice • War and
Peace • Ecology • Space Exploration

$12.50

READER:
Modern Hebrew
Prose and Poetry
Ora Band, Editor

Authors include: S.Y. Agnon,
Yehudah Amichai, Arye
Eliav, Amir Gilboa, Leah
Goldberg, Ephraim Kishon,
Abba Kovner, Aharon
Meged, Dan Pagis, Moshe
Prager, Rahel, Menahem
Talmi, Ben-Zion Tomer, Meir
Wieseltier, Natan Zach.

Able to be introduced in any second
or third-year class of college-level
Hebrew, the Reader provides
selections at an intermediate level of
linguistic proficiency.

Thought provoking questions are
presented after every selection as
well as a vocabulary list of
unfamiliar words, terms, and cultural
expressions.

$14.95

BEHRMAN HOUSE, INC.
235 Watchung Avenue, West Orange, NJ 07052

(201) 669-0447 FAX: (201) 669-9769
For Visa or MasterCard orders call toll-free: 1-800-221-2755

Prepaid orders add $2.00 postage for the first book and $.75 for
each additional book.

DESK COPIES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
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Jewish Faith and Experience in
Modern History and Ancient Times

Leo Baeck Institute New York
Catalog of the
Archival Collections
Edited by Fred Grubel in cooperation
with Alan S. Divack, Frank Mecklen-
burg, Michael A. Riff, Nusi Sznaider

This catalog describes the collections
of correspondence, manuscripts, etc.
of the perhaps most extensive
archive of German-language Jewish
literature. This catalog describes the
Institute's archival collections in two
sections. The first section includes
284 Major Collections (each having
more than 100 items) and 3825
Small Collections. It includes all
acquisitions received through 1988.
Indexes of subjects, names and
places make this material accessible.
1990. XVI, 409 pages (Schriftenreihe
wissenschaftlicher Abhandlungen des
Leo Baeck Instituts 47).
ISBN 3-16-145597-5 cloth. $ 108.50

Second Chance
Two Centuries of German-speaking
Jews in the United Kingdom
Edited by Werner E. Mosse with
Julius Carlebach, Gerhard Hirschfeld,
Aubrey Newman, Arnold Paucker,
Peter Pulzer

The first systematic attempt to
evaluate the German-Jewish
experience in Britain. Here, for the
first time is a comprehensive review

of a remarkable chapter in German-
Jewish and English history. It covers
the process of migration, including
the legal and administrative
problems that needed to be
overcome, the patterns of settlement,
the difficulties of adaptation and the
two-way process of integration.
1991. XIV, 654 pages (Schriftenreihe
wissenschaftlicher Abhandlungen des
Leo Baeck Instituts 48).
ISBN 3-16-145741-2 cloth. $ 78.00

Ernst C. Stiefel/
Frank Mecklenburg
Deutsche Juristen im
amerikanischen Exil
(1933-1950)
The German legal profession suffered
more than any other professional
group from Nazi persecution.
Thousands of Jewish or politically
liberal minded lawyers went into
teaching liberal arts and social
sciences. For the first time this study
investigates the painful adjustment
processes of the legal profession.
Finally, special attention is paid to
their participation in the US war
effort and their post-war involvement
in the Nuremberg Trials and the
rebuilding of a Democratic Germany.
(Published in German.)
1991. VII, 236 pages. ISBN
3-16-145688-2 cloth. $ 78.00 (May)
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The Ways of the Sages
and the Way of the World
The Minor Tractates of the Babylonian
Talmud: Derekh 'Eretz Rabbah,
Derekh 'Eretz Zuta, Pereq ha-Shalom.
Translated on the basis of the
manuscripts and provided with a
commentary by Marcus van Loopik

Translation and explanation of some
rabbinical texts. This book shows us
how religious ethics was realised by
the pious men of old days.
The reader of this book will enter
through the gate of practical wisdom
and will be confronted with a world
of ethical radicalisation, which is
similar to the atmosphere of the
Sermon on the Mount in the New
Testament.
1991. XIII, 389 pages (Texte und
Studien zum Antiken Judentum 26).
ISBN 3-16-145644-0 cloth. $ 114.50

Israel Shatzman
The Armies of the
Hasmonaeans and Herod
From Hellenistic to Roman Frameworks

This book examines the military
institutions of the Hasmonaeans and
Herod and suggests that under
Herod Roman tactics replaced the
Hellenistic methods of war that
previously were applied in the
Jewish army. It also examines the use
of the army and fortifications to
attain aims of foreign policy and to
tackle problems of internal security.

1991. 380 pages (est.) and 20 pages
halftones (Texte und Studien zum
Antiken Judentum 25). ISBN
3-16-145617-3 cloth. $ 110.00 (est.)
(June)

Michael D. Swartz
Mystical Prayer in
Ancient Judaism
An Analysis of Ma'aseh Merkavah

This book is a formcritical and
historical analysis of Ma 'aseh
Merkavah, and an evaluation of the
place of Ma 'aseh Merkavah and the
forms of religion it reflects in the
history of Judaism. It is shown that
Ma 'aseh Merkavah evolved from a
collection of prayers to be recited in
community with the heavenly hosts
to a prescription for the active
cultivation of the individual's ascent
to and vision of the upper realm. The
study thus explores the relationship
of mysticism and magic to prayer in
Judaism of Late Antiquity and sheds
light on the problem of the function
of a prayer in a religious culture.
1991. 210 pages (est.) (Texte und
Studien zum Antiken Judentum 28).
ISBN 3-16-145679-3 cloth.
$ 73-00 (est.) (August)

In North America these books are
available from
Coronet Books Inc.
311 Bainbridge Street, Philadelphia,
PA 19147, U.S.A.,
Phone (215) 925-2762

J.C.B. Mohr (Paul Siebeck) Tubingen
in North America available from Coronet Books Inc.
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