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Misquotations in Study on Water Pipe

Tobacco Smoking
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In their review on water pipe smoking, Watad et al.
(2009) credit Rakower & Fatal (1962) for stating that
‘plasma carboxyhaemoglobin was significantly higher
for WP [water pipe] smokers when compared to non-
smokers and cigarette smokers’. This is the first
misquotation. In another instance, the same authors are
credited for stating that jurak or ajami are cruder forms
of meassel’. Once again, this is not exact.

Bedwani et al. (1997) are cited in connection with a
‘significantly increased risk of bladder cancer among
water pipe smokers compared to non-smokers’ This is
another misquotation as the Egyptian authors clearly
emphasised that ‘it is more important, and more origi-
nal, that our data did not find users of products other
than cigarettes (i.e., water pipe and hashish) to be at
elevated risk, after allowance for cigarette smoking’.
Watad et al. might not be responsible for this error as it
was published in a previous review by Maziak et al.
(2004). However, they should have been more critical in

their review of the literature as a last example — that of
Yadav & Thakur (2000), unduly cited for ‘complication
rates during pregnancy’ — shows.
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