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UAssociation Internationale de Droit Africain
LE 31 juillet 1959 est nee a Bruxelles 1' ' Association Internationale de Droit Africain'
(AIDA) ou ' International African Law Association' (IALA) par la fusion du ' Comite
interafricain de droit coutumier' et de 1' ' African Law Association'. Son siege est a
Paris et son premier bureau a ete constitue comme suit: president, le professeur P. J.
Idenburg (Afrika Studie-centrum de Leyde), vice-presidents, MM. Deschamps (Orstom,
Paris), Anderson (School of Oriental and African Studies, Londres), A. Sohier (Belgique),
secretaires generaux MM. Allott (School of Oriental and African Studies, Londres) et
Poirier (Faculte de Lyon et ficole superieure de la France d'Outremer).

L'association a pour but d'etudier les systemes juridiques de l'Afrique sous 1'aspect de la
coutume et des relations entre droits autochtones et non autochtones. Elle se propose tout
specialement d'aider les nouveaux gouvernements africains a resoudre leurs problemes
juridiques grace a une assistance internationale. Plusieurs activites sont deja en cours.

Le 4 decembre s'est tenue a la Fondation Universitaire de Bruxelles une reunion de
fondation de la section beige sous la presidence de MM. Idenburg et Sohier. Les buts de la
section ont ete definis: c'est la creation au Congo Beige et au Ruanda-Urundi de sections
locales composees d'experts en matiere coutumiere: des Europeens, magistrats, sociologies,
ethnologues, fonctionnaires, et des Africains, juges des tribunaux indigenes, notables
coutumiers, universitaires. Ces sections, qui pourraient etre provinciates, definiraient d'abord
leur programme d'apres les circonstances locales et les materiaux deja existants. Ici on
preparerait la codification des coutumes, ailleurs leur redaction, ailleurs on les recueillerait.
On examinerait la possibilite de creer un droit original en harmonisant les legislations
actuelles avec les principes du droit coutumier. On essaierait d'instituer une franche colla-
boration entre autochtones et experts, avec l'appui de la commission internationale. Forte-
ment decentralisee, chaque section aura ainsi son programme propre, mais dans un esprit
a la fois scientifique et pratique: il s'agit d'elaborer des textes en vue de leur application.
Chaque section aura a rechercher ses moyens d'action et ses voies et moyens.

Le bureau de la section beige a provisoirement ete compose de Mr. A. Sohier, president,
Mr. J. Vanderlinden, secretaire, et de Mme Dorsinfang-Smets (professeur a l'Universite'
Libre de Bruxelles), MM. de Waersegger (conseiller a la Cour de Cassation), Gilissen
(professeur a l'Universite Libre de Bruxelles), Guillaume (professeur a l'Universite Libre de
Bruxelles), Grevisse, Malengreau (professeur a l'Universite Catholique de Louvain), Mineur
(professeur a l'lnstitut Universitaire des Territoires d'Outremer), Rae (president honoraire
a la Cour d' Appel), Soyer (Secretaire General de l'lnstitut National pour la Recherche
Scientifique en Afrique Centrale), Van Hove (Inspecteur Royal au Ministere du Congo
Beige et du Ruanda-Urundi). Monsieur l'avocat general Dermaut a bien voulu promettre
le concours du Bulletin des Juridictions indigenes, et Monsieur Sohier celle du J.T.O.

Peuvent etre membres de l'Association les juristes et toutes personnes professionnelle-
ment interessees a l'etude du droit africain. Leur collaboration sera la bienvenue. La section
beige et les sections locales pourront aussi compter des membres associes et protecteurs.
La correspondance pour la section beige peut etre adressee au secretaire, 5 3 avenue Armand
Huysmans, Bruxelles 5.

[Communicated by Mr. J. Vanderlinden]

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology African Research Project
THE African Economic and Political Development Project at the Centre for International
Studies, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, is engaged in a series of related studies of
economic growth in varying political contexts in Africa South of the Sahara. Two econo-
mists, Messrs. Robert West and Archibald Callaway, and two political scientists, Messrs.
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Charles Nixon and Herbert Weiss, under the direction of a political economist, Mr. Arnold
Rivkin, are spending about eighteen months, beginning in November 1959, in Nigeria,
Guinea, the Belgian Congo, and the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland doing field
research. The research will emphasize the patterns and direction of economic growth, the
physical, political, and social limitations on growth, the allocation and use of resources, and
the interaction of changing political relationships, institutions, and processes, on the one
hand, and economic growth, on the other. Consideration will also be given to the newly
evolving political and economic relationships between Africa and other areas of the world,
the impact of external factors on African political and economic development, and the
significance of developments in Africa for other areas of the world. An attempt will also be
made to do some comparative analysis and theorizing on growth and change in Africa South
of the Sahara, drawing on the four country studies and other Project research.

Each economist and political scientist, working on an interdisciplinary basis, will spend,
on an average, nine months in each of two of the areas to be studied. The entire group will
convene at the end of the eighteen months of fieldwork at M.I.T. for a period of discussion,
analysis, and writing. It is contemplated that the Project will result in a series of monographs
and books which will be interrelated by Mr. Rivkin in an overall volume on African change
and development.

[Communicated by Mr. Arnold Rivkin]

Silver Jubilee of Western Nigerian Co-operative Movement
IT was in 1935 that Nigeria passed the first law giving official encouragement to the esta-
blishment of co-operative businesses. Since then co-operatives have ranged from farm
marketing types to consumer self-service grocery stores. Even handicraft workers are
organized into co-operative marketing associations and in Oyo there are wood-carving,
leather-working, and calabash-carving co-operatives. One of the outstanding successes in the
Western Region has been the establishment of more than 600 farm marketing co-operatives,
which, according to the Government's Registry, handle 20 per cent, of all agricultural pro-
ducts exported from Western Nigeria. The annual turnover is approximately £4,000,000.

The Co-operative Bank of Ibadan, which was formed in 195 3 with the help of an interest-
free loan of £1 million from the Western Regional government, has more than doubled
its assets and has built the city's most modern skyscraper. The bank is operated along tradi-
tional co-operative lines of one member one vote. It lends money at comparatively low
interest rates to form marketing co-operatives during the peak marketing season, often
entering the commercial market itself to borrow funds for its members. There is a Registry
of co-operatives and a team of inspectors which calls periodically on the co-operatives to
check their operations, advise on administrative problems, and, if necessary, conduct
feasibility surveys. The education and information side of the movement, ' Co-operative
Union of Western Nigeria' (CUWN), serves as public relations consultant to the more
than 1,000 co-operatives in the Western Region, and broadcasts a fortnightly programme
in Yoruba, English, and other dialects if necessary. It also publishes a quarterly and supplies
informative material. One of its main current projects is the establishment of credit unions,
and it is also considering a co-operative printing plant and a mutual life and property in-
surance company.

The Historical Society of Nigeria, Fifth Annual Congress
As reported briefly in the January number of Africa, the Fifth Annual Congress of the
Historical Society of Nigeria was held in the Nigerian College of Arts, Science, and Techno-
logy at Enugu from 20 to 22 December.
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