
The Making of Japanese Settler Colonialism

This innovative study demonstrates how Japanese empire builders invented
and appropriated the discourse of overpopulation to justify Japanese settler
colonialism across the Pacific. Lu defines this overpopulation discourse as
“Malthusian expansionism.” This was a set of ideas that demanded additional
land abroad to accommodate the supposed surplus people in domestic society
on the one hand and emphasized the necessity of national population growth
on the other. Lu delineates ideological ties, human connections, and institu-
tional continuities between Japanese colonial migration in Asia and Japanese
migration to Hawaiʻi and North and South America from 1868 to 1961. He
further places Malthusian expansionism at the center of the logic of modern
settler colonialism, challenging the conceptual division between migration
and settler colonialism in global history. This title is also available as Open
Access.

sidney xu lu is Assistant Professor of History at Michigan State
University.

Published online by Cambridge University Press



Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University

The Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute of Columbia University were
inaugurated in 1962 to bring to a wider public the results of significant new research
on modern and contemporary East Asia.

A list of titles in this series can be found at the back of the book.

Published online by Cambridge University Press



The Making of Japanese Settler
Colonialism
Malthusianism and Trans-Pacific Migration,
1868–1961

Sidney Xu Lu
Michigan State University

Published online by Cambridge University Press



University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06–04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108482424
DOI: 10.1017/9781108687584

© Sidney Xu Lu 2019

This work is in copyright. It is subject to statutory exceptions and to the provisions of relevant
licensing agreements; with the exception of the Creative Commons version the link for which
is provided below, no reproduction of any part of this work may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781108687584 under a
Creative Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC 4.0 which permits re-use, distribution
and reproduction in any medium for non-commercial purposes providing appropriate credit
to the original work is given and any changes made are indicated. To view a copy of this
license visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

All versions of this work may contain content reproduced under license from third parties.
Permission to reproduce this third-party content must be obtained from these third-parties directly.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI: 10.1017/9781108687584

First published 2019

Printed in the United Kingdom by TJ International Ltd, Padstow Cornwall

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Lu, Sidney Xu, 1981– author.
Title: The making of Japanese settler colonialism : Malthusianism and trans-Pacific
migration, 1868–1961 / Sidney Xu Lu.
Description: Cambridge; NewYork, NY: Cambridge University Press, 2019. | Series: Studies
of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University | Includes bibliographical
references and index.
Identifiers: LCCN 2019012169 | ISBN 9781108482424 (alk. paper)
Subjects: LCSH: Japan – Colonies – History – 19th century. | Japan – Colonies – History – 20th
century. | Japan – Emigration and immigration –History – 19th century. | Japan –Emigration and
immigration – History – 20th century. | Malthusianism. | Demographic transition – Japan. |
Japan – Foreign relations – 1868–
Classification: LCC JV5227 .L8 2019 | DDC 304.80952/09034–dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019012169

ISBN 978-1-108-48242-4 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

Published online by Cambridge University Press


