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In the present volume of his memoirs (it was preceded by The Stone and the
Violets) Djilas describes his life as a student in Belgrade (1929-31) and the
ten years afterwards, a large part of which he spent in prison as a leading
Communist. He gives a very detailed account of the internal party debates,
which took place to a great extent within the prison walls. The later top
figures (Tito, Kardelj, Rankovic) come up for discussion, but also numerous
people who afterwards fell into disgrace with the party or left it. The author
has successfully avoided back projection of later insights.
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