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Benavides’ Memorial of 1630

Translated by Perer P. Forresrar, C.S.C.
Annotated by Cyerian J. Lyncy, O.F. M.

Fray Alonso de Benavides, closing his term as Custos of the Franciscan
Missions of New Mexico, in 1630 submitted to Philip IV of Spain a report on the
problems and progress of his Order’s labors in that vast territory. This memo-
rial was so singularly interesting that it was immediately issued by the royal
printery in Madrid and shortly translated into several European languages.
Presenting an unforgettable picture of seventeenth-century New Mexico,
Benavides’ description of the life and customs, the folkways and the religious
ceremonies of the Apaches and the Pueblos is one of the prime sources for our
knowledge of the aborigines of the Southwest United States.

The specialist will find this an indispensable source for the history of the
Spanish colonization effort in America; for his benefit, it is greatly enhanced
by the well-prepared introduction and notes. The general reader will be
equally fascinated by the keen observations and the wealth of information
furnished in this regort by an extremely alert observer whose lot was cast
among a strange and primitive people.
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THE AMERICAS
to be indexed in the

INTERNATIONAL INDEX TO PERIODICALS

The editors of Tue AMmERicas are happy to announce
that their review has been elected by vote of the subscribing
librarians to be indexed in the International Index to Period-
icals, published by the H. W. Wilson Co., of New York.

The International Index includes a select number of
scholarly periodicals. Since its inception in 1907, it has been
the leading guide to periodical literature and heavily relied
upon by librarians, scholars, and research workers.

It is hoped that with the advent of this new honor THE
Americas will increase and broaden its influence in its at-
tempts to strengthen the cultural bonds among the peoples
of our hemisphere.
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