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Introduction: Cocaine consumption can induce transient psychotic symptoms, expressed as paranoia or 
hallucinations. Cocaine induced psychosis (CIP) is common but not developed in all cases.  

Objectives: To describe the Risk Factors for developing cocaine-induced psychosis in cocaine 
dependent patients, according DSM-IV-TR criteria.  

Methods: This is the first European study about the relationship of CIP with consumption pattern 
variables and personality disorders, we evaluated 220 cocaine dependents over 18 years, 80´5% males, 
mean age 33.9 years (SD = 7.6). Patients were recluted from an outpatient clinic department and 
subsequently systematically evaluated using SCID I and SCID II interviews for comorbidity disorders, and 
a clinical-based systematic psychotic symptoms form.  

Results: A high proportion of cocaine dependent patients reported psychotic symptoms (51.8%) under 
influence of cocaine. The most frequent reported psychotic symptoms were paranoid beliefs and 
suspiciousness (42.4%). After a logistic regression analysis we found that a model consisted of high 
cocaine consumption (mean of 12.01 grams per week), cannabis dependence history and to use 
intranasal or smoked rout of administration had a sensitivity of 63.2% and a specificity of 70.2%.  

Conclusion: We conclude that is relevant to evaluate CIP in patients consuming high amounts of 
cocaine, with cannabis dependence history and who do not use intranasal rout. It could be useful for 
preventing consequences or risks of psychotic states for themselves or others.  
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