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The revolution in philosophythat has taken
place in this century is marked by concern
with the tool of the trade, language.
Philosophers have asked whether there can
be meaning if there is not a method of
verification, whether concepts are acquired
by abstraction, whether there can be
language that is essentially private, and
even about the meaning of common words
like ' I ' and 'see' and 'free'.

What happens when those who have lived
for and with this revolution look back to
what went before?

It was to answer this question that the
contributors to this volume were invited to
lecture on central themes in the philosophy
of the Continental Rationalists, the British
Empiricists, and Kant and the post-Kantians.
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