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ABSTRACTS

IRAN'S ISLAMIC REVOLUTION IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE

By S. A. ARJOMAND

The Islamic Revolution in Iran is analyzed as the latest of the "great revolutions" in a
comparative perspective ranging from the early modern European revolutions to fascism.
The analysis highlights the neglected importance of reactive elements, communal solidarities,
and tradition in a wide variety of revolutions and revolutionary movements. Comparative
inferences bring out the serious deficiency of the Marxian theory of revolution as well as
of those structural theories of revolution that focus exclusively on the state. By contrast,
these inferences underline the significance of ideology, religion, and culture. Finally it is
argued that the emergence of a distinct Islamic revolutionary ideology can only be understood
as a part of the process of crystallization of the revolutionary ideology in Western Europe
and its spread to the rest of the world.

REVOLUTIONARY CHANGE IN THE T H I R D WORLD:

RECENT SOVIET REASSESSMENTS

By E. K. VALKENIER

A reexamination of revolutionary processes in the developing countries indicates mounting
doubts among Soviet academic specialists that radical third-world policies will redound to
the U.S.S.R.'s advantage. The author investigates the following topics: the relationship of
socialist orientation to socialism; shortcomings of the vanguard parties; correct foreign and
domestic economic policies; the suitability of the Marxist model for Eastern societies; and
the evolution of the non-aligned movement. The congruence between these academic dis-
cussions and fresh official formulations could give Western analysts and policy makers
valuable insights into new Soviet proposals for reducing East-West tensions over events in
the third world.

THE U.S.S.R. AND THIRD-WORLD CONFLICTS:
DOMESTIC DEBATE AND SOVIET POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST, I 9 6 7 - I 9 7 3

By D. R. SPECHLER

Soviet foreign policy underwent a significant change in orientation in the early 1970s.
Emphasis on the pursuit of a new, more constructive relationship with the United States
gave way to a primary focus on competition with the U.S. for influence and strategic
presence in the third world, and there was a notable reduction of traditional restraints on
the conduct of that competition. The article focuses on Soviet policy in the region and the
period in which this redirection of policy was first manifested—the Middle East between
the June 1967 and the October 1973 wars; it explains this major change by an analysis of
the divergent images of the United States and of U.S.-Soviet relations that were held by
Soviet elites, and the outcome of conflict among holders of the respective images.

ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE AND C O M M U N I S T LEGITIMACY

By S. WHITE

Unlike liberal democracies where the legitimacy of government inheres mostly in the
process of competitive elections, communist regimes are widely believed to be legitimated
mostly by their socioeconomic performance. The marked slowdown in the economic growth
of the communist countries, particularly since the late 1970s, has suggested to many scholars
that regimes of this kind are likely to experience a "legitimacy crisis" in the relatively near
future. Prognoses of this kind are held to be premature and probably misconceived; they
overlook the ability of the regimes concerned to maneuver politically and to generate
additional support by the development of their consultative capacities. Four such "mecha-
nisms of adaptation" are examined in detail: the electoral mechanism; incorporation into
the ruling party; associational incorporation; and letters to party and state bodies and to
the press.

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
43

88
71

00
00

21
73

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0043887100002173


EXPLAINING U.S. POLICY TOWARD THE CARIBBEAN BASIN:
FIXED AND EMERGING IMAGES

By R. A. PASTOR

To understand the complex developments in the Caribbean Basin and the U.S. response
to them, one needs an image, an interpretive framework. A review of the current literature
suggests two clear and coherent images: the security thesis, best articulated by the Reagan
administration, views the crisis in the region as orchestrated by the Soviet Union, and the
U.S. as playing a beneficial role historically and currently; and the neodependency anti-
thesis, more prevalent in the literature, views the U.S. as the major historical and contem-
porary problem for the region. Scholars, questioning assumptions that underlie the two
theses, have contributed insights on the impact of local actors and middle powers on U.S.
policy. A new "interactive perspective" is constructed from these insights; it differs from
both the other images in viewing the region as composed of actors, not passive objects.
Though U.S. power is disproportionate, local actors have other means of leverage, which
makes their actions crucial in understanding the patterns and possibilities of U.S. policy.
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Princeton
The OTA Reports on High Technology Weapon Systems

Strategic Defenses
Two Reports by the Office of Technology Assessment

To contribute to the worldwide debate on President Reagan's Strategic
Defense Initiative, Princeton University Press presents two important new
studies, Ballistic Missile Defense Technologies and Anti-Satellite Weapons,
Countermeasures, and Arms Control on the implications of the development
of missile defense technologies, including those that might lead to the deploy-
ment of weapons in space. As John H. Gibbons, Director of the OTA,
remarks in his foreword, the OTA has not attempted to resolve the political,
military, and technical controversies over the Strategic Defense Initiative
but has tried to clarify the issues and enhance the quality of the discourse.
496 pages. 98 illus. P: $12.50. C: $50.00

Conventional Forces and
American Defense Policy
An International Security Reader

Edited by Steven E. Miller
These essays published in the journal International Security analyze

several major areas of American conventional defense: Reagan's defense
policy, the state of the NATO-Warsaw Pact conventional balance, the effec-
tiveness of NATO's conventional strategy, .and problems associated with
projecting military power in the Third World.

The volume contains essays by Lawrence J. Korb and Linda P. Brady,
Barry R. Posen and Steven Van Evera, Jeffrey Record, John Mearsheimer,
Benjamin S. Lambeth, Richard K. Betts, Edward N. Luttwak, Samuel P.
Huntington, Eliot A. Cohen, and Joshua M. Epstein. P: $8.95. C: $32.50

Political System and Change
A World Politics Reader

Edited by Ikuo Kabashima and Lynn T. White III
The journal World Politics, published for Princeton's Center of Interna-

tional Studies by Princeton University Press, has been a major forum for
refining the "systems" or "functional" approach to political change—and for
challenges to that approach, and for essays that compare it with alternatives
such as culturalist or dependency theories. Political System and Change
includes articles on the analytic categories political scientists have developed
for understanding the Third World. Many essays in this anthology are
concise summaries of later books that are now famous landmarks in the
study of comparative politics.

The volume contains essays by Lynn T. White HI and Ikuo Kabashima,
David Easton, Gabriel A. Almond, J. Roland Pennock, Samuel P. Hunting-
ton, Ted Gurr, Robert D. Putnam, Claude Ake, C. S. Whitaker, Jr., Howard
J. Wiarda, Ikuo Kabashima, Harry Eckstein, and Tony Smith.
P: $8.95. C: $32.50

At your bookstore or

41 William Street Princeton University PreSS Princeton, NJ 08540
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UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

HEDLEY BULL MEMORIAL APPEAL
The tragic death of Hedley Bull, Professor of Interna-
tional Relations at Oxford, has robbed the world of
one of its foremost scholars of international relations.

A frequent visitor to America, where he held visiting
posts at Harvard, Princeton and Columbia, his inter-
national reputation rests primarily on his brilliant
writings—such as The Control of the Arms Race, The
Anarchical Society, The Expansion of International
Society (edited with Adam Watson), and seminal
articles in this and other journals. Hedley Bull was
an outstanding teacher. He attracted students from around the globe, many
of whom have gone on to play important roles in policy-making, the media
and academic scholarship in the U.S. and many other countries.

We believe that he can best be commemorated by continuing the work
of his last eight years—developing a major world center for the study of
international relations in Oxford.

Your contribution can help continue and expand this important work—
through the creation of Research Fellowships (valuable both for research
and teaching), the improvement of library facilities, and the establishment
of a grant fund for graduate students in International Relations.

Further details, including copies of the Appeal brochure, may be obtained
from: Mrs Carole Charlton, Hedley Bull Memorial Appeal, Social Studies
Faculty Centre, George Street, Oxford OX1 2RL, ENGLAND. Telephone:
(Oxford—0865) 724747.

You may make your donation in either of two ways: 1. Send a check in
any currency (payable to University of Oxford—Hedley Bull Memorial
Appeal) to Mrs Charlton at the above address. OR 2. To be tax deductible
under U.S. law, donations should be made payable to the American Trust
for Oxford University. These must be unrestricted gifts, but you may indicate
in a cover letter that you would 'be pleased if these funds were appropriated
to the purpose of the Hedley Bull Memorial Appeal'. Such checks should
be sent to: American Trust for Oxford University, P.O. Box 833, Midtown
Station, New York, N.Y. 10018.

U.S. Sponsors: Robert Ellsworth • Richard Falk • William & Annette
Fox • Joe Fromm • Richard Garwin • Robert Gilpin • Stanley Hoffmann •
Klaus Knorr • Roger Louis • Richard Rosecrance • Walt &C Elspeth Rostow
Warner Schilling • Marshall Shulman • Helmut Sonnenfeldt • Kenneth
Thompson • Richard Ullman • Kenneth Waltz • Michael Walzer • Adam
Watson • Albert Wohlstetter
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