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Clear and Simple
as the Truth

Writing Classic Prose

Francis-Noél Thomas
and Mark Turner

Everyone talks about style, but
no one explains it. The authors of
this book do; and in doing so, they
provoke the reader to consider
style, not as an elegant acces-
sory of effective prose, but as its
very heart. In the first half of Clear
and Simple, the authors introduce a range
of styles and contrast them to classic
style, which is at home.

The second half of the
book is a tour of ex-
amples—the exquisite and
the execrable—showing what
has worked and what hasn't.
Classic prose is found every-
where: from Thomas Jefferson
to Junichiro Tanizaki, from Mark
Twain to the observations of an
undergraduate. Here are many fine
performances in classic style, each
clear and simple as the truth.
Cloth: $19.95 ISBN 0-691-03667-5
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words,

Empire of
Words

The Reign of the OED
John Willinsky

Perhaps no other dictionary
has done more to standardize the
English language than the formidable
twenty-volume Oxford English Dictionary.

Julian of
e > Norwich'’s
halom e e bl dictionary Showings

revealing many of its inherent prejudices and ques-

tioning the assumptions of its ongoing revision. He From Vision to Book

sheds considerable light on how the OED contin- . .

ues to shape the English language through the Denise Nowakowski Baker
sometimes idiosyncratic, often biased selection of The first woman known to have written in English, the four-
citations by hired readers and impassioned friends teenth-century mystic Julian of Norwich has inspired generations of
of the language. Christians with her reflections on the “motherhood” of Jesus, and her

assurance that, despite evil, “all shall be well.” In this book, Denise

Baker reconsiders Julian not only as an eloquent and profound vision-

OED a delightful and stimulating experience. ary tF)ut algo as ar} ?yolvir;g, s:pffwiss;t,icated theologia}: c;f grea;t] original-
ity. Focusing on Julian’s Book of Showings, in which the author

Cloth: $22.95ISBN 0-691-03719-1 reycords a series of revelations she received during a critical illness in

Due December 1994 May 1373, Baker provides the first historical assessment of Julian’s

significance as a writer and thinker.

Cloth: $29.95 ISBN 0-691-03631-4

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS

AVAILABLE AT FINE BOOKSTORES OR DIRECTLY FROM THE PUBLISHER: 609-883-1759

Anyone who is fascinated with words and
language will find Willinsky's tour through the
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A Statement of Editorial Policy

PMLA welcomes essays of interest to those concerned with the study of language and
literature. As the publication of a large and heterogeneous association, the journal is
receptive to a variety of topics, whether general or specific, and to all scholarly methods
and theoretical perspectives. The ideal PMLA essay exemplifies the best of its kind,
whatever the kind; addresses a significant problem; draws out clearly the implications
of its findings; and engages the attention of its audience through a concise, readable
presentation. Manuscripts in languages other than English are accepted for review but
must be accompanied by a detailed summary in English (generally of 1,000-1,500
words) and must be translated into English if they are recommended to the Editorial
Board. Articles of fewer than 2,500 words or more than 9,000 words are not considered
for publication. The word count includes notes but excludes works-cited lists and
translations, which should accompany foreign language quotations. The MLA urges
its contributors to be sensitive to the social implications of language and to seek wording
free of discriminatory overtones.

Only members of the association may submit articles to PMLA. Each article
submitted is sent to at least one consultant reader and one member of the Advisory
Committee. Articles recommended by these readers are then sent to the members of the
Editorial Board, who meet periodically with the editor to make final decisions. Until a
final decision is reached, the author’s name is not made known to consultant readers,
to members of the Advisory Committee and the Editorial Board, or to the editor.
Because the submission of an article simultaneously to more than one refereed journal
can result in duplication of the demanding task of reviewing the manuscript, it is
PMLA’s policy not to review articles that are under consideration by other journals.
An article found to have been submitted elsewhere will not be published in PMLA even
if it has already been accepted for publication by the Editorial Board.

Submissions, prepared according to The MLA Style Manual, should be sent in
duplicate and addressed to the Managing Editor, PMLA, Modern Language Associa-
tion, 10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003-6981. With each submission please include
a self-addressed envelope and enough postage for both copies to be returned. Authors’
names should not appear on manuscripts; instead, a cover sheet, with the author’s name
and address and the title of the article, should accompany each manuscript. Authors
should not refer to themselves in the first person in the submitted text or notes if such
references would identify them; any necessary references to the author’s previous work,
for example, should be in the third person.

Criticism in Translation

MLA members are invited to submit to the PMLA Editorial Board proposals for
translations. Articles, as well as chapters or sections of books that can function as
independent units, will be considered. The originals may be in any language. Two types
of proposals are welcome: (1) significant scholarship from earlier periods that has not
lost its forcefulness and whose retrieval in English in PMLA would be a noteworthy
event for a broad body of readers or (2) contemporary work of sufficient weight and
potential influence to merit the attention of the field as a whole.

A member who wishes to make a proposal should first ascertain that no previous
English translation exists. The proposer should then provide the managing editor with
the following materials: (1) a photocopy of the original essay, (2) an extended summary
of the entire essay in English, (3) an introductory statement of approximately 1,000
words, prepared in accordance with MLA style, that will be published with the essay if
the essay is accepted, (4) information on the copyright status of the original (if the
translation is accepted for publication, the proposer will be responsible for obtaining
permission to print it). In addition, if the proposer wishes to serve as translator of the
essay or to designate a translator (who must also be an MLA member), a 1,000-word
sample of the translation should be submitted; otherwise the Editorial Board will select
a translator.

The translated essays should normally not exceed PMLA’s 9,000-word limit. The
Editorial Board will approve or decline the proposals, evaluate the quality of the
translations, and cooperate with the proposers and translators.
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