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1. Introduction. Consider the system of difference equations

-2) + ... +anx(t) = 0, (1)

in which the unknown x(t) is a complex m- vector, fis a real variable and au ..., an are complex
m x m matrices whose elements are functions of /, x(t), x(t+1), . . . , x(t+n— 1). A positive
definite hermitian form V(xu x2, ..., xn), with constant coefficients, is called a strong autono-
mous quadratic Lyapunov function (written strong AQLF) of (1) if there exists a constant
K > 1 such that K2v(t+1) < v(t) for all non-zero solutions x(t) of (1), where v(t) = V{x{t),
x(t+1),..., x(t+n — I)). The existence of a strong AQLF is a sufficient condition for the
trivial solution x = 0 of (1) to be globally asymptotically stable. It is a necessary condition
only in the special case of an equation

x(t+n) + c1x(t + n-l)+c2x(t + n-2)+...+cnx(t) = 0, (2)

in which the matrices cu ...,cn are constant. The variable matrices au . . . ,aB in (1) will be
assumed to satisfy

\\ay-cv\\^8v (v = l n), (3)

for all /, x(t),..., x(t+n— 1), where 8U ..., 5n are constants. Here || M || denotes the spectral
norm of the matrix M, which is defined to be the square root of the largest eigenvalue of
M*M, where M* is the conjugate transpose of M. When 5U ..., 8n are small, (1) can be
regarded as a perturbation of (2). It is not difficult to show that, if (2) has a strong AQLF,
then (1) also has a strong AQLF, provided that 5U ...,8n are sufficiently small. The main
object of this paper is to replace these words " sufficiently small " by an explicit estimate which
is simple and in some cases best possible. To ensure that (2) has a strong AQLF, it will be
assumed that its characteristic polynomial />(() can be factorised in the form

P+ I c,C"-" = (Ce-We-*»-i)...«>-fci), (4)
v = l

where e is the unit m x m matrix and k1,..., kn are matrices having

| | M < 1 (v = l , . . . , « ) . (5)

This assumption reduces the generality of (2) when m > 1, because some matrix polynomials
cannot be factorised in the form (4). And even when (4) holds, (5) is only a sufficient condition
for (2) to have a strong AQLF. But there is no loss of generality in the case m = 1, because
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then k,,...,kn are the roots of the scalar polynomial p(Q and (5) is both necessary and
sufficient for (2) to have a strong AQLF. The following result is proved in section 2:

THEOREM 1. Assume that the characteristic polynomial of the system of difference equations
(2) can be factorised in the form (4) and that the constant matrices kuk2, ...,kn in that fac-
torisation satisfy (5). IfS1, 52,..., <5n is any set of numbers which satisfy the condition

then (1) has a strong A Q L F for alla1,a2,...,an satisfying (3).
The proof gives a single hermitian form V which serves as a strong AQLF for every

equation satisfying (3). The coefficients of Vand its constant K depend only on ku ..., kn,
8U ..., 5n. In the general scalar case it seems to be necessary to compute the roots ku ..., kn

of/>(() in order to evaluate the left-hand side of (6). But in special cases it may be possible to
prove by Sturm's method that these roots are all real numbers between 0 and 1. Then the left-
hand side of (6) is equal top(l), which can be evaluated without computing klt ..., kn. To
give some idea of the delicacy of (6) in the scalar case, the following result is proved in section 2:

THEOREM 2. Suppose that (4) is a scalar polynomial and that \i is the minimum value of
\p(01 on the circle | £ | = 1. Ifdx + ... + 8n ^ fi, then the trivial solution x = 0 is not asymptoti-
cally stable for some scalar equation (1) which satisfies (3).

Theorem 2 shows that, as a condition on 5t,..., 8n, (6) is certainly best possible in scalar

cases when fi = J~J (1 — | A:v |). This is true when all the roots ku ..., kn are positive multiples
v = l

of a single complex number. With the help of the Mobius transformation theory in [2]
Theorem 1 can be made to yield conditions for certain «th order differential equations to have
a quadratic Lyapunov function. This application is discussed in section 3. The spectral norm
used in Theorem 1 is difficult to compute in practice for matrices of high order. A slight
modification of Theorem 1 is discussed in section 4, which permits the use of Holder norms
which are much easier to compute.

2. Proof of theorems. Let R = [rfj] be a real nxn matrix and let Q = [qtj] be a block
matrix whose elements qi} are all m x m matrices.

LEMMA 1. / / ru £ f qtJ || for all i, j , then \\ R \\ £ | Q fl.

Proof. The matrix spectral norm || Q \\ is related to the euclidean vector norm by

I e I = sup {|e* i / i * ||}, a )
taken overall vectors* # 0. ByexpressingthevectorsA',QA'inblockformas*= col(x1 ; . . . ,*„),

n n

QX = col(z,, . . . , zn), we can write zt = £ quxj. Then || z, | g £ ri} fl x} fl. This gives

II , . . . , Ik,II). Sinceh\\
and i, -

, where £, = col(|| x, fl,..., | xn ||), n = col(
QX\\, it follows that fl QX\\ ^ fl Rt, \ \ ^ \ \ R This and (7) give Lemma 1.
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Now consider a system of difference equations of the form

Y(t + l) = QY(t), (8)

in which Y(t) is a vector and Q is a matrix whose elements are functions of /, Y(t). A positive
definite form V{Y) = Y*PY, with constant hermitian matrix P, is called a strong AQLF of
(8) if there exists a constant K> 1 such that K2V(Y(t+l)) < V(Y{t)) for every non-zero
solution Y(t) of (8); that is, if K2V(QY) < V(Y) for all /, Y ± 0.

LEMMA 2. Suppose that Q = [?lV] is a block matrix having [| qtj || g r,v for all i, j , t, Y,
where R = [r,j] is a constant matrix with spectral radius p(R) < 1. Then (8) has a strong AQLF
whose matrix P is a diagonal matrix which depends only on R.

Proof. We can assume that all the elements of R are positive. (If not, increase them all
slightly keeping p(R) < 1.) Then a theorem of Stoer and Witzgall [3] states that p(R) =
min || D~1RD ||, taken over all real positive definite diagonal matrices D. Let Do =
diag^/j , . . . ,dn) be the diagonal matrix for which this minimum is attained. Since || d^q^dj || ^
dr^ijdj, Lemma 1 gives \D'[iQD1 || <; || DZ1RD0 || = p(R), where Z>j is the block matrix
diag(^e, . . . , dne) and e is unit m x m matrix. If V(Y) = Y*D^2Y= || DXlY\2, then

V(QY) = || D;*QY ||2 ̂  I D^QD, f || D^Yf ^ p(R)2V(Y) < K

for all Y# 0 and 1 < K < p(R)~l. This shows that V(Y) is a strong AQLF of (8).

Proof of Theorem 1. We first express (1) as a system of the form (8), using a method
analogous to that of Skachkov [1]. From any vector function x(t), we can obtain vector
functions_>>,(/), ...,yn+1(/) defined iteratively by y^t) = x(t) and

y,+ i(t) = yJt+l)-k¥yAt) (v = l, . . . , />), (9)

where ku ..., kn are the matrices in (4). If S is the shift operator defined by the property
Sx(t) = x(t+1), then (9) gives

yv+i(t) = (Se-kvXSe-ky.l)...(Se-kMt), (10)

for v = 1 , . . . , n. In the case v = n, (10) and (4) give

yn+1(t) = p(S)x(t) = x(t + n)+ZJ cvx(t + n-v).
v = l

Replace the left-hand side of this by (9) to get
n

yn(t + l)-knyn(t) = x(t + n)+ £ cvx(t + n-v). (11)
v = l

For r,s= \,2, ...,n define G's = £fcflfc,-2...fe,p, summed over all sets of r integers iu ..., ir

which satisfy 1 ^ ^ ^ i2 g .. . ̂  j p ^ j . In this expression, the sum of all those terms which
have ir < s is GJ., and the sum of all those terms which have /, = s is G£~ 'fej. Hence

'fc, (r,s = l , . . . , n ) . (12)
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To make this true when r = 1 or s = 1, we must define Gv
0 = 0, G° = e for all v ^ 1. We now

prove by induction that

x(t+r) = rYGr
s
+t-sys(t), (13)

s = l

for r = 0, 1, . . . , n. If this is true for some r <n, then (9) gives

5 = 1

s = l

Since GQ = 0, G° = e, the right-hand side can be rewritten as

r+l

s = l

r + 2

~ 7 v/o v A D*
s = l

by (12). Hence (13) remains true when r is replaced by r + 1. Since (13) is trivial for r = 0,
it is true for r = 1, . . . , n by induction. From (11) we get

n-v) = yn(t+l)-knyn(t)+ £ (av-cv)x(f + n-v).
v = l

On the right-hand side, replace x(t+n — v) by (13) to get

- t F.ytf),
v = l s = l

n+l-s

where Fs = £ (cv-av)C;+1"5"v. This identity shows that x(t) is a solution of (1) if and

only if

s = l

This equation and (9) show that (1) is equivalent to a system of the form (8) in which Y =

0 )fc2

0 0

0
e

0
0

0
0

* - ,
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It is understood here that Q is expressed as a function of t, Y by replacing each variable
x(t+r) in Fv by (13). Now replace />(() throughout the above argument by the scalar poly-
nomial

\)=c+iw-\ (14)= n (HI M)
v = l

and replace (1) by the scalar difference equation

-v) = 0. 05)
v = l

Then the matrix G's is replaced by the scalar T's which is defined as £ || kh \\... \\ kir || summed
over 1 ̂  /", ^ . . . ^ ir ^ J. Clearly || G's || ^ T's. The above argument shows that (15) is
equivalent t o a n n x n system Y(t+1) = /?K(r) having

R =

n+l-s

where <DS= £ <5vr

* 1 II
0

0
<J>,

1

11*2 ||
0

o 2

0
1

0
<J>3

0
0

I I * - i l l
II * „

0
0

1

II + * „ -

+1~V~S- This/? is constant, and (3) gives

a> > V lie —a | | r n -a )Gn>n+ 1 — v — s £ F.

for all t, Y, s; that is, ru ^ || q{j \ for all /, Y, i,j, where [rlV] = R, [qtj] = g>. This establishes
one condition of Lemma 2, and the other condition p(R) < 1 will now be verified.

Since the system Y(t+l) = RY(t) is equivalent to (15), the eigenvalues of R are the
characteristic roots of (15). These are the roots of the equation p(Q-d{Q = 0, where

v = l
'. For all complex ( with | £ | = 1, (14) and (6) give

> na-||M)>
v = l

Since the roots | kx | | , . . . , || kn | of p(Q = 0 all lie inside the circle | ( | = 1, the same is true of
the roots of p(Q-d{Q = 0, by Rouche's theorem. Hence p(R) < 1.

Lemma 2 now gives a diagonal form V(Y) which is a strong AQLF of (8). When we re-
place each variable yv in V(Y) by the corresponding expression (10) we obtain a hermitian
form in the variables x, Sx, S2x,..., S"~]x which is a strong AQLF of (1). This completes the
proof of Theorem 1.

Proof of Theorem 2. By definition, n = \p(w) | for some complex w with | w| = 1. If v is
defined by p(w) = v(81+ ... +8n), then \v\ =/j/(5, + . . . +<5B)<n. Now put av = CV-WV~"<5VD

in (1). Then (3) holds and (1) has the solution x(t) = Aw', where A is an arbitrary constant.
Since \x(t)\ = |A| for all /, the trivial solution of (1) cannot be asymptotically stable. This
proves Theorem 2.
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3. Application to differential equations. Any Mobius transformation ( = u(z) =
(a.z + P)l(yz+5) can be used to associate with (1) a system of differential equations as follows.

n

From the characteristic polynomial /(z) = zn+ £ avz"~" of (1) we get a new polynomial
v = l

g(Q defined by

g{Q = («5-Py)-<\z-yOnKu-\O), (16)

where z = M " 1 ^ ) = (<5£ —)?)/(a—yQ is the inverse of £ = M(Z). This can be expanded in the
n

form gf(Q = £ / i v C n v , where the matrices h0,..., hn are linear combinations of e,au ..., an
v = 0

with scalar coefficients. Since au ..., an in (1) are functions of t, x(t),..., x(t+n — 1), the
same is true of h0,..., hn. These are now made into functions of t, x, Dx,..., D"~lx by
replacing x(t+v) by Dvx for v = 1 , . . . , « - 1 . If the matrix h0 is invertible, then h^ lg(Q is the
characteristic polynomial of the system of differential equations

Dnx + b1D
n~ix + b2D"-2x+ ...+bnx = 0, (17)

in which D denotes d/dt and bv = h^h,. Conversely, if we are given any system of the form
(17), we can recover the corresponding system (1) as follows. Replace £ by w(z) in (16) to get

= fco(az+/?)"+ £ hobA«z+pT-v(yz+5y.
v = l

Equate the coefficients of like powers of z on both sides to obtain

as = (ane+ £ <f-ybr\A°se+ S A^v), (18)
v = l v = l

where A* is the coefficient of z" ~s in the expansion of (az+/?)"" \yz+Sf. That is, any system
of differential equations of the form (17) is associated with a system of difference equations of the
form (1), whose coefficients au ...,an are given by (18), provided that the inverse matrix in (18)
exists.

By a strong AQLF of (17) is meant a positive definite hermitian form V(x, Dx, ...,D"~lx)
with constant coefficients such that dV/dt < - icFfor some constant K > 0 and every non-zero
solution x(t) of (17). The existence of a strong AQLF is a sufficient condition for the global
asymptotic stability of the trivial solution x = 0 of (17). It has been proved elsewhere that if
the coefficients a, /?, y, 5 of w(z) are independent of t and, if £ = u(z) maps the disc | z | < 1 into
the half plane Re C < 0, then the existence of a strong AQLF of (1) implies the existence of a
strong AQLF of (17) (see [2], Theorem 7). This enables us to deduce conditions for (17) to
have a strong AQLF from the conditions given in Theorem 1 for (1) to have a strong AQLF.
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The requirement that £ = u(z) map | z | < 1 into Re£ < 0 is certainly satisfied if a, P, y, 5 are
real and 0 < - H ( 0 ) < oo, 0 g -M(1) g oo, 0 g -u(-l) ^ oo; that is, if

0<^<oo, O^^-^oo, O^^oo. (19)
5 y+5 5—y

A simple example satisfying these conditions is u(z) = (z+l)/(z—1). We have now shown
that, if a, P, y, d are any real constants satisfying a<5 ^ Py and (19) and if the matrices a , , . . . , an

defined by (18) satisfy the conditions of Theorem 1, then the system (17) has a strong AQLF.
Because of the simplicity of Theorem 1, this stability condition for differential equations could
be useful in practice. The computation of the spectral norms in (3) and of the inverse matrix
in (18) present no difficulties in the scalar case m = 1.

4. On Holder norms. The Holder norms of any vector X = col (x t , . . . , xr) are || X ||o =

I Y, | xv |° I for 1 ̂  ff < oo and || A' || „ = max (| x t | , . . . , | xr |). The corresponding matrix
\\ /
norms | Q \\a, | Q \\x are defined by (7). The spectral norm used in Theorem 1 is the special
case a = 1. It is well known that

where [O(J] = Q is an r x r matrix. These two norms are particularly useful for practical com-
putation. The theorem of Stoer and Witzgall used in the proof of Lemma 2 is valid for any
Holder norm with 1 ̂  a ^ oo. If we take the norm throughout section 2 to be a HSlder norm,
then all remains valid except that Lemma 2 yields a Lyapunov function V(Y) = j| Z>7J V ||2

which is not a quadratic form when a ^ 2. It follows that, if we take the norm in the state-
ment of Theorem 1 to be a Holder norm with a # 2, then, instead of a quadratic Lyapunov
function, the proof yields a Lyapunov function of the form | AfA'l2, where M is a constant
invertible matrix and X= co\(x(t),x(t+\), ...,x(t+n-l)). From the existence of this
Lyapunov function we can deduce as before that the trivial solution of (1) is globally asympto-
tically stable. But the application to differential equations discussed in section 3 appears to
be valid only when the spectral norm is used, because the Mobius transformation theory in
[2] was only proved for quadratic Lyapunov functions.
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