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C O N T R I B U T O R S 

Valerie Millholland was born and educated in England, and started her pub­
lishing career in London. She subsequently spent some years traveling, work­
ing for a newspaper in Zambia, the International Labor Office in Geneva, and 
the World Wildlife Fund. In 1983 she returned to publishing and joined Duke 
University Press where she worked until her retirement in 2014. Throughout 
her career with Duke she has acquired books in a number of academic disci­
plines including history, Slavic studies, political science, South Asia, the envi­
ronment, and anthropology. She was responsible for developing the press's 
extensive list in Latin American history, as well as the World Readers series. 

Richard Conway is Assistant Professor of History at Montclair State Univer­
sity in New Jersey. He is currently revising his dissertation as a book manu­
script. It deals with the ethnohistory and environmental history of the aquatic 
societies of Lakes Xochimilco and Chalco in New Spain. 

Silvia Espelt-Bombin is Research Fellow in Latin American History in the 
Department of Social Anthropology at the University of St. Andrews in Scot­
land. She is working on a book manuscript on free people of color in eigh­
teenth-century Panama City, and is conducting research on rebellions and 
alliances in the Guyana/Amazon regions during the early modern period. 

Camila Borges da Silva is in a postdoctoral program funded by FAPERJ and 
CAPES at the Universidade Federal Fluminense in Rio de Janeiro. In 2009, 
her dissertation, O simbolo indumentdrio: distincdo eprestigio no Rio de Janeiro 
(1808-1821), received the Afonso Carlos Marques dos Santos Award from the 
Arquivo Geral do Rio de Janeiro, which published the dissertation in 2010. 
The focus of her studies is nineteenth-century Brazil, specifically honorific 
orders and political relations in the first decades of that century. 

K. Aaron Van Oosterhout is a Ph.D. candidate at Michigan State University. 
He recently returned from conducting dissertation research in western and 
central Mexico under an Andrew W. Mellon Foundation International Disser­
tation Research Fellowship. His dissertation is on popular Conservatism in 
nineteenth-century Mexico, focusing on the religious and political causes that 
underlay the rebellions of Manuel Lozada in Nayarit and Tomas Mejia in 
Queretaro. He is the co-author, with Benjamin Smith, of the Endeavour article 
"The Limits of Catholic Science and the Mexican Revolution." 
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THE ACADEMY OF AMERICAN FRANCISCAN HISTORY 
DISSERTATION FELLOWSHIP 

The Americas is proud to sponsor up to four dissertation fellowships funded by the Acad­
emy of American Franciscan History. Each fellowship is worth $10,000 and as many as 
two of these fellowships will be awarded in a given year for projects dealing with some 
aspect of the history of the Franciscan Family in Latin America, including the United 
States Borderlands, Mexico, Central and South America. Up to another two fellowships 
will be awarded to support projects dealing with some aspect of the history of the Fran­
ciscan Family in the rest of the United States and Canada. Projects may deal with any 
aspect of the history of the Franciscan Family, including any of the branches of the 
Family, male, female, tertiary, Capuchin, etc. Proposals are evaluated by the Editorial 
Board of The Americas whose recommendations are passed on to the Board of Directors 
of the Academy. 

The recipient must be engaged in full-time research during the period of the fellowship. 
The applicant must be a doctoral candidate at a university in the Americas, and the bulk 
of the research should be conducted in the Americas. To apply for a fellowship, please pro­
vide a 10-page proposal of the research project. This proposal should include the tide and 
principle arguments of the dissertation, a research plan (including repositories where the 
research will be conducted), and a timetable outiining all phases of the research up to and 
including the conclusion and successful defense of the dissertation. The applicant must 
also provide three letters of support for the project, one of which must be from the chair­
man of the dissertation committee/major advisor. Deadline for 2015 Fellowships is Feb­
ruary 1, 2015. Awards will be announced in April, and funding may begin as early as May. 

As a condition of the fellowship award, the Academy will reserve the right of first refusal 
to publish any work funded under the provision of this program. The Academy has a 
fifty-year history of publishing works dealing with the history of the Franciscan Family in 
the Americas and some monographs are now jointly published through an agreement 
with Stanford University Press. Any royalties or other considerations resulting from pub­
lication will be separate and distinct from the dissertation fellowship. 

To apply, or for further information, please address all materials to: 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Burns, Director 
Academy of American Franciscan History 

1712 Euclid Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94709-1208 

acadafh@fst.edu or 510-548-1755 or www.aafh.org 
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Transatlantic Exchange and Transformation 
EDITED BY EVONNE LEVY AND KENNETH MILLS 
This groundbreaking work of scholarship opens a vast new 
understanding of the profound cultural transfers and trans­
formations that defined the transatlantic Spanish world in 
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