






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.







[image: Close cookie message]











Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×



















[image: alt]









	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 





[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home













 




















	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-6b989bf9dc-94dtm
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-04-09T22:47:01.932Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>British Journal of Political Science 
	>Volume 52 Issue 1 
	>Governmental Responses to Terrorism in Autocracies:...



 	English
	
Français






   [image: alt] British Journal of Political Science
  

  Article contents
 	Abstract
	References




  Governmental Responses to Terrorism in Autocracies: Evidence from China
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
25 January 2021

    Philip B. K. Potter  [image: Open the ORCID record for Philip B. K. Potter] 
 
	.st0{fill:#A6CE39;}
	.st1{fill:#FFFFFF;}

 
 
	 
	 
	 




 [Opens in a new window]  and
Chen Wang   
 
 
 [image: alt] 
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	Philip B. K. Potter*
	Affiliation: Department of Politics, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA, USA




	Chen Wang
	Affiliation: Department of Politics, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA, USA




 	
*

	*Corresponding author. E-mail: phil@virginia.edu






 


    	Article

	Supplementary materials

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Abstract
	References


 Get access  [image: alt] Share  

 [image: alt] 

 [image: alt] Cite  [image: alt]Rights & Permissions
 [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Abstract
  Autocracies are widely assumed to have a counterterrorism advantage because they can censor media and are insulated from public opinion, thereby depriving terrorists of both their audience and political leverage. However, institutionalized autocracies such as China draw legitimacy from public approval and feature partially free media environments, meaning that their information strategies must be much more sophisticated than simple censorship. To better understand the strategic considerations that govern decisions about transparency in this context, this article explores the Chinese Communist Party's (CCP) treatment of domestic terrorist incidents in the official party mouthpiece – the People's Daily. Drawing on original, comprehensive datasets of all known Uyghur terrorist violence in China and the official coverage of that violence, the findings demonstrate that the CCP promptly acknowledges terrorist violence only when both domestic and international conditions are favorable. The authors attribute this pattern to the entrenched prioritization of short-term social stability over longer-term legitimacy.
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