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1. Introduction

In this paper we investigate the weighted convolution algebras l"(a>n), where 1 ^ p < oo
and {«„} is a sequence of positive weights satisfying the following conditions. If p = 1 we
require a>0= 1, a>n^ 1 and co,+s^a>,(os. Then

= Z

If 1 <p < oo we require a>0 = 1 and

sup
n - l

where l/p + l/q = 1. Then

V* =w+

With these requirements, where

= Z Z K-i
m = 0\./ = 0

Finally, we will always require that (cwn)
1/n-»-0 as n—>oo. These conditions make lp(con)

into commutative radical Banach algebra. We will also often write ek as zl and Z Kek a s

Z ^zk , treating it as an element in the algebra of formal power series C[[z]] . If this is
done, then the above convolution is simply multiplication of formal power series.

In all the following, x will be a fixed element of A = lp(con) which is not a unit, i.e.

or x =

We are interested in both the algebraic ideal Ax and the closed ideal (Ax)~ generated
by x. If T is the linear operator of right translation on /p(con), then it is elementary that
(Ax)~ = ^
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246 MARC P. THOMAS

Definition 1.1. Let A = /"(«„) and let K(s) = {/ e 4: /=£T=S V*}- s = 0,1,2,.... These
are the standard ideals of lp(a>n). We say that a closed ideal K is non-standard provided
K^K(s), alls.

It is well known that (Ax)~ is standard if and only if (Ax)~ contains a power of z [2,
Lemma 4.5]. Certain criteria on {con} are known which force lp(con) to have only
standard ideals (see [2], [4] and [5]). These are generally conditions on {a>n+1/oon}
which force T to be a basis operator. At present it is still an open question whether
there exist weights {&)„} such that A = l"(con) contains non-standard ideals. There is an
error in the commonly accepted construction in the literature [4, Theorem 5, p. 205].
We shall be concerned with the following five conditions:

Condition I. {Ax)~ is a Schauder type ideal, and hence is non-standard (see
Definition 1.2).

Condition II. supn ||x*||||T"x|| < oo, where {**} are the bi-orthogonal functionals (see
Definition 1.4).

Condition III. For some /, supn||x*||c«n+/<oo where {x*} are the bi-orthogonal
functionals.

Condition IV. (Ax)~ is standard but z"£Ax, all n.

Condition V. For some /, z' e Ax and hence (Ax) ~ is standard.

Condition I, which implies Condition II, is pertinent since the aforementioned
construction in the literature [4, Theorem 4, p. 205] is an attempted, but erroneous,
Schauder type ideal. In Section 2, we shall obtain necessary conditions for the existence
of such Schauder type ideals (see Proposition 2.1, 2.2). Condition II is weaker than
Condition I and such an ideal trivially satisfies Condition III (see Remark 4.6). Our
major results occur in Section 3 and show that Condition III is very nearly equivalent
to Condition V in the case that (Ax)~ is standard, provided one considers equivalence
classes of algebras (see Propositions 4.5, 4.7, and Theorem 4.9 for precise statements).
However, if (Ax)~ is a Schauder type ideal, and hence non-standard, it not only satisfies
Condition III but also

Z | | I
n = 0

(see Proposition 2.2). Finally, Bade, Dales and Laursen [1] have given an example of an
ideal either satisfying Condition IV or else non-standard.

Before proceeding to the proofs of the above statements, we list some preliminary
definitions and results. As before we let Tf = zf, felp(con).

Definition 1.2. Let A = /"(«„). Let x = £ ? = 1 xken{k) with xk=f=0. We say that (Ax)~ is a
Schauder type ideal if there exists a sequence of complex numbers {cm}™=0 and an
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increasing sequence of positive integers {l{m)}™=0 satisfying the following two conditions:

1) l(m+ l)>/(m)+1 for infinitely many m

T»x A\ 0 1 )
2) E

m = 0

<00.

Such an ideal is necessarily non-standard [4, Lemma 4, p. 201], but we outline the
argument for the sake of completeness. First note that x generates a nonstandard ideal
if and only if TNx generates a nonstandard ideal. Hence, by working with TNx instead
of x we may suppose the sum in (1.1) is less than one. Secondly, we may suppose that
cm = x*<m) where n(k{m)) + m = l(m), since |xKm)a)n( t )+mcn;1-l| must tend to zero. If
rm = enm)/a}nm)X a n element of the standard unit vector basis of l"(con), and if
sm = (Tmx/xk(m)co,{m)), then (1.1) implies that {sm} is a perturbation of {rm} and consequently
these are isomorphic basic sequences [3, Proposition l.a.9]. Furthermore since there is a
natural projection P onto span{rm}, it follows that P restricted to span{sm} is an
isomorphism. But span{sm} = (.4x)~ and if (Ax)~ were standard it would have to be
K(n(l)). The gaps in {l(m)} resulting from condition 1) in Definition 1.2 imply that P
restricted to K(n(l)) cannot be an isomorphism. This contradiction means (Ax)~ must be
nonstandard.

The reader may note that the second condition in Definition 1.2 could be relaxed a
bit to read:

lim sup
Tmx

= 0, P=l

or

Tmx e,(m)

u«m)

1 1 ,
<oo, l < p < o o , —I—=1.

p q

Most of our results would still hold but this does not seem to make a Schauder type
ideal any easier to construct and we will not need such generality. Before considering
Condition II we require the following lemma.

Lemma 1.3. Let x e l"(con) and let T be right translation on lp{con). Then

TNx£spar\{TNx}, all N.

Proof. Suppose the result fails. Let N be the least N such that TArxespan{r'Ix}.

Clearly N>0 since x has a non-zero component at «(1) and T"x vanishes at n(l) if n>0.
Let X= span {T"x} and 7 = span {Tjx}. Then

OS*SJV-1

Y,
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since X is finite dimensional. So TNx=f+g, feX, geY. But if f=Y£=o a-kTk^ and if
any a.k is non-zero this would force Tkx e span {Tnx}, contradicting the fact that N was

minimal. Hence / = 0 and TNx=geY. But g vanishes at n{l) + N and TNx doesn't, a
contradiction, and the result follows.

Definition 1.4. By Lemma 1.3, {T"x} is a minimal system in span{T"x} = {Ax)~.
n

Hence there are unique bi-orthogonal functional [3, p. 61] {x*} in {{Ax)')* satisfying
x*{Tmx)~dntm and we say {{Tmx}, {x*}) is a bi-orthogonal system.

In case [Ax)~ is a Schauder type ideal, {Tmx} is a basic sequence and x*(££=0<xmTmx)
= an. In this case [3, p. 10], sup||x*||||T"x||<oo so Condition I implies Condition II. In

n

general, though, a minimal system need not be a basic sequence [3, p. 62] even if the
supremum of the product of the respective norms is finite. In the next section we will
derive certain necessary conditions for Condition I to hold.

2. Schauder type ideals

We first need to modify the notation of Definition 1.2. As noted before, by
considering TNx instead of x we may suppose the sum is less than one and that
cm = xk[m)(Onm) where n{k{m)) + m = l{m). Let Ik-i = {m:n{k) + m = l{m)}, k=l,2,3,.... Then
we can rewrite (1.1) as

(2.1)

But . Hence if melk_Y let

a{m)=

xk°>n(k) + J
Then (2.1) reads

fc= 1 me/. ,
(2-2)

In the erroneous example [4, Theorem 5, p. 205] in the literature n(/c) = 2*+l, k
= 1,2,3,..., / 0 = {0,1} and / t _ 1 = {2*"1, 2*~1 + 1,...2*-1}, fc = 2,3,4,.... This means all
m in Ik-1 satisfy m<n{k). We shall show that this is never possible for a Schauder type
ideal.

Proposition 2.1. Let x generate a Schauder type ideal with notation as above. Then the
cardinality of {m:melk^l and m^n{k)} is infinite.
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Proof. Suppose the result fails. Then there is m0 such that m^m0 and melk-1

implies m<n(k). Let /c(0) be a positive integer such that n(fc(0))^mo. Let n(k(O)) = h{0).
There is fc(l) such that n(k(0)) = h(0)eIka)_u and k(l)>/c(O) necessarily. Continue by
induction. If k(j) has been chosen pick k(j+l) with n(k(j)) = h(j)elku+l)-l. Let y
~Y.T=oxku)ehuy S i n c e xelp(con) and ||j/||^||x|| it is clear that yelp(con) also. Since lp(a>n) is
an algebra, xye l"(con) also and xy = Yj>=oxkU)T

hU)x. Since {e/(m)M(m)} and
{Tmx/xt(m)(o,(in)} are isomorphic basic sequences,

Z a"
m = 0

m = 0

^ - Z |am^*(
m = 0

m)

Tmx

[ ao l 1 / p r °° ~l1/<7

I (KxUm)col{m)y x «M* •
m = 0 J | _ m = 0 JLet c= 1— y^=oa(m)>0. Since the ^-norm is less than the l-norm, the above implies:

m = O
> C

m = 0
(2.3)

in the case that l<p<oo. The case p = l is very similar in this and many other cases,
hence we will often omit it. The above shows that

Np= Z
j = 0

^ Xk(J)Xk(j+l)t

since n(k(j)) = h(j)elk{J+l) ,, and the above

= ''" Z (\xku)xku+ i)\cohu+ D+*0))P-

Note that

(2.4)

if
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Choose 1 > d ̂  a{m) all m using (2.2). Then

1**0'+ l)\(ohU+l) + hU) = d \xk(j- DP/ iO- D + *U)

for all7'^ 1. Hence (2.4) is

7 = 1

j=o

But <T P >1 , thus

oo

which forces ||xy|| = oo, a contradiction.
As a consequence of this, one cannot build a Schauder type ideal upon a sequence

like {2*+ 1}. A bit more work, using the same recursive techniques as in the above proof
would also show any geometric series is unsuitable. If there are any Schauder type
ideals, they are either built upon somewhat lacunary sequences or upon sequences
which oscillate between slow and fast growth. We finish this section with some other
necessary conditions on a Schauder type ideal.

Proposition 2.2. Let x generate a Schauder type ideal, x = £"= t xken(k) with notation as
above. Then

(i) znW((Ax)-)^Ax
00

(ii) Y, ||x?||<un(i)+n<00> where {x*} are the bi-orthogonal functionals.
n = 0

Proof. Let ye(Ax)~. Then y = Y^=otxmTmx for some <xm's since {Tmx} is a basic
sequence. Furthermore (2.3) above shows that Xm=oamxMm)e/(m)e'p((°n)- Now since {l(m)}
is an increasing sequence (Definition 1.2) it follows that the cardinality of Io is finite.
Hence for sufficiently large m

Thus Xm = oamXi<?,,(i) + m is in /"(«„) also. Let a = (x1)"1 Y^=o^m^ienm + m. Then ax
= Y.m = o*mT''il)+mx = z'"'uy- Since y was arbitrary we have z"n\(Ax)~)^Ax. For the
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||. Let r>sup{m:we/0}. Then

oo

251

Thus Zm=o ||xm||ft)n(i)+m< °o> completing the proof of the proposition.

It is rather surprising that the assertions of Proposition 2.2 for a Schauder type
(hence non-standard) ideal are similar to later conditions we will use to determine when
Ax or an equivalent algebra contains a power of z in the case {Ax)~ is standard (see
Theorem 4.9). This casts some more doubt upon the question whether Schauder type
ideals exist or not.

3. Equivalent algebras

Let A = F(con) and x = Z"= i xken(k) a s before.

Definition 3.1. Let A1 = lp(&n). We say that A^ is equivalent to A = l"(a>n) if there
exists a constant C > 0 such that

— g c c " , all n (3.1)

and we write Ax~A. We say that Ay is strongly equivalent to A if there exists a real
constant c such that c5n = e"':'Ia}n, all n, and we write A^&A. Clearly strong equivalence
implies equivalence. Finally, if xeAY also, then we write AtxA if At~A and AtxA if
^ w / l . All these relations are clearly equivalence relations.

If Av K,A it is clear they are isomorphic under the mapping

/ OO

\n = 0
= z

n = 0

from A = /p(c0n) to A l = /p(e c"con). Hence there is a one to one correspondence between
their non-standard ideals, if any exist. It is also clear there is an inclusion map from A
to Ax provided c^O. However, in general if c < 0 and aeA then zla need not be in Ax
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for any /. One question still unanswered is whether (Ax)~ standard and AxAl implies
(A{x)~ standard. Of course this is clear if a>n^(on, but the general case is unresolved. In
the next section we investigate the relationship between Condition III and Condition V.

4. The algebraic ideal generated by x

We continue the notation of the previous sections. Let x = Y,k'=ixkenik) — Yj'=na)^Jej' s 0

£»(*) = **• Let {e*} be the dual basic sequence of F(con)* = l9(l/oin), i.e. e*(em) = 6nim. In this
section we will often give the proofs for l < p < o o when the case p=\ is similar. We
now define the sequence {cn}.

Definition 4.1. Let c0 = l /x t . If c0, cu c2, • • •, cn_t have been chosen let

— 1 "~1

Cn= Z C,Cn(1) + n_; (4.1)

x x , = o

— 1 "
= I Cn-ktnW + k- (4-2)

It is routine to check the following properties of {cn}.

Lemma 4.2. Let {cn} be chosen as above. Then:

N

n = 0

(ii) I £ cnz" )x = z'l(1) as formal power series in C[[z]].

(iii) IfxZ= | c n < 1 ) + m_n in l"(l/con), then ** ( rx ) = <5n,m.

(iv) If(Ax)~ is standard x* = x*-

Proof. Assertion (i) is easily established using equation (4.1) and (iii) is easily
established using equation (4.2). It is elementary that (i) implies (ii) and (iii) implies (iv).

We need two more preliminary lemmas.

Lemma 4.3. / / (Ax)~ is standard, if /^«(1), and if \\x*\K^\\con+i^Bn each n. Then
|K (/_B(1)) each n.

Proof. Since (Ax)' is standard ((Ax)~)* = l"([n(l), oo), 1/wJ and by Lemma 4.2

|||h hm±iA if p=l
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and

ht\\q= I if l < p < o o , -H—=1.
P qp

We assume 1 < p < o o since the case p = l is very similar. Letting k = n(l) + r—I,

" + l /'i'"n+l_\ cor \q

Since n{\) + r — l<r the above is

= ( ^ n + (/-n( 1 ))/C0(n +1 - n( 1 )) + ()*•

Thus

Lemma 4.4. Let y4 = /"(con). / / /or some f^n(l), z'eXx,

Proof. If ax = z' and b£(/lx)~ then z'b = axb=(ab)x and the result follows.
Contrast this with the case of a Schauder type ideal (Proposition 2.2) where

zn{l)((Ax)-)sAx even though zl^{Ax)~, all /.

We now have the following.

Proposition 4.5. Suppose z' e Ax for some I (which is necessarily greater than or equal
to n(l)). Then

(>) sup||xj|K( / ) | |wn+1<co
ft

(ii) sup||x*||con + 2 (_n U )<co
n

(iii)
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Proof. Note (Ax)~ is standard and equals K(n(l)). Clearly (ii) follows from (i) by
Lemma 4.3 and (iii) follows by Lemma 4.4. We will prove (i) in the case 1 < p < oo since
the case p = 1 is similar.

IK*UH*= Z l"(1)+""''1 (Lemma 4.2)
k l \ Oik /

a>k J
(4.3)

Now zk = zk~'zl = zk~'ax where ax = z'. Let a = Yj^o^jzJ a n d by continuity of
multiplication ax=Yf=ohTJx = z'- Hence z* = J>=0AJT

J+fc~'x. So x*(zk) = kj where j + k
— l = n i.e.j = n + l — k. Hence x*(z*) = An+1_fc, and from (4.3) it follows that

n(l)+m

= I

^«<iW ||a|K+, V
~ k = l

This is less than ||a|| if />«(1). If Z = n(l) then it is still less than 2||a||. In any case it is
bounded and the result follows.

We now seek a result in the converse direction. We wish to first note the following.

Remark 4.6. / /sup| |x*| | | |Tnx| |<oo, then since \\Tnx\\^\xl\(onil) + n it easily follows that
n

sup\\x*\\cona)+n<co, also.

Proposition 4.7. Let A = lp(a>n) and suppose (Ax) is standard. / / / ^ n ( l ) and

sup ||x*|JC(,,||tuB+1 < oo,
n

then there is AvxA such that zlleAYx. More generally, the same conclusion holds if

for some l^n(\) and k>0.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0013091500016734 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0013091500016734


CLOSED IDEALS AND BI-ORTHOGONAL SYSTEMS

Proof. (Ax)~ = K(n(l)). If n(\) + n^l then

255

and hence

sup (4.4)

or

sup
CD,

(4.5)

depending upon which hypothesis holds. In any case we can choose con = a>n e c", c > 0,
such that:

OO

I k(i)+n_,|p(<3,,+1)''<oo.
n = | -n(l)

If (4.4) holds any c > 0 will suffice but c = 0 may not.
Let a=Z"=/-n(i)cn(i)+n-iz"+'6'p(("n) = ^ i - Clearly AxxA, x6 /4 t also since c>0 , and

2J
n=l-n(l)

Cn(l) + n -

as formal power series in C[[z]]. Hence by Lemma 4.2 ax = z2'~n(1)zn(1) = z2' as formal
power series, but since a and x are both in /4t this implies z2leAxx, and the result
follows.

Proposition 4.7 suggests that we consider the problem of when a power of z is in Ax
not simply in A, but in the class of algebras equivalent to A.

Definition 4.8. Let x e A — lp((on). We say {\\x*\\} is of exponential type if for some c
and /

sup||x*||e»B+,<r'r'l<oo
n

where ||x*|| is the norm of the bi-orthogonal functional x* in ((Ax)~)*.

(4.6)
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A couple of remarks are in order in the case (Ax) is standard. First by Lemma 4.3
equation (4.6) is equivalent to

*" <oo (4.7)

for some k and m. Secondly suppose AxxA and both (Ax) and (Atx) are standard.
Then if (4.6) holds for x in A it also holds for x in Av even though the norm ||x*||i of x*
as an element of ((A^)')* is different from its norm ||x*|| in ((Ax)')*. This is a
consequence of the following computation:

cn(l) + n-

( )

COk

,C<t
Cn(l) + n -

by (3.1)

( ()z
k ( l

Thus Definition 4.8. does not depend upon whether we regard x as an element of A or
Ax provided AxAl and both (Ax)~ and (A1x)~ are standard. We now have our major
result.

Theorem 4.9. Let A = lp(con), xeA and suppose (Ax)~ is standard. Then the following
are equivalent:

(1) There is A^xA with A^x containing a power of z.
(2) There is AYxA with Aix containing a power of z.
(3) {||**||} is of exponential type.
(4) There is A^xA with (Axx)~ standard and zl((Aix)~)ckAix,for some I.

Proof. If (1) holds clearly (2) does also since strong equivalence implies equivalence.
If (2) holds it is clear that (Axx)~ is standard. Proposition 4.5 implies that

sup i<3B+L<co
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for some L, where A t = lp{con). But our remark above implies that

for some r and thus (3) holds. If (3) holds Proposition 4.7 implies there is A^xA with
zleAtx, some />«(1). Then Lemma 4.4 implies zl((Alx)~)zAlx. This proves (4) since
{A^x)" is clearly standard. Finally if (4) holds z"(l)e(Alx)~ and hence ^+lri-l)eA1x. Since
A^xA we can find C>0 such that

Then A2 = lp(e~Cnoi^ is strongly equivalent to A, A2sAt so xe / l 2 and zl + na)eA2x also.
Thus (1) holds, completing the proof of the theorem.
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