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ASSESSING PERSONALITY DISORDERS FOR
EPIDEMIOLOGICAL RESEARCH

A. Mann. P. Raven, S. Khanna.S. M. Channabasavanna, Departmenr
of Psychiatry, Institut« of Psychiatry, De CrespigllY Park, London,
Vnited Kingdom.

The epidemiology of personality disorders has been neglected. The
size of the problem, the impact of personality disorders upon the
outcome of psychiatric and physical illness and accompanyinghealth
costs have not been documented. Limited published research has
adopted very different measures and different samples. Therefore,
prevalence ranges often have a ten-fold variation between studies,
The last ten years has seen greater precision of criteria for diagnosis
under ICD-IO or DSMIV and the development of standard
instruments. Research carried out in London addressing agreement
between ICD-IO and DSMIV classifications will be presented. This
indicates that I threshold change would greatly increase agreement.
Secondly, the results of a WHO sponsored study in which a shon
informant-basedinstrument was tested as a screen for use in the field
against the much longer International Personality Disorder
Examination will be presented. This indicates that the Standard
Assessmentof Personalityhas very high negative predictivevalue and
a positive predictive value of 50%. In situations of low prevalence
use of the SAP will save a considerable amount of time.
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THE NEW CHRONIC CONDITION IN HOSPITAL: FACfORS
ASSOCIATED

C. Molo-Benelini, G. Ermolli, N. Clerici, A. Marinoni, E. Torre, A.
Degrate. Dipartlmento Opere Socia/i, Centro Documematione e
RicercaOSC, Via Maspo/i, Mendrisio. Switzerland.

In public psychiatry in the Canton of Ticino the number of long-stay
inpatients is still considerably high even though during the past 10/15
years a good system of non-residential psychiatric services has been
developed. The aim of the work is to analyse the cnaractertsncs of
the long-term hospitalizations in order to give some indication for
future planning and for mental health services. From the case-register
data of all the psychiatric servies (hospital and non-residential
services) in Ticino, we obtaineda list of the inpatientshospitalizedfor
more than 12 months and, at the same time, we carried out a follow­
up study of 24 months on inpatients admitted during 1991,
distinguishing the first admission from subsequent readmissions.
Inpatients 1.1.1991: 334; hospitalizations> 12 months: 51.5%;
inpatients admitted 1991: 658; readmissions: 61.1%. After 12
months, dismissed and never readmitted: 68.4% of the first
admissions, 39% of the readmissions. The results and the analysis of
the diagnosis and socio-economicsdata show higher risk of becommg
a long-stay inpatient for persons with readmissions; in addition, in
order to reduce the number of long-stay inpatients, there emerges the
necessity to continue with the project for the decentrahsation of
psychiatric services and for the creation of new therapeutic
approaches.

PREVALENCE OF ALCOHOL USE DISORDERS IN
HOSPITAL PATIENTS IN ONE AREA OF FRANCE

M. Reynaud, A. Bernoux, X. Leleu, L. Meyer, 1. F. Lery, Ruch.
Service de Psychiatrie 8, Cll.V. de Clermont Ferrand, Rue
Montalembert, Clermont Ferrand, France.

The prevalence of alcohol use disorders in hospital patients was
studied in all the hospitals in one area of France. Alcohol disorders
were diagnosed by the head nurse or a physician in the hospital where
the patient was being attended to and by means of the CAGE self­
questionnaire. This descriptive study, carried out on one particular
day. concerned 7626 patients. Prevalence of alcohol disorders was
18% whereas only 6% of the admissions were for alcohol-related
pathologies. Prevalence was 25% in men and 7% in women, 10% in
persons under 25 years and 43% in men aged between 36 and 55
years. In all, one patient in two was diagnosed directly and only one
in four in age range under 2S years. These reults suggest that too few
patients with alcohol use disorders are identified in hospitals,
especially in certain age groups and certain types of wards.
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ClULDHOODPSYCHOSIS ASSOClATEDWITHORGANIC PATHOLOGY:
RESVLTS OF A STVDYABOUT144CASES

1-9.Rohmer. C.Bursuejn, P.Nobelis. Deport.../IJofPSYChlQl'J, U.I, 2,CJf.R.U .•
Sirasbour" Pranc«.

The records 01 144 patients of Child Psyclliauy VnilS of Alsace (France) with
childhood psychosis (CP) or pervasive deeelopmenlal disorders (POD) have been
systemalically scrocned forprevious orassociated palbalogical events, Half of the
childlen swelled have beenorarcstill affected bysevere somatic disorders butnone
of the dialinostic sub-categories (referring 10 DSM III or CFTMEA) appeared
SlgniflC8lldy more frequently affected. InourpopulaUOll. the....rityof organIC
dtsorden was POSilively com:lated with: theageofthe mother - more severe cases
were reponed when the mother was younger lhan 20orolder than 40at themoment
of chddbinh; palhological events dOOng pregnancy; early mother-child separation
dOOng .he first yeal of bfe. The most frequent assocIated disorders. however.
(neonala1 pathology 4S" of the cases. epilepsy 17" of thecases. neurologIcal or
neurosensorial pathology IS" of lhecases) wereassociated neither with a specIfIC
diagnostic ncx with a clinicaland JOCiai spc:cirlC pauem. The only stausucally
signifICant com:lation was found between neurological pathology anda relalivcely
low level of cognii've and socl8l fUnctiOlllOg. All these rcsullS wereeonfinned by
multivariate stalislical analySIS. A main componenl analysis integraling .11
quanufied dataconcenllna Ofsanic palholo8Y wu perfonned: il emphasizes the
independence of mediffetent pathological evems reponed. The faclOnal analYSIS
includU1g !he clinical. diagoosucal andsomatic evem-retated datas fouled to shown
any stalistocal profile associating functional featUICS of !he children with any
particular previ"'"orexisting somatic dlSO<deB. Our resullS sU&Best that a hIStory
of organic pathological evenlS is frequelll not only 10 autistic dlsorden but inany
kind of POD or early CP- associated With moderole to ..vere menial retardat,Oll.
Utmostcases of ourstudy. HowcVCI', this docs not demonsuate that thlS typeo(
palhologlcal evenl constillltes thedirect and unique cause of POD and CP: me
c:onceptof the aetiology of these severe diseases mustlOke account ofomer factors
suchas relational disruption, alsofrequently seen in these eluldlen.
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