
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021911800000838 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021911800000838


Powerful.
The Power of Denial
Buddhism, Purity, and Gender

Bernard Faure
In The Power of Denial, Bernard Faure boldly asks: does
Buddhism offer women liberation or limitation? Continuing
the innovative exploration of sexuality in Buddhism he began
in The Red Thread, here he moves from his earlier focus on
male monastic sexuality to Buddhist conceptions of women
and constructions of gender. Faure argues that Buddhism is
neither as sexist nor as egalitarian as is usually thought.

This groundbreaking book offers a fresh, comprehensive
understanding of what Buddhism has to say about gender.

"Well organized and very well written, Faure's book is
unique. It will certainly stir up controversy in Buddhist stud-
ies and in American Buddhism. The style is perfect: brief,
punchy, and to the point."
—Steven Collins, University of Chicago
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The Impact of Buddhism on
Chinese Material Culture
John Kieschnick
From the first century, when Buddhism entered China, the
foreign religion shaped Chinese philosophy, beliefs, and ritu-
al. At the same time, Buddhism had a profound effect on the
material world of the Chinese.

Yielding rich insights through its innovative analysis of par-
ticular types of objects, this briskly written book is the first to
systematically examine the ambivalent relationship, in the
Chinese context, between Buddhism and material culture.

"A remarkable achievement.... John Kieschnik has produced
an original and groundbreaking book—the first of its kind
not only in the area of Chinese Buddhism, but in the field of
Buddhism writ large. There is simply nothing like this avail-
able in any Western language."—Robert Sharf, University of
Michigan
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