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College of Technology; $275,000 to the Western Region of Nigeria for the Institute of
Administration at the University of Ife; and $125,000 to the University of Dakar for
research on African languages and improvement of facilities for English and French
language instruction.

Centro de Estudios Ajricanos, Argentina
FOLLOWING a series of seminars over three years at the National University of Buenos Aires
and the Universidade de El Salvador, a Centre for African Studies has been established to
provide courses, discussion meetings, and publications among teachers and students of the
various institutions. The main concern of the Centre at the outset will be the political and
constitutional aspects of African states, but it is expected that the range of interests will be
broadened. The Centre would welcome opportunities to exchange information concerning
work in African studies with other institutions. Communications should be addressed to
the Centro de Estudios Africanos, Lavalle 1474, 30, B, Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Etude de la Flore Naturelle du Burundi
MOYENS employes: constitution d'un herbier conserve a l'Universite officielle de Bujumbura,
par ecolte directe et par echange avec d'autres institutions de botanique africaine. Ce docu-
ment scientifique permanent pourra etre complete et ameliore au long de nombreuses annees.

Interet de l'etude: la dorsale orientale de la crete Congo-Nil est occupee par des
lambeaux de foret en voie de disparition, dont les elements sont jusqu'ici incompletement
connus. II en est de meme des prairies naturelles au-dela de 2.000 m. Le but de cette etude
phytosociologique est de mettre en evidence les 6tapes de la degradation des forets, les
caracteristiques des diverses formations secondaires.

Etendue du sujet: le present travail se doit de rassembler des documents sur les regions
etudiees (Burundi, crete Congo-Nil) et sur toutes les regions limitrophes, afin de pouvoir
etablir. d'une part des comparaisons, et d'autre part, les directions generales de revolution
des formations forestieres ou herbac^es.

. Trois etudes, par Jose Lewalle et F. M. Rodegem, sont en preparation: ' Plantes medi-
cinales du Burundi': recension systematique et identification des plantes medicinales,
a l'exclusion des plantes magiques; leur mode d'emploi, leurs indications therapeutiques,
leur recolte et leur usage.' Les noms de plantes rundi ' : indications generales sur la nomen-
clature des plantes en langue rundi. Liste alphabetique des noms vernaculaires avec leur
correspondance scientifique. ' Amulettes du Burundi': descriptions de certaines amulettcs
corporelles employees au Burundi dans un but benefique; leur variation, leur signification,
leur distribution geographique.

{Communication de Jose Lewalle, Charge d'enseignement, Faculte des Sciences,
Laboratoire de Botanique, Universite OfBcielle dc Bujumbura)

Patrimoine Culture I Rundi
BUT de l'etude: etablir un releve aussi complet que possible de tous les elements dc la culture
rundi en se basant sur les textes autochtones.

Materiel: transcription et traduction d'un choix de traditions orales (1572 pages poly-
copiees); textes inedits en voie de disparition, representant les differents genres litteraires:
fables, proverbes, contes et legendes, bestiaires, fabliaux, rondes populaires, epithalames,
cantilenes et chansonnettes, le rire et l'humour, poesie, eglogues et berceuses, chanson de
geste, poe'sie epique.
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Methode: recension systematique des vocables rundi concernant les structures culturelles
(materielle, sociale, politique, intellecutelle). Dans chaque chapitre, a partir du vocable:
i° expose synthetique de la realite culutrelle; 20 vocabulaire ideologique; 30 citation
d'exemples avec reference aux textes traditionnels; 40 references aux textes modernes
rundi; 5 ° considerations sur la psychologie et Pethique rundi.

Presentation: Panalyse des structure culturelles sera traitee d'une part, et d'autre part,
l'ensemble des textes de style oral rundi traditionnel formera un corpus justificatif separe.

{Communication de F. M. Rodegem, p.b., Faculte des Sciences, Universite Officielle
de Bujumbura)

Recent Research in Sukumaland, Tanzania
A STUDY is being prepared for publication under the direction and editorship of Gottfried O.
Lang and Peter F. M. McLoughlin on progress among the Sukuma of Tanzania, who occupy
some 20,000 square miles east and south of Lake Victoria, own approximately one-fifth of
Tanzania's livestock, and produce most of the country's cotton, the second largest export
by value. The study will pay particular attention to factors responsible for economic, social,
and political changes in Sukumaland, and also to those which have precluded or delayed
change. Development experience will be analysed so that current and future policies and
procedures may profit from more precise definitions of trends, problems, and prospects.
The contributors all have recent field experience in Sukumaland and are drawn from the
disciplines of geography, economics, agricultural economics, anthropology, political science,
sociology, and history. Coming from East Africa, Europe, and North America, most of
them met with the editors in October 1965 and May 1966: a final meeting in October 1966
(at the A.S.A. meetings in Bloomington, Indiana) will permit mutual discussion of drafts.
These meetings have benefited from African Studies Association (U.S.) financial assistance.

{Communicated by Peter F. M. McLoughlin)

Project for Research on African Economic Systems by Dr. C. Meillassoux
THIS project is the continuation of research undertaken since 1958 on the economics of
African societies (C. Meillassoux, ' Essai d'interpretation des phenomenes economiques
dans les societes traditionnelles d'auto-subsistance ', Cahiers d'Btudes Africaines, i960, no. 4,
pp. 38-67). It will attempt to refine and clarify the structures and processes of economic
systems found in pre- and post-colonial Africa; the social organization linked to each system;
the conditions for equilibrium; the process of change in each system as an effect of contact;
the compatibility and incompatibility of systems among themselves, etc. A choice among the
cases available will be made on the basis of a provisional typology. Analysis of the modern
and early works related to those selected will be undertaken. The construction of theoretical
working models, applicable to the various systems, will be attempted for the discovery and
explanation of the possible evolution of the economies, their capacity to resist, to adapt to,
or be absorbed by other systems. The study will be both an attempt at the theoretization of
the economic and social history of Africa and the basis for a theory of underdevelopment.

The history of Africa can be divided into four main periods: (1) period of relations of
independent African societies among themselves, and of external trade relations, on the
edges of the continent; (2) period of European slave trade; (3) colonial period; (4) period of
emergence of new African states.

The basic economic systems emerged during the first period and have either lasted—more
or less altered—until now, or have contributed to the societies that existed at the time of
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