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physicians. I give this book three out of five stars despite its flaws 
and recommend it to neurologists and others involved in the treat
ment of epilepsy. 

Richard S. McLachlan 
London, Ontario 

SLEEP DISORDERS AND INSOMNIA IN THE ELDERLY, 
Volume 7 (supplement). 1993. Edited by J.E. Morley and T. Roth 
(Series Editors: B. Vellas and J.L. Albarede). Published by Springer 
Publishing Company. 232 pages. SC52.00. 

This volume, according the to publishers, "addresses the latest 
findings about sleep disorders in the elderly". From the preface, I 
understand that the contents of this volume derives from a work
shop held in 1992 on the topic of Sleep Disorders in the Elderly. 
Thirty-eight contributors are listed. They are from Western Europe 
and North America. The book is divided into 21 short chapters. 
There is no bibliography. 

I believe this volume is modestly successful in its stated aim. 
The chapters are individually well written. The contents of the book 
do cover a good deal of the relevant sub-topics which fall under the 
theme of the book, Sleep Disorders in the Elderly. 

There are a number of deficiencies in the book. There is a good 
deal of duplication between the chapters. The chapters could be 
organized on a more rational basis so there would be a better flow 
to the book. Later chapters return to topics previously covered. 
Because of the shortness of the chapters, topics are not dealt with in 
detail. A higher degree of specificity would improve the utility of 
this book for expert readers. For example, the book would have ben
efitted from more detailed discussion on sundowning, nocturnal agi
tation, periodic limb movement disorder and on assessment issues 
such as who should undergo a detailed sleep study. A number of 
typographical errors are present in the book but they are not exces
sive. There are a number of factual errors present but again they are 
not excessive - for example, on page 148 it states that total body 
water increases with increases in age, in fact it decreases. 

I found information in the book that I was not aware of. This 
new knowledge will change my clinical practice. As such, time 
spent reading the book could not be viewed as a waste. That 
achievement is no small feat. 

David B. Hogan 
Calgary, Alberta 

MANUAL OF NERVE CONDUCTION VELOCITY AND CLINI
CAL NEUROPHYSIOLOGY. 3rd Edition. 1994. By J. DeLisa, H.J. 
Lee, E.M. Baran, K.-S. Lai and N. Spielholz. Published by Raven 
Press. 494 pages. $C62.00. 

This is the third edition of a text which is a collection of routine 
and unusual peripheral and central nerve conduction techniques. 
Chapters from the previous edition (1987) were updated. Five chap
ters have been added: Intraoperative Monitoring Using 
Somatosensory Evoked Potentials, Auditory and Visual Evoked 
Potentials, Magnetoelectric Stimulation, Motor Unit Action 
Potential Analysis, Single Fiber Electromyography and Anatomy. 
Each technique is described in the same sequence: Pickup (Input 
Terminal I), Reference (Input Terminal 2), Ground, Stimulation and 
Settings. Comments on potential pitfalls frequently follow. Normal 
values from the original articles are reproduced. Conveniently, dia
grams and tables are widely used. Occasionally, several techniques 
are reported for one particular study. The reader may experiment 

and decide on the technique he/she prefers. References are always 
available for details. 

For the experienced electromyographer, this text is particularly 
useful for reminders on electrode positioning when performing 
unusual nerve conduction studies. In this regard, comments on 
potential pitfalls could advantageously shift away from the empha
sis on temperature measurements to more practical considerations. 
For example, when performing phrenic nerve conductions, how is 
the diaphragmatic potential differentiated from a volume conducted 
response originating from adjacent chest wall muscles? A note of 
caution should be added concerning normative data for motor unit 
duration using concentric needles in the section on Motor Unit 
Action Potential Analysis: the definition of normal as deviations 
less than 20% from the mean for all muscle groups appears arbi
trary and is unlikely to rest on sound statistical analysis. 

Nevertheless, this text is very practical and is highly recom
mended as a reference volume in all EMG laboratories. 

Francois Grand 'Mai von 
Sherbrooke, Quebec 

EPILEPSY AND QUALITY OF LIFE. 1994. Edited by Michael 
Trimble and Edwin Dodson. Published by Raven Press. 320 pages. 
$C 137.00. 

Assessing the quality of life (QOL) in seizure disorder patients 
has become a prominent area of interest in epilepsy for clinicians, 
researchers as well as pharmaceutical companies. This book is a 
result of an international meeting sponsored by the Epilepsy 
Foundation of America and it has many strengths. It includes: 
chapters that address QOL from the perspective of not only the 
patient, but also family members and volunteer groups; cognitive 
function and QOL; utilizing QOL measures in drug studies; QOL 
after epilepsy surgery; and issues concerning QOL in children with 
epilepsy. The book reviews existing instruments being used in 
North America and the United Kingdom and thus is unlike any 
other book currently available on this topic. 

Historically, a considerable amount of work on quality of life in 
epilepsy was pioneered by Carl Dodrill and it was therefore pleas
ing to see his chapter summarizing the many studies that have uti
lized the Washington Psychosocial Inventory (WPS1) as well as 
some commentary addressing criticism of this particular tool. It was 
interesting to read about a methodology known as the repertory grid 
technique as an alternate way of assessing QOL. However, one 
wonders about the utility of the technique that relies heavily on ver
bal constructs for patients with seizures from their dominant hemi
sphere who have language deficits. An excellent feature of this 
book is that samples of the various existing tools are presented in 
the appendices (i.e., The Liverpool Quality of Life Questionnaire, 
ESI-55, WPSI, the Adolescent Psychosocial Seizure Inventory). 
Although the heavily promoted QOLIE-89 is not a part of this book, 
it was adapted in part on the Epilepsy Surgery Inventory - 55 (ESI-
55) discussed in Chapter 9. The questions from the ESI-55 are simi
lar in format and the reader can obtain a sense of what the 
QOLIE-89 is like by looking at the ESI-55. There is some uneven-
ness in the quality of the chapters, but the reading list and bibliogra
phies are comprehensive and would allow the reader to quickly 
locate original articles. 

There is little discussion of some very real practical issues 
regarding QOL instruments, such as the minimum required reading 
levels for the various measures, the manpower required to adminis
ter, score, and interpret the inventory, and the clinical uses of the 
information gathered from a QOL inventory for an individual case. 
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For example, if a patient is two standard deviations below the mean 
on a particular scale, should a referral for counselling be made? 
Possibly Dr. Trimble's comment that QOL is a "well established 
area of research interest" explains everything. 

Anyone will soon realize after reading this book, that QOL is 
simply not administering a questionnaire to find out how their 
patient is doing. The topics covered in the book will help the reader 
answer such questions as "What does QOL mean?", "Why would 
you want to assess QOL?", "What factors should you consider 
when choosing a QOL instrument?", "What is the utility of QOL 
results?" and "How might QOL measures be misused?" In the 
Epilogue there was recognition that QOL seems to be a growth 
industry with the ongoing emergence of new QOL measures. 

June 20 - 24, 1995. 30th Canadian Congress of Neurological 
Sciences will be held in Victoria, B.C., Canada. Contact: 
Secretariat Office, CCNS, 810, 906 - 12th Ave., SW, Calgary, 
AB Canada T2R 1K7 Telephone: (403)229-9544; Fax: 
(403)229-1661. 

June 23 - 25,1995. Thirty Seventh Annual Scientific Meeting of 
the American Association for the Study of Headache will be 
held in Boston, Massachusetts. Contact: Telephone: (609)845-
1720; Fax: (609)384-5811. 

July 8, 1995. Workshop on Research Issues in Aluminum 
Toxicity will be held in Vancouver, B.C., Canada. Contact: 
University of Kentucky, Continuing Pharmacy Education, 465 E. 
High Street, Suite 204, Lexington KY USA 40507. Telephone: 
(606)257-7719; Fax: (606)323-2437. 

July 22 - 27, 1995. 3rd International Neurotrauma Symposium 
will be held in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Contact: Congress 
Secretariat c/o: Congress Canada, 191 Niagara Street, Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada M5V 1C9. Telephone: (416)860-1772. Fax: 
(416)369-5298. 

September 3-8,1995. 21st International Epilepsy Congress will 
be held in Sydney, Australia. Contact: Congress Secretariat, PO 
Box 1231, North Sydney, NSW 2059 Australia. Telephone: 61 2 
956 8333; Fax: 61 2 956 5154. 

September 16 - 20, 1995. 7th International Headache Congress 
will be held in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Deadline for abstract 
submission is March 31, 1995. Contact: IHC Secretariat, 875 
Kings Highway, Suite 200, Woodbury, NJ USA 08096-3172. 
Telephone: (609)845-1720; Fax: (609)853-0411. 

October 7 - 13, 1995. IX Pan-American Congress of Neurology 
will be in Guatemala City, Guatemala. Contact: IX Pan-
American Congress of Neurology, 6a Avenue, 7 - 55, Zona 10, 
Clinicas Herrera Llerandi Norte, 01010 Ciudad Guatemala, 
Guatemala, C.A. Telephone: (502)-2-347175, (502)-2-340261; 
Fax:(502)-2-340261. 

However, there is a paucity of validity and reliability studies on 
many of these measures and as Dodson and Trimble so aptly put it, 
are we "reinventing the wheel?" each time a new instrument /tech
nique is developed. Anyone embarking on investigations into QOL 
whether in the area of epilepsy or other medical conditions, should 
read this book because of its discussion of specific issues, the 
review of conceptual issues as well as statistical, psychometric top
ics. This book is recommended for any clinician or investigator who 
wants a concise review of the current state of the art of quality of 
life in epilepsy. 

Brenda Kosaka 
Vancouver. British Columbia 

October 10 - 12, 1995. 6th International Congress of 
International Society for Brain Electromagnetic Topography 
will be held in Tokushima, Japan. Contact: ISBET 95, 
Department of Neurological Surgery, The University of 
Tokushima, 3-18-5 Kuramoto, Tokushima, 770 Japan. 
Telephone: +81-886-31-3111 Ext. 3246; Fax: +81-886-32-9664. 

October 13 - 15, 1995. Headache Now will be held in Bermuda. 
Contact: Telephone: (609)845-1720; Fax: (609)384-5811. 

October 15 - 19, 1995. The X International Congress of EMG 
and Clinical Neurophysiology will be held in Kyoto, Japan. 
Contact: Ryuji Kaji, Director, Mari Yamane, Makiko Fukuda, X-
ICEMGCN, Department of Neurology, Kyoto University 
Hospital, Sakyo-ku Kyoto, 606-01 Japan. Telephone: 81-75-
751-3770; Fax: 81-75-761-9780. 

October 22, 1995. XVIIth International Symposium of the 
Fulton Society on "The Injured Neonatal Brain" along with 
the 1 19th Annual Meeting of the American Neurological 
Association will be held in Washington, DC. Contact: Prof. Dr. 
Victor Soriano, Calle Buenos Aires 363, Montevideo 11000, 
Uruguay. Fax: 598 2 970055. 

October 22 - 25, 1995. The American Neurological Association 
Meeting will be held in Washington, DC. Contact: American 
Academy of Neurology, 2221 University Avenue SE, Suite 335, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota USA 55414. Telephone: (612)623-
8115; Fax: (612)623-3504. 

November 12 - 18, 1995. Advances in Neurosurgery: Trauma 
and Tumour Seminar will be held in Glasgow, Scotland. 
Contact: International Seminars Department, The British 
Council, 10 Spring Gardens, London SW1A 2BN, UK. 
Telephone: +44 (0)171 389 4264/4252/4266; Fax: +44 (0)171 
389 4154; Telex: 8952201 BRCON G; E mail 81: BC0022 (BT 
Gold/Dialcom). 

Calendar of Events 
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