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APSA Names 2010–2011 Minority Fell0ws

In recognition of their outstanding academic and personal achievements, APSA is pleased to announce the APSA Minority Fellows 
for the 2010–2011 academic year. The Minority Fellows Program (MFP) was established in 1969 as an effort to increase the number 
of minority scholars in the discipline, and has designated more than 400 fellows and contributed to the successful completion of 

doctoral political science programs for over 100 individuals. APSA has refocused and increased its efforts to assist minority students in 
completing their doctorates by concentrating not only on the recruitment of minorities, but also on the retention of these groups within 
the profession. The MFP designates up to 12 stipend minority fellows each year. Fellows with stipends receive a $4,000 fellowship that 
is disbursed in two $2,000 payments—one at the end of their first graduate year and one at the end of their second—provided that they 
remain in good academic standing. Awards are based on students’ undergraduate course work, GPA, extracurricular activities, GRE scores, 
and recommendations from faculty. Members of the selection committee for this year’s fellows included Ben Marquez, Committee on the 
Status of Latinos and Latinas in the Profession; Alice Jackson, Committee on the Status of Blacks in the Profession; and Ann Chih Lin, 
chair of the Committee on Asian Pacific Americans in Political Science. Learn more about the program by visiting http://www.apsanet.
org/content_3284.cfm. This year’s Minority Fellows are:

Edgar Alfonseca is a current Ronald E. 
McNair Scholar at Binghamton Universi-
ty. He recently conducted research through 
the McNair Summer Research intern-
ship pertaining to civil wars and external 
interventions. As 
an undergraduate 
student, he worked 
for the Transla-
tion Research and 
Instruction Pro-
gram as a Federal 
Work-Study Stu-
dent. Mr. Alfonseca 
served as an intern for the Career Develop-
ment Center at Binghamton University. He 
was awarded the Michael V. Boyd Memo-
rial Scholarship and Faculty Student Schol-
arship for the 2009–2010 year at Bingham-
ton University.

Jesse Atencio is a 
senior at Washing-
ton University in 
St. Louis, major-
ing in political sci-
ence. He attend-
ed the 2009 Ralph 
Bunche Summer 
Institute and pre-
sented his research paper at the APSA 
Annual Meeting in Toronto. Mr. Atencio 
became interested in political theory dur-
ing his sophomore year, particularly after 
being introduced to St. Augustine’s City 
of God. Mr. Atencio plans to undertake a 
Ph.D. program in political science to bring 
the human experience back into the disci-
pline by focusing on concepts such as iden-
tity, recognition, and existential choice, and 
their implications for liberalism.

Parris Baker is currently a senior at the 
University of Florida. During his colle-
giate career, he has earned many awards 
and honors. While at Valencia Community 
College, his academic excellence garnered 
him many appearances on the President’s 
List. His commitment to academics contin-
ues at the University of Florida, where he 
earned a transfer scholarship, a multicul-
tural award, and admission into the Ronald 
E. McNair Scholars Program. As a McNair 
scholar, he is studying the role that hip-hop 
played in influenc-
ing discourse dur-
ing the 2008 presi-
dential election. 
His research inter-
ests include politi-
cal theory, political 
behavior, and hip-
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hop culture. In the moments away from his 
studies, Mr. Baker volunteers at the Boys 
and Girls Club and presides as President of 
the University of Florida’s Black Political 
Science Association. 

Lashonda Brenson is a senior at the Uni-
versity of Rochester majoring in political 
science and mathematics. She is a mem-
ber of the Keidaean Honor Society. In the 
spring of 2009, Ms. Brenson was selected 

to participate as an 
intern in Roches-
ter’s Washington 
Semester Program. 
As an intern, she 
worked full-time in 
the congressional 
office of Represen-
tative William Lacy 

Clay (D- MO) and completed indepen-
dent research on the presence of racially 
polarized voting in the 2008 presidential 
election. She spent the summer of 2009 
researching the intersectionality of race 
and gender on the policy preferences of 
African American Congresswomen at the 
Ralph Bunche Summer Institute at Duke 
University. Following RBSI, Ms. Brenson 
presented her research during a poster pre-
sentation at the APSA Annual Meeting in 
Toronto. Ms. Brenson plans to attend grad-
uate school in political science to study the 
intricate roles that race and gender play in 
legislative politics. By studying institutions 
in terms of race, gender, and the intersec-
tion of the two, Ms. Brenson hopes to offer 
a better understanding of how institutional 
dynamics affect the ability of minority rep-
resentatives to legislate. 

chinbo chong is a 
graduating senior 
at the University of 
California, Berkeley. 
In graduate school, 
she plans to study 
American politics, 
race and ethnicity, 
and political behav-
ior. Specifically, she intends to study the 
conditions by which immigrants become 
politically incorporated into the American 
political arena. She is particularly interest-
ed in researching the impact of social poli-
cies on shaping partisanship and the overall 
immigrant participation. As an immigrant 
from Seoul, Korea, Ms. Chong felt the need 
to bridge the gap between these social phe-
nomena from a political science perspec-

tive. Her personal history speaks to her 
motivation for pursuing a research degree 
in political science. In addition to academ-
ics, Ms. Chong is active in organizations 
such as Pi Sigma Alpha at Berkeley, serving 
as the organization’s president.  After com-
pleting her Ph.D. in political science, she 
plans to become a professor and an active 
scholar in the academic community. 

Jenny V. Gallegos 
currently attends 
Boise State Univer-
sity as a political sci-
ence major with an 
emphasis on Amer-
ican government. 
In the fall, she will 
pursue a graduate 
degree in political science with an empha-
sis on Latino politics. Ms. Gallegos plans 
to specialize in group identity, ethnic group 
mobilization, discrimination, and political 
behavior. Ms. Gallegos’s personal projects 
include a combination of the aforemen-
tioned subjects. The Ronald E. McNair 
Program and the Department of Political 
Science at Boise State University have pro-
vided great support for Ms. Gallegos as she 
pursues her academic endeavors.

LaGina Gause is a senior at Howard Uni-
versity majoring in political science with 
minors in community development and 
Spanish. She is a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa, vice president of Pi Sigma Alpha, 
and president of the Howard University 
Political Science 
Society. She is also 
a Howard Univer-
sity Laureate Schol-
ar, a Gates Millen-
nium Scholar, and 
a McNair Scholar. 
Her work, “Colin 
Powell and Condo-
leezza Rice: An Analysis of their Substan-
tive and Symbolic Policies during the Bush 
Administration,” was published in the 
2007–2008 Howard University Ronald E. 
McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement 
Program Journal of Research. In 2009, Ms. 
Gause presented the research that she con-
ducted during the Ralph Bunche Summer 
Institute, entitled “Zero Tolerance and Aca-
demic Performance: When Fear Dictates 
School Policy,” at the 2009 APSA Annual 
Meeting in Toronto. Ms. Gause plans to 
earn her Ph.D. in political science with an 
emphasis on social policy issues. 

Victoria Marie Jackson is a senior at Penn-
sylvania State University majoring in inter-
national politics with a minor in Spanish.  
Ms. Jackson is a McNair Scholar as well 
as a 2009 Ralph Bunche Summer Insti-
tute Scholar. As a Ralph Bunche Sum-
mer Institute Scholar, Ms. Jackson was 
selected to present her research entitled 
“The Chavez Effect: 
Public Opinion in 
Venezuela” at the 
2009 APSA Annual 
Meeting.  Ms. Jack-
son’s research is pri-
marily focused on 
the development of 
Latin American politics.  

David Lopez is currently completing his 
BA in political science with a focus in inter-
national relations at the University of Flor-
ida. Mr. Lopez is the recipient of a National 
Science Foundation undergraduate fellow-
ship through the Democracy and World 
Politics Summer Research Program host-
ed at Oklahoma State University. He is also 

a McNair Schol-
ar. Mr. Lopez had 
the opportunity to 
present his McNair 
research at the 2009 
McNair National 
Conference at the 
University of Mary-
land. More recently, 

he presented a paper at the 2009 meeting 
of the International Studies Association–
Midwest and is presenting at the 2010 
International Studies Association Annual 
Convention in New Orleans. Mr. Lopez is 
also active in the UF chapter of Pi Sigma 
Alpha, having served since 2008 as their 
public relations director. 

Maisha Rashid, a Mellon Mays Fellow 
and a senior at Barnard College of Colum-
bia University, is majoring in political sci-
ence, with a minor in philosophy.  She is the 
president of Columbia Model Congress, 
student advisor to 
the Barnard Athena 
Leadership Stud-
ies Program, and a 
prospective politi-
cal science graduate 
student. Originally 
from Dhaka, Ban-
gladesh, she moved to the United States 
in time to start eighth grade. During col-
lege, she has been involved in her commu-
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nity with Columbia Model United Nations, 
Columbia Political Review, McIntosh 
Activities Council, and Barnard’s Student 
Government Association. As a member of 
the Barnard Committee on Instruction, she 
worked with Barnard provosts, deans, and 
faculty to incorporate more critical analysis 
courses on race and ethnicity into the cur-
riculum. In 2009, she was selected for the 
Ralph Bunche Summer Institute at Duke 
University to conduct independent politi-
cal research and take graduate courses in 
statistical methodology. After the Institute, 
she presented her research on perceptions 
of Muslim Americans and possible poli-
cy implications at the 2009 APSA Annual 
Meeting in Toronto, Canada. Currently, she 
is working on her undergraduate thesis and 
looking forward to pursuing graduate stud-
ies toward a political science Ph.D.

camillia Redding is a senior at the Uni-
versity of Rochester, majoring in politi-
cal science with minors in African Ameri-
can Studies and Legal Studies. During the 

summer of 2008, Ms. Redding participated 
in the University of Rochester’s Ronald E. 
McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement 
Program, in which she examined the exit 
rate of African Americans in Congress. As 

a participant in the 
University of Roch-
ester’s Washington 
Semester program, 
Ms. Redding served 
as an intern in the 
office of Represen-
tative Steve Cohen 
(D-TN) in the spring 

of 2009. She then went on to spend the 
summer of 2009 at the APSA Ralph Bunche 
Summer Institute at Duke University. Fol-
lowing RBSI, Ms. Redding presented her 
research during a poster presentation at 
the APSA Annual Meeting in Toronto. 
Currently, she is writing an honors thesis 
that examines the effect of a constituent’s 
race on the evaluation of the representative 
and how much constituents value descrip-
tive representation. Ms. Reddingplans to 

attend graduate school in political science 
to study the intersection of race and legis-
lative politics.

Robert William Velez graduated from 
Metropolitan State University (Saint Paul, 
Minnesota) with a 
BA in social science 
in December 2009.  
He is pursuing 
graduate study in 
the American poli-
tics subfield and is 
interested in the 
study of the politi-
cal activities of the American Organized 
Labor Movement.  Mr. Velez has been an 
active member of his local union for the last 
12 years (AFSCME Local 34) and served as 
vice president of the union for two years. n

PS: Political Science and Politics Reviewers, 2009

In 2009, PS: Political Science and Politics published articles covering a vast range of topics. Symposia alone in 2009 focused on issues includ-
ing reform of the presidential nomination process; voter identification; Obama and the economy in the 2008 election; fieldwork, identities, 
and intersectionality in the international context; and the politics of inequality in developing countries. This list does not, of course, men-

tion the array of subjects addressed in nonsymposia articles. The journal’s commitment to publishing articles on pedagogy and the profession, 
as well as exemplary topical scholarship on a spectrum of issues, calls for an equally broad stable of expert reviewers. PS cannot publish such 
diverse work without the outstanding work (and openmindedness) of our peer reviewers. The peer-review process relies on the professionalism 
and generosity of those who contribute their time and knowledge to read and evaluate the work of others. The editors of PS thank the follow-
ing scholars, who served as manuscript reviewers between January 1, 2009, and December 31, 2009.

Paul Abramson, Michigan State Univer-
sity 

David Adler, Idaho State University 
Sunil Ahuja, Youngstown State University
Joseph Aistrup, Kansas State University
Scott Allard, University of Chicago 
Christopher Allen, University of Georgia
W. Allen, Michigan State University 
Eugene Alpert, Washington Center for 

Internships & Academic Seminars 
John Altman, York College of Pennsylva-

nia 
Kristi Andersen, Syracuse University 
James Anderson, Texas A&M University 

R. Anderson, Baker University 

Christopher Anderson, University of 
Hartford 

Lonna Atkeson, University of New 
Mexico 

Stanley Bach, ret., CRS  
Denise Baer, American University 
Robert Bartlett, University of Vermont
Sammy Basu, Willamette University 
Frank Baumgartner, Pennsylvania State 

University 
Elizabeth Bergman, California State Uni-

versity, East Bay 
Jeffrey Bernstein, Eastern Michigan Uni-

versity 
Robina Bhatti, California State Universi-

ty–Monterey Bay 

Meena Bose, Hofstra University 
Steven Brams, New York University 
Marijke Breuning, University of North 

Texas 
Michelle Brophy-Baermann, Rhode 

Island College 
Courtney Brown, Emory University 
Mark Brown, California State University, 

Sacramento 
Courtney Brown, Emory University 
Jeremy Buchman, C.W. Post, Long 

Island University 
Erik Bucy, Indiana University 
Susan Burgess, Ohio University 
Ernesto Calvo, University of Houston 
Maqsood Choudary, Northeast Lakeview 
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