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LOWER AND UPPER BOUNDS FOR COHEN-MACAULAY
DIMENSION

J. ASADOLLAHI AND SH. SALARIAN

Lower and upper bounds for CM-dimension, called CM,-dimension and CM*-dimension,
will be defined for any finitely generated module M over a local Noetherian ring R.
Both CM, and CM*-dimension reflect the Cohen-Macaulay property of rings. Our
results will show that these dimensions have the expected basic properties parallel
to those of the homological dimensions. In particular, they satisfy an analog of the
Auslander-Buchsbaum formula.

1. INTRODUCTION

Modules of finite classical (that is projective or injective) dimension over a local
ring R have rather special properties. A hypothesis on finiteness of a classical dimension
imposes stringent restrictions on the structure of the underlying ring.

The best studied non-classical homological dimension is the Gorenstein dimen-
sion. In [1], Auslander and Bridger assign to each fl-module M a number denoted by
G - dinift M, and called the Gorenstein dimension, or G-dimension of M. It corresponds
to the Gorenstein property of rings.

In [3], a new homological invariant for a finite module M, called the complete in-
tersection dimension and denoted CI — dim^ M is defined, which reflects complete in-
tersection property of rings. Its definition involves a classical dimension and a class of
surjective ring homomorphisms with special kernels.

Modelled on this, some new dimensions have been defined. Veliche [8] introduces the
upper Gorenstein dimension, G*-dimension and Gerko [6] defines the Cohen-Macaulay
dimension, CM-dimension. The class of surjective homomorphisms of these new dimen-
sions is defined such that their kernels satisfy a notion of perfection. More precisely,
in view of the known inequalities gradefi M ^ G — dim^ M < pdR M, the notion of a
perfect module, that is, a module M satisfying gradefi M = pdR M, and the notion of
a G-perfect module, that is, module M satisfying gradeR M = G - dim^ M, was defined
(G-perfect modules are introduced in [5] and studied further in [7]). Using these notions,
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in order to define G*-dimension and CM-dimension, they defined the class of homomor-
phisms Q —> R' to be surjective homomorphisms with respectively perfect and G-perfect
kernels. This plays a key role in their definitions.

So it is a natural try to define another homological dimension, introducing new
notions of perfection. This is the main aim of this paper. To this end, first we show that
CM — dim/j M is greater than or equal to gradefi M. So we get a sequence of inequalities

gradefl M ^ CM - dimfi M ^ G - dimfi M ^ pdR M.

Hence one can introduce CM-perfect modules as those modules whose grade is equal to
their CM-dimension. Using this, a new homological dimension can be defined as

• ff™, J- n*t ™* A- D/ R^R'<-Q is a 1inf < CM - dimo M - CM - dimn if , / } ,
I CM-quasi-deformation J

where by a CM-quasi-deformation we mean a diagram of local homomorphisms
R -> R! <r- Q, where R —» R' is flat and Q -> R' is a surjective homomorphism whose
kernel is CM-perfect. We show that this dimension shares many basic properties with
other homological dimensions. It localises, it satisfies an analogue of the Auslander-
Buchsbaum formula, and it reflects the Cohen-Macaulay property of rings. Moreover it
interpolates between the Rid;? and CM-dimension, where BIdR M denotes the restricted
flat dimension of M, defined in [4] as

RfdR M = sup{depth Rp - depthHpMp | p € Spec(-R)}.

So we call it lower Cohen-Macaulay dimension and denote it by CM,-dimension.
During the work we observed that, by the same argument we used for the proof of

Proposition 2.1, another term can add to the above sequence of inequalities, that is,

gradefi M < CM, - dimR M < CM - dimfl M ^ G - dimH M < pdfl M.

In fact the argument works for any dimension that localises and satisfies the Auslander-
Buchsbaum depth formula. This means that any such dimension is greater than or equal
to the grade. So, using the class of surjective homomorphisms Q -> R! such that R'
satisfies the equality grade(jii

/ = CM, — dung R' a new dimension can be defined. It can
be easily seen that it is a homological dimension. In particular, it localises and satisfies
Auslander-Buchsbaum formula. Moreover it is related to the Cohen-Macaulay property
of the ring and interpolates between Rfdjj M and CM, - d\raR M. This procedure can
iterated and so a sequence of homological dimensions will be obtained.

The third section of the paper is devoted to defining an upper bound for CM-
dimension. It's definition is based on the upper Gorenstein dimension of Veliche. We
show that it satisfies the basic properties of homological dimensions and corresponds to
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Cohen-Macaulay property of the ring. It will be denoted by CM*-dimension, and in the
hierarchy of homological dimensions it satisfies

RfdR M ^ CM, - dimfi M ^ CM - dim* M ^ { ®~ ^ R M^ \ < G* - dimR M.
\ CM - dimfl M J

Also we are able to obtain an increasing sequence of homological dimensions, all finer
than CM*-dimension and greater than CM-dimension. All of them are correspond to the
Cohen-Macaulay property of rings.

2. L O W E R C O H E N - M A C A U L A Y DIMENSION

Throughout the paper, R is a local ring with maximal ideal m and residue field
k = R/m. All modules are finitely generated. M always denotes a finitely generated
i?-module. Recall that the grade of M was defined by Rees as the least integer i ^ 0
such that Ext'R(M, R) ^ 0. When / is an ideal of R, the grade of the /i-module R/I will
be denoted by grade (/, R).

The Cohen-Macaulay dimension of M is introduced by Gerko [6], by the formula

G -quasi-deformation

where a G-quasi-deformation is a diagram of local homomorphisms R —t R! <— Q such
that R —¥ R' is flat and Q —l R' is a.surjective homomorphism whose kernel is G-perfect.
It is finer than G-dimension and greater than restricted flat dimension.

PROPOSITION 2 . 1 . Let M be a finite R-module. Then

gradefi M ^ CM — dim/j M.

P R O O F : Without loss of generality we may assume that CM — dimfi M is finite. Set
J = AnnR M. Let p be any minimal prime ideal of J. Then

gradefi M = grade (J, R) ^ grade (p, R) ^ depth Rp.

Moreover, by the choice of p, it is clear that depth Mp = 0. Since by [6, 3.10],
CM - dimRp Mp is less than or equal to CM — dim^ M, it is finite. Hence it follows
from the Auslander-Buchsbaum depth formula that CM — d i m ^ Mp = depth Rp. Now
the result follows from the inequalities

gradeR M < depth Rp = CM — dim/*,, Mp < CM — dim« M. n

The above theorem provides motivation for the following definition.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0004972700038296 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0004972700038296


340 J. Asadollahi and S. Sararian [4]

DEFINITION 2.2: Let M be a finitely generated .R-module. In view of the previous
proposition, we have

gradefi M < CM — dimK M ^ G — dimfl M.

We call M to be CM-perfect if

gradeH M = CM — dimR M.

Clearly every G-perfect module is CM-perfect. Let Q be a local ring and J be
an ideal of Q. Abusing terminology, J is called CM-perfect if the Q-module Q/J is
CM-perfect.

We say that R has a CM-deformation if there exists a local ring Q and a
CM-perfect ideal J in Q such that R = Q/J. A CM-quasi-deformation of R is a di-
agram of local homomorphisms R—tR'<—Q with R -> R! a flat extension and Q —> R'
a CM-deformation. Set M' = M(g)i?'.

R

LOWER COHEN-MACAULAY DIMENSION. For a module M / 0 over a local ring R,

we define

CM, - dim* M = inf I CM - dimQ M' - CM - dimg R
1 „** ~* R> *~ Q IS a 1

(, CM-quasi-deformation J

and complement this by CM — dim/j 0 = -co.

The purpose of the next results is to show that CM,-dimension has properties sim-
ilar to those of the other known homological dimensions. First we present a version of
Auslander-Buchsbaum formula for CM,-dimension.

THEOREM 2 . 3 . If CM, - dimfl M < oo, then

CM, — dimA M = depthfiiZ — depthfl M.

P R O O F : By assumption, there exists a CM-quasi-deformation R —t R' <— Q with
CM - dimQ M' < oo. Moreover CM, dimfi M = CM - dimQ M' - CM - dim0 R'. Now
the result follows from the faithful flatness of R -* R' and also Auslander-Buchsbaum
formula for CM-dimension. D

THEOREM 2 . 4 . For any prime p € SuppR M there is an inequality

CM, - dimfi,, Mp s$ CM. - dimfl M.

P R O O F : It suffices to assume that CM, — dim^ M is finite. Let R -» R! *- Q be a
CM-quasi-deformation with CM - dimq M' < oo. It follows from the faithful flatness of
R -¥ R' that there exists a prime ideal p' in R' lying over p. Let q be the inverse image
of p' in Q. It follows from the inequalities

gradeQi?' < g r a d e g ^ < CM - dimQ, R'q < CM - dimg R',
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that Rp -> Ry <— Q , is also a CM-quasi-deformation. Moreover we can conclude that
CM - dimQ, R'q = CM - dimg R'. Now the result follows using [6, 3.10]. D

The position of CM.-dimension in the hierarchy of homological dimensions is given
by the following proposition.

PROPOSITION 2 . 5 . The following inequalities hold

RfdR M ^ CM, - dinifi M ^ CM - dimR M,

with equality to the left of any finite term.

PROOF: For the first inequality we must only deal the case where CM, — dim^ M
is finite. By Theorem 2.3, CM, — dimR M = depth R — depthR M and by Theorem 2.4,
CM, — dimRp Mp ^ CM, — dim^ M, for all p 6 Spec R. So for a suitable prime p, we
have RfdR M = depth Rp — depthHpMp = CM, - dimfip Mp. But

CM, - dimHp Mp ^ CM, - dim/j M = depth R - depthH M ^ Rfdfl M.

Hence CM. - dimfi M = Rfdfl M.

For the second inequality, again without loss of generality we may assume that
CM — dim/j M is finite. Now the inequality follows because every G-quasi-deformation is
clearly a CM-quasi-deformation, and so appears in the determination of CM, — dimR M.

The equality follows easily using the Auslander-Buchsbaum formula. D

Note that with regard to the above proposition, when CM, — diniR M is finite, the
restricted flat dimension is achieved at the maximal ideal.

The next result provides a characterisation for Cohen-Macaulay rings in terms of
the CM,-dimension of their modules.

THEOREM 2 . 6 . The following axe equivalent.

(i) R is Cohen-Macaulay.

(ii) CM, — dim^ M < oo for every Bnitely generated R-module M.

PROOF: (i)=> (ii). This follows from [6, 3.9] and Proposition 2.4.

(ii)=*- (i). Assume that R is not Cohen-Macaulay. We seek a contradiction. Let
Xi,x2, • • • ,Xd be a maximal it-sequence, where d = depth R. By our assumption the
ideal generated by this sequence (x) can not be m-primary. So there exists a prime ideal
p such that (x) C p c m. Consider the module M = R/p. Clearly depthfi M > 0. So
depth R — depthR M < d. But depthR pMp = 0 and depth Rp ^ d. Hence d < depth
Rp - depthf l Mp = CM. — dimftp Mp. But in view of the Theorem 2.4, this is a contra-
diction. D

The n ' th syzygy of a finite module M over a local ring R is defined uniquely up to
isomorphism by Syz"(M) = Coker dn+i, where (F, d) is a minimal free resolution of M.
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If R -> R' is a local flat extension, then

R

PROPOSITION 2 . 7 . I f M / 0 , for O 0 there is an equality

CM, - dimR Syz^(M) = Max{CM. - dimfi M - n , 0}.

PROOF: If R —t R' «— Q is a CM-quasi-deformation, then it is easily seen, that
CM - dirriQ Syzjf (M') is finite if and only if CM-dimgM' is. So it follows that
CM, - dimfiSyz^(M) is finite if and only if CM. -dim f l M is. Therefore we may as-
sume that CM, — diniR M < oo. By Theorem 2.3, it is enough to prove

depthRSyz*(M) = Min{depthjj M + n, depth R} for 0 < n ^ pdH M.

We prove this using induction on n. By Theorem 2.3, depthfi Syz^(M) < depth R for
all 0 ^ n ^ pdfi M.

The induction start, n = 0 is trivial. The case n = 1 follows from [2, 1.2.6]. The
induction step now completes by another use of [2, 1.2.6]. D

PROPOSITION 2 . 8 . Let R-> S be a local Bat extension. Then

CM, - dim* M ^ CM. - dims [M 0 5)
R

with equality when CM, -dimsf M ® SJ is finite.

PROOF: We may assume that CM, - d i m s ( M ® Sj is finite. Let 5 -»• R' <- Q be

the corresponding CM-quasi-deformation. Since R-t S and S -*• R' are flat extensions,
the homomorphism R —> R' is also flat, so R -t R' i— Qis again a CM-quasi-deformation.
This proves the inequality. To complete the proof remember the following equalities

CM, - dim5 (M(g)S}= depth 5 - depth5 {M (g) 5)
R R

= depth R — depthR M

= CM, - dimfi M.

D
R E M A R K 2.9. Since the lower Cohen-Macaulay dimension localises and satisfies the
Auslander-Buchsbaum formula, the argument we have used for the proof of Proposition
2.1, can be applied to it. So we can conclude that gradeRM ^ CM. -dimRM. This
lead us to a new notion of perfection, say CM,-perfect modules. Using it, one can in-
troduce CM.-quasi-deformation and use it for defining another homological dimension,
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say CM,,-dimension. All of the above results, are valid for CM«,-dimension. In particu-
lar, it localises and satisfies Auslander-Buchsbaum formula. Furthermore, it interpolates
between restricted flat dimension and lower Cohen-Macaulay dimension. Hence another
use of Proposition 2.1 shows that gradeR M ^ CM,. — dimjj M. Hence the above proce-
dure can be iterated to define new dimensions. So we can record the following sequence
of inequalities

Rfdfi M ^ ^ CM,. - diniR M ^ CM. - dimfl M < CM - dimR M ^ G - dimH M.

3. U P P E R C O H E N - M A C A U L A Y DIMENSION

In [8], Veliche has defined a homological dimension, G*-dim, that corresponds to the
Gorenstein property of rings. Let us recall her definition. A Gorenstein quasi-deformation
of R is a diagram of local homomorphisms R -> R' *~ Q, with R —• R' a flat extension
and R! «— Q a surjective homomorphism whose kernel is a Gorenstein ideal, that is, it is
perfect and ffi(Q/J) = 1 for g - grade (J,Q). As usual set M' = M(g)i? ' . The upper

R
Gorenstein dimension of the i?-module M is defined by the formula

G -
R -> R' <- Q is a

Gorenstein quasi deformation

It can be located in the following sequence of inequalities:

gradefi M ^ G - dimR M ^ G* - dim;* M ^CI - dimfl M.

We define an il-module M to be G*-perfect where gradeR M = G* — diniR M.
Clearly every G*-perfect module is G-perfect. Similarly an ideal J is called G*-perfect if
the 7?-module R/J is G*-perfect.

A G*-deformation for R is a surjective local homomorphism Q -> R such that its
kernel J, is G*-perfect. A G*-quasi-deformation for R is a diagram of local homomor-
phisms R-¥ R' 4- Q, where R —¥ R' is a flat extension and Q —» R' is a G*-deformation.
Let M' = M (^) i?'. We define the upper Cohen-Macaulay dimension of M by

R

'-dimRM = inf{G*-dimQM'-G'-dimQ# R^R'^Q is a
G —quasi-deformation

Since every G*-quasi-deformation is a G-quasi-deformation, it follows from the defi-

nition that
CM - dimR M ^ CM* - dimfi M ^ G* - dim^ M.

The following results, which show that CM*-dimension is really a homological di-
mension with the expected properties, can be proved using exactly the same arguments
as we used in the previous section for proving the similar results. So we omit most of
their proofs.
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THEOREM 3 . 1 . If CM* - dim« M < oo, then

CM* - dimfi M = depth R - depthfi M.

PROPOSITION 3.2. IfM^O, forOO

CM* - dimfi Syz^(M) = Max{CM* - dim* M - n, 0}.

THEOREM 3 . 3 . The following are equivalent.

(i) R is Cohen-Macaulay.

(ii) CM* - dimft M < oo for every finitely generated R-module M.

(iii) CM* - dim* k = depth R.

(iv) CM* - dim* k < oo.

PROOF: (i)=> (ii). Let R be the completion of R with respect to maximal ideal
m. Then R is Cohen-Macaulay and by Cohen's structure theorem, can be written as a
quotient of a regular ring Q with kernel, say J. It is easy to see that J is G*-perfect. So
R -> R! «— Q is a G*-quasi-deformation. Now the finiteness of CM*-dimension follows
from the fact that over regular ring Q, every module has finite G*-dimension.

(ii)=J> (iii). Follows from 3.1.

(iii)=> (iv). This holds trivally.

(iv)=> (i). If CM* - dimfl k < oo, then CM - dimft k is finite and so by [6, 3.9], R is
Cohen-Macaulay. D

PROPOSITION 3 . 4 . IfR^Sisa local Bat extension, then

CM* - dim* M < CM* - dim5

with equality when CM* — d i m s ( M 0 S ) is finite.
v
 R '

PROPOSITI ON 3 . 5 . For any prime p € SuppR M,

CM* - dimfil> Mp ̂  CM* - dim* M.

PROOF: Suppose CM* — dimfi M < oo and R -¥ R! <— Q is the corresponding G*-
quasi-deformation, with /?' = Q/J . Let p' € Spec(i?') be such that Rnp' = p and q C Q
be the pre-image of p'. In view of [8, 2.10], the inequalities

grade (J, Q) ^ grade (Jq, Qq) < G* - dim0, Qq/7q ^ G* - dim<3 Q / J

hold. Since J is G*-perfect, they become equalities and so Jq is G*-perfect. Hence
Rp -> R'p, <- <5q is a G*-quasi-deformation. Now the proof can be completed easily. D
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R E M A R K 3.6. It is clear that for an fl-module M, C M * - d i m R M is greater than
gradeR M. So we can introduce an .R-module M, with the property that gradeR

M — CM* - dimR M, to be CM*-perfect. Similarly we can define CM*-quasi-deformation,
as a diagram R —•/?'<— Q of local homomorphism, with R -¥ R' flat and Q -> R! a
surjective homomorphism making R' into a CM*-perfect Q-module. This means that a
dimension can be introduced as

i n f ( c M ' - d i m 0 M ' - C M ' - d i m Q i ? / # ~> # <~ Q is a 1
I CM -quasi-deformation J

We leave it to the reader to check, using similar arguments, that all the expected
properties, parallel to those of the homological dimensions, are valid for this new dimen-
sion. If we denote this later dimension by CM"-dim, we obtain a sequence of inequalities

CM - dim* M ^ CM" - dim* M ^ CM* - dim* M < G* - dimR M.

So following the above argument, we can introduce CM**-perfect modules and so
another homological dimension can be obtained. Therefore we have the following sequence
of inequalities

CM - dim* M ^ • < CM" - dimR M ^ CM* - dimR M ^ G* - dimR M.

Summing up the results in sections two and three, we can state the sequence of
inequalities

Rfd« M ^ • • ^ CM, - dim* M ^ CM - dimfl M

< •••<CM*-dimf iM ^G*-dim f i M.

Note that all the middle terms, reflect the Cohen-Macaulay property of rings. Actually
we don't know if the displayed inequalities can be strict.
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