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rife, and still coming in.

The most telling lesson in the book is the story of the unique ocean hole fish Lucifuga
apelacotes. This fish can only live in the lenses of fresh water perched on tidal
updwellings of salt water in sink holes connected to the sea through eroded limestone.
The ecological balance is so delicate that the very discovery of the fish sealed its death
warrant. The action of scuba divers exploring the sink holes stirred up the water to such
an extent that by 1977 the fish was extinct in all but one hole (with 70 fish), only nine
years after it was first found.

A.S. CHEKE

Truelove Lowland, Devon Island, Canada: A High Arctic Ecosystem, edited
by L.C. Bliss. University of Alberta Press, $21 (incl. p&p).

This is a remarkable publication, for which its editor deserves unstinted praise. Under
the banner of the International Biological Programme he planned and directed a set of
33 integrated research projects, to analyse the dynamics of a high arctic ecosystem. Dr
Bliss is professor of botany at the University of Alberta and a lifelong arctic ecologist.
He collected a team of young enthusiasts, largely graduate students and post-doctoral
fellows, together with the enormous sum of $1.4m. (from government, oil companies
and other donors) that was needed to support them in the field from 1970 to 1974. Aided
by a few senior people, he worked with every group, keeping them in mutual touch,
helping them to achieve targets and finally get their work written up. The 37 papers and
8 appendices occupy 714 pages. Many present pioneer results that are too technical for
easy reading, but all are lucidly synthesised at the end, especially by Bliss himself,
D.W.W. Whitfield, J.K. Ryan and R.R. Riewe.

Truelove Lowland is a lush 44-sq-km oasis in the vast desert and semi-desert of the
Canadian polar archipelago. It is on the north coast of Devon Island at 754°N and is the
main feeding ground of a herd of 250 muskoxen. Such enclaves form only one per cent
of the country but they support virtually the whole of the terrestrial flora and fauna. In
the Arctic today commercial development can happen suddenly almost anywhere, and
that enormously increases the timeliness of what is, in effect, a circumpolar guide to
conservation management.

V.C. WYNNE-EDWARDS

Seal Cull, by John Lister Kaye. Penguin, 95p.
Let the Seals Live, by Sue Flint. Thule Press, £5.95.

The grey seal controversy which erupted in October 1978 and has become one of the
most important conservation issues of the decade deserved a comprehensive and
impartial account. Seal Cull is neither. It omits entirely the report of the Council for
Nature’s Grey Seal Group, set up in the wake of the aborted seal kill ~ the book was
compiled before this scientific evidence was available — and relies heavily on the
opinions of the ‘fisheries lobby’ (which the Council for Nature Grey Seals Group found
difficult to locate in any organised form despite thorough investigation). What should
have been emphasised to counter-balance the often muddled and conflicting official
government statements are the fundamental reasons for the decline in fish stocks, i.e.
overfishing by man, not the effects of grey seals on remaining stocks. The Government
could equally blame puffins and gulls for taking fish from the mouths of men. What the
author and the bureaucrats fail to realise is that most people would rather pay slightly
more for their fish while leaving the grey seals unscathed until more adequate research
reveals their real effects, if any, on fisheries.

One of the remarkable aspects of the grey seal controversy was the public’s
overwhelming reaction against the proposed killing of 900 adult breeding females and
their associated pups and 4000 moulted pups in Orkney and North Rona. Nowhere was
feeling as high as in the Orkneys, where the local people formed a group called ‘Selkie’
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