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(concluded from p. 22) 
'reason to expect that converging 
forces will work to protect and pro­
mote the gains of the last few years. 
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Responses to "Politcal Science at a 
Teaching College." 

Note: The following letter was sent to 
Thomas E. Mann, APSA Executive 
Director. 

Dear Tom: \ 
The anonymous article on political 

science in teaching colleges in the 
current issue of NEWS struck home to 
me. I read it on 1 May and then read 
Fred Hechinger's article in the Sunday 
New York Times of 2 May on the gypsy 
generation of academics. Both prob­
lems are serious and they are related. 
As we have more and more jobless 
professors, temptations for humane, 
but financially pressed administrators 
to increase workloads and to hire fac­
ulty on a part-time basis are likely to 
grow. The immediate effects on indi­
viduals are tragic, and the long range 
effect on colleges and on the various 
disciplines will be equally devastat­
ing. 

The Association may not be able to 
do much about the paucity of full-time 
jobs, but perhaps we can help with 
teaching loads. A few years ago I was 
not especially sympathetic to com­
plaints on this score. I have, however, 
become a convert to the need for re­
form. In part this conversion is due to 
a realization that what I did in my 
twenties, when I was at a teaching 
college, would not have been possible 
in later years. 

Moreover, in the last few years I've 
visited a half dozen college campuses 
where the teaching loads would kill a 
healthy elephant — if he or she took 
seriously the obligation to lecture and 
advise at a high level of expertise. 
Again, not only do the professors suf­
fer, but their students, despite heroic 
efforts, are often receiving less pro­
fessional instruction than they de­
serve — or for which their parents 
paid. No man or woman can, term 
after term, competently teach three 
or four different courses in scattered 
areas of the discipline. The literature 
is too vast, the ideas changing too 
rapidly. Brighter students surely re­
cognize some of the problems, and, 
though they may sympathize with par­
ticular professors, are not apt to be 
impressed with political science as a 
discipline — and so not apt to think of 
joining our ranks in the future. In the 

short run, we may not need recruits, 
but the long haul is another story. 

I think the Association should take 
official notice of the problem that 
Anonymous so ably outlines. Per­
haps, you or the president could ap­
point a committee to look into the 
matter and make recommendations 
that, if the Association approves, 
might help its members — and so it­
self — in " teaching col leges." This 
problem is important to the entire pro­
fession, and it is not likely to go away. 
Indeed, unless we do something, it is 
likely to grow. And it is not a problem 
that individual political scientists can 
do much about, or to whose solution 
individual institutions are likely to as­
sign high priority unless subjected to 
systematic pressure from political 
science as a profession. 

Peace and other good things, 
Walter F. Murphy McCoj-mick 

Professor of Jurisprudence 
Princeton University 

Dear Editor: 
The author of "Polit ical Science at 

a Teaching Col lege," who asked to 
remain anonymous, has made some 
good suggestions to alleviate teach­
ing loads at so-called teaching col­
leges. I have only one quest ion; is it 
really possible to teach political 
science, on no matter what level, 
without doing some research? I am a 
little bit sick and tired of making dis­
tinctions between teaching and re­
search institutions. Both teaching and 
research are onerous jobs but they 
are intertwined and one supports the 
other. More than that, many lazy pro­
fessors I have known have insisted 
that they were " teaching people or 
research people" and they didn't do a 
good job with either task. 

Arthur C. Banks, Jr. 
President 

Greater Hartford Community College 

Dear Editor: 
In January I will be teaching a spe­

cial course on Watergate. I would ap­
preciate receiving syllabi or other in­
formation from any instructors who 
have previously taught such a 
course. 

Don Ostrom 
Department of Political Science 

Gustavus Adolphus College 
St. Peter, Minnesota 56082 

(507)931-7437 

A Call for Essays, Features for t he NJhW; 
osi MtcFocompiiiteifs 

The Summer 1983 NEWS will focus on the adaptation and application of mi­
crocomputers for political science. Please send essays and descriptions of 
programs and their use in research, teaching and departmental administration 
to the NEWS/APSA, 1527 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20036. 

The Summer 1983 NEWS will complement the demonstrations and presen­
tations on microcomputers to be scheduled at the 1983 Annual [Vieeting of the 
APSA. Herbert F. Weisberg, Ohio State University is the Program Chairper­
son. 
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