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Principles of International Criminal Law, first published four years ago, has become a leading
textbook in the field. Already in its second German edition, Principles of International Crimi-
nal Law has also appeared in Spanish, Italian and Chinese translations. Now we welcome the
appearance of a new English edition, updated to take account of rapid developments in inter-
national criminal law.

The focus of the first edition has been retained. Principles of International Criminal Law
offers a systematic analysis of the general principles, sources and evolution of substantive
international criminal law, as well as a thorough discussion of specific international crimes.
The updated second edition examines the emerging case law of the International Criminal
Court and the most recent decisions rendered by the United Nations Tribunals for Yugoslavia
and Rwanda. This edition also presents a greatly expanded discussion of transitional justice
as well as a new chapter on the prosecution of international crimes in national and hybrid
courts.

The author’s thorough, systematic approach makes this volume a valuable textbook and
an indispensable reference work for anyone concerned with the development and practice of
international criminal law. A comprehensive index, an extensive table of cases, and a table of
statutes and international instruments enhance its user-friendliness.

Gerhard Werle is Professor of International Criminal Law at Humboldt-Universitét zu Berlin.
He has been a visiting professor at various universities worldwide, including Columbia Law
School, New York; Kansai University, Osaka; University of Sydney; University of Technology,
Sydney; University of Cape Town; and University of the Western Cape, Cape Town, where he
is Director of the South African-German Centre for Development Research and Criminal Jus-
tice. Professor Werle was a member of the Working Group on the Introduction of a Code of
Crimes Against International Law established by the German Federal Ministry of Justice and
is a member of the Expert Committee of the German Red Cross on International Humanitar-
ian Law. His works on international criminal law, transitional justice and modern legal history
have been published widely in many languages.
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