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As the author says in his preface, the book has much more the nature of a text-book or a 
hand-book than its predecessors such as Kerner-Marilaun's book mentioned above or C. E. P. 
Brooks' Climate through the Ages. It is therefore hardly the book for a beginner; but for anyone 
fairly well up in the earlier work it is a pleasure to read; for Schwarzbach has all the skill in mar­
shalling his facts which has given German scientific hand-books so great a reputation. 

Starting with two short chapters on the history of palaeoclimatology and the climate of the 
present time, the author gets down to a long and valuable summary of the methods used by 
palaeoclimatologists and of the kind of evidence, chiefly geological, which has to be used. This 
clears the way for the main part of the work-the story of the changes of climate in the history of 
the earth. 

His method of presentation is convenient: a section is devoted to each of the main geological 
formations; each section commences with a short account of the geology of the formation, which 
is followed by a discussion of the evidence for the climatic factors, temperature, humidity (rain­
fall and aridity), wind, etc.; and is then brought to a close with a survey (Gesamtbild) occupying 
only a few lines, seldom more than ten. The sections are so short that it is possible to read the 
longest in a sitting, so that one has the details in mind when one comes to the survey, which is 
what one usually wishes to remember. 

The book closes with a chapter on the theories which have been put forward in such profusion 
on the causes of the changes in climate; this occupies only 3 lout of 192 pages. The author gives 
in the preface the following explanation of this meagre allowance: "the chapter on the cause of the 
climate changes is relatively short because, interesting as this subject is, to-day we still build on 
quaking ground-the collection of observations and facts is the pressing need of palaeo­
climatology," and heads the chapter with a quotation from Goethe: "Sei. ruhig-es war nur 
gedacht." GEORGE C. SIMPSON 

OBSERVER'S HANDBOOK. Meteorological Office, Air Ministry. London, Her Majesty's 
Stationery Office, 1952. 216 pages, 42 plates, 30 diagrams. 12 shillings and 6 pence net. 

As quoted in the introduction, this book "sets out the details of observational procedure in 
accordance with international recommendations," and there is no doubt that this has been well 
achieved. To anyone wishing to set about the observation of any items concerning the weather in 
such a way as to make his data strictly comparable, not only among themselves but with data from 
other recognized authorities, this book is a necessity. Glaciologists should be particularly interested 
where the observation of snowfall is concerned, and this subject is discussed in considerable detail. 
On page 50 definition is given of granular snow and of the terms slight, moderate and heavy snowfall, 
which could be usefully circulated to observers in the B.G.S. Snow Survey. 

Chapter 6 deals with the State of the Ground and most certainly concerns the glaciologist. Two 
scales of code figures for recording the state of the ground run concurrently, one the Washington 
Scale and the other the Crop Weather Scale. The former, introduced on I January 1949, has 
apparently replaced the latter at normal climatological stations. This is most unfortunate for future 
study or research into this climatological element, because the same code figure is used for "ice, 
slush or firm or settled snow" so that only the observer himself will ever know with which his area 
was covered. The older code scale, retained at Crop Weather stations, may not have been faultless, 
but is certainly more explicit in its description and one feels that the Washington Conference 
might have formulated a more precise scale. 

On pages lIS and 117 details are given of the measurement of snowfall by rain gauges and its 
corresponding depth expressed as rainfall. The measurement of snow lying on the ground is also 
dealt with. 

The book is well printed, with good illustrations, and the format is excellent, complete with 
useful appendices and an index. D. L. CHAMPION 
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