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Half life of #C. In accordance with the decision of the Fifth Radiocarbon Dating Con-
ference, Cambridge, 1962, all dates published in this volume (as in previous volumes) are
based on the Libby value, 5570 = 30 yr, for the half life. This decision was reaffirmed
at the 9th International Conference on Radiocarbon Dating, Los Angeles/La Jolla, 1976.
Because of various uncertainties, when “C measurements are expressed as dates in years
BP the accuracy of the dates is limited, and refinements that take some but not all un-
certainties into account may be misleading. The mean of three recent determinations
of the half life, 5730 = 40 yr, (Nature, v 195, no. 4845, p 984, 1962), is regarded as the
best value presently available. Published dates in years BP, can be converted to this
basis by multiplying them by 1.03.

AD/BC Dates. In accordance with the decision of the Ninth Intcrnational Radiocarbon
Conference, Los Angeles and San Diego, 1976, the designation of AD/BC, obtained by
subtracting AD 1950 from conventional BP determinations is discontinued in Radio-
carbon. Authors or submitters may include calendar estimates as a comment, and report
these estimates as AD/BC, citing the specific calibration curve used to obtain the estimate.
Meaning of 3"C. In Volume 3, 1961, we endorsed the notation A (Lamont VIII, 1961)
for geochemical measurements of *C activity, corrected for isotopic fractionation in
samples and in the NBS oxalic-acid standard. The value of §"C that entered the calcu-
lation of A was defined by reference to Lamont VI, 1959, and was corrected for age.
This fact has been lost sight of, by editors as well as by authors, and recent papers have
used §“C as the observed deviation from the standard. At the New Zealand Radiocarbon
Dating Conference it was recommended to use §“C only for age-corrected samples. With-
out an age correction, the value should then be reported as percent of modern relative
to 0.95 NBS oxalic acid (Proceedings 8th Conference on Radiocarbon Dating, Welling-
ton, New Zealand, 1972). The Ninth International Radiocarbon Conference, Los Angeles
and San Diego, 1976, recommended that the reference standard, 0.95 times NBS oxalic
acid activity, be normalized to §*C = —19%,.

In several fields, however, age corrections are not possible. §'*C and A, uncorrected
for age, have been used extensively in oceanography, and are an integral part of models
and theories. For the present, therefore, we continue the editorial policy of using A no-
tations for samples not corrected for age.

Reprints. The minimum reprint order for each article will be 100 copies without
cover. No reprints will be furnished free of charge unless page charges are paid. The
cost of additional copies will, of course, be greater if the article is accompanied by
plates involving unusual expense. Copies will be furnished with a printed cover giving
the title, author, volume, page, and year, when specially ordered.

Page charges. Each institution sponsoring research reported in a technical paper or
a date list, will be asked to pay a charge of $80.00 per printed page, due when galley
proof is returned. Institutions or authors paying such charges will be entitled to 100
free reprints without covers. No charge will be made if the author indicates that his
institution is unable to pay them, and payment of page charges on an article will not
in any case be a condition for its acceptance.
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Missing issues will be replaced without charge only if claim is made within three
months (six months for India and Australia) after the publication date. Claim for
missing issues will not be honored if absence results from failure by the subscriber to
notify the Journal of an address change.
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