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OBITUARY

GEOFFREY CHARLES BRATT
1931-1977

On 16 October 1977 Australian lichenology suffered a major loss in the death of
Dr Geoffrey Charles Bratt. For many years he collected and studied the lichen
flora of Tasmania, distributing duplicates of his collections to Australian and
overseas institutions.

Geoff was born in Hobart, Tasmania, on 8 January 1931. He qualified for his
Bachelor of Science degree in applied chemistry (with honours) at the University
of Tasmania in 1952.

He joined the Electrolytic Zinc Corporation in January 1952 and worked in their
research laboratories for 3 years. He resigned from the company in March 1955
to enroll at the Imperial College of Science, University of London, as a Ph.D.
candidate.

« Geoff’s life-long interest in bushwalking and climbing led him to join the 1957-58

Imperial College Exploring Society Karakorum Expedition. The aim of this
expedition was to climb K2, the world’s second highest peak. This aim was not
fulfilled as time was lost on the march in, however they did climb K10. At this
time Geoff was a member of the British Glaciological Society and his interest in
this discipline prompted him to accept Eric Shipton’s invitation to join his forth-
coming expedition to Patagonia in 1958-59. It was on this expedition that Geoff
met Peter James and from that time on his interest in lichens developed. In mid-
1959 he returned to South America, this time as leader of the Imperial College
Exploration Society expedition to Apollo Bamba in the Peruvian Andes.

In 1959 he gained his doctorate and in November returned to Australia to
rejoin Electrolytic Zinc Corporation as a research chemist, and at the time of his
death was Senior Principle Research Officer in the Risdon Research Department.
His work has primarily been on physical chemical studies of the purification and
electro-deposition stages of zinc production.

Once settled back in Australia he immediately started investigating the lichen
flora of Tasmania. He incorporated a work room and herbarium into the large
house which he and his wife, Margaret, built in West Moonah. He collected exten-
sively on his many bushwalking trips throughout the remote parts of the state.

In 1959 Geoff become a fellow of the Royal Geographical Society and in 1965 he
received life membership of the Royal Society of Tasmania. On 29 May 1969 he
was appointed Honorary Research Associate in the Department of Botany at the
University of Tasmania and in this capacity he curated the Tasmanian Lichen
Herbarium.

In February-March 1971 Geoff was invited to join the U.S.N. Eltanin on an
expedition to Kerguelen Island in the south-west Indian Ocean to study lichens.
All of his collections from this expedition were returned to the Michigan State
University for determination.
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As a result of research into hydrometallurgical procedures to extract lead from
zing plant residues, he shared with Dr R. W. Pickering the 1971 Hofmann Prize for
extractive metallurgy presented at the International Lead Conference in Hamburg,
West Germany.

In 1974 he suffered a complete kidney collapse and although this prevented him
from further extensive field trips it enabled him to spend more time on his collec-
tions and his major publications on lichens have been written since then.

Several new lichen species have been based on Geoff Bratt’s collections, but only
one, Parmelia brattii collected on Mt Roy in the South Island of New Zealand,
bears his name. His lichen collection has been bequeathed to the Tasmanian
Herbarium (HO).
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R. B. Filson
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