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The d i s t inguish ing fea ture of th i s book l i e s in the thorough t r e a t 
m e n t of an a s s o r t m e n t of top ics which a r e only ment ioned o r even omi t t ed 
f rom the u s u a l g e n e r a l phys i c s t e x t s . The danger a lways inheren t in 
such a se lec t ion is that in i t s r andom spec ia l i za t ion it does not c a t e r 
for any one c l a s s of sc ien t i s t . However in th is c a s e , app rox ima te ly 
o n e - t h i r d of the c h a p t e r s a r e devoted to top ics which can be c o n s t r u e d 
a s be ing of d i r e c t i n t e r e s t to geophys i c i s t s . 

Among t h e s e migh t be ment ioned the sec t ions on grav i ty , e l a s t i c i t y , 
c o m p r e s i b i l i t y of so l ids and l iquids , s e i s m i c w a v e s , and s t a t i s t i c s of 
e r r o r s in m e a s u r e m e n t . Th i s l a t t e r chap te r , and those on un i t s and 
d i m e n s i o n s , c ap i l l a r i t y , k inet ic t heo ry , o s m o t i c p r e s s u r e , diffusion 
and v i s c o s i t y , a s a group have l e s s of a spec ia l i s t i n t e r e s t , and conta in 
m a n y in fo rma t ive p a r a g r a p h s not sugges ted by the book' s t i t le- A ca se 
in point i s the c o m p r e h e n s i v e sect ion on the p roduc t ion and m e a s u r e 
m e n t of high v a c u a . The chap t e r on un i t s and d imens ions is br ief , but 
p r o v i d e s s e v e r a l i n t e r e s t i n g e x a m p l e s on the me thod of d imens iona l 
a n a l y s i s . 

The m o s t w i d e s p r e a d u s e for the w o r k migh t well be a s a useful 
supp lemen t to r ead ing p rov ided by g e n e r a l t ex t s for advanced s tuden ts 
of p h y s i c s . 

P e t e r Schwerd t feger , McGill Un ive r s i ty 

E l é m e n t s d' h i s t o i r e des m a t h é m a t i q u e s , by N. Bourbak i . 
Col lec t ion " H i s t o i r e de la p e n s é e - IV" H e r m a n n , P a r i s 1960. 276 p a g e s . 
18 N F . 

M a t h e m a t i c i a n s wil l be p l e a s e d to have the h i s t o r i c a l no tes of the 
" E l é m e n t s de M a t h é m a t i q u e " co l lec ted in a s m a l l v o l u m e . In an a c c o m 
panying c i r c u l a r the p u b l i s h e r i n t r o d u c e s the work a s follows. " L e s 
données l e s p lus i m p o r t a n t e s de l ' h i s t o i r e des m a t h é m a t i q u e s r é v é l é e s 
p a r le p lus g rand m a t h é m a t i c i e n c o n t e m p o r a i n . C es ré f lex ions , qui 
n ' ont pas la p r é t e n t i o n de c o n s t i t u e r une h i s t o i r e comple t e des m a t h é 
m a t i q u e s , offrent aux m a t h é m a t i c i e n s et aux h i s t o r i e n s des s c i ences un 
t ab l eau r e m a r q u a b l e m e n t c l a i r de l1 h i s t o i r e et du déve loppement d' une 
p a r t i e des m a t h é m a t i q u e s . Le public cul t ivé y v e r r a c o m m e n t , depuis 
l e s Baby lon iens j u s q u ' à nos j o u r s , se sont a f f e r m i e s et amp l i f i ée s l e s 
no t ions de n o m b r e , d' e s p a c e , de r e l a t i o n s et de s t r u c t u r e . 

The book con ta ins a r e a l l y pene t r a t i ng study of the h i s t o r i c a l 
deve lopmen t of a n u m b e r of m a t h e m a t i c a l d i s c i p l i n e s ; not a "Hi s to ry of 
M a t h e m a t i c s " , r a t h e r a co l lec t ion of e s s a y s , in each of which "on r e t r a c e 
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