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The Society’s Essay Medal is presented annually to the winner of the Society’s essay medal
competition. The regulations are available on the SAHGB website, under 'Awards and
Grants” but may also be obtained from the Society’s Education officer: Dr Julian Holder
(English Heritage (North West), Suites 3.3 and 3.4, Canada House, 3 Chepstow Street,
Manchester M1 sFW; education@sahgb.org.uk). Previous recipients of the medal have been:
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DR ANN-MARIE AKEHURST teaches History of Art at the University of York. A Post-doctoral
Fellowship from the Paul Mellon Centre for British Art is currently enabling her to complete a
book on architecture and philanthropy in the eighteenth century. Her research interests include
Early Modern urban culture, the English country house, and vernacular architecture. She is
presently commencing a long-term project on the impact of early British colonialism in the
Mediterranean.

DR TIMOTHY BRITTAIN-CATLIN is the author of The English Parsonage in the Early Nineteenth Century
(Spire Books, 2008), and has written for The World of Interiors for more than twenty years. He is an
architect, and Senior Lecturer at the Kent School of Architecture, University of Kent. His most
recent project has been a monograph on Leonard Manasseh & Partners for RIBA Publishing, in
association with the Twentieth Century Society and English Heritage, to be published in October
2010.

DR MAARTEN DELBEKE is Associate Professor in the Department of Architecture and Urban
Planning, Ghent University. He leads the Vidi-research project The quest for the legitimacy of
architecture, 1750-1850 in the Art History department at Leiden University. He studied architecture
at the Department of Architecture and Urban Development at Ghent University (Belgium),
obtaining his Ph.D. in 2001. From 2001 to 2003, he was the Scott Opler Fellow in Architectural
History at Worcester College, Oxford, and in 2004 a visiting scholar at the Canadian Centre for
Architecture.

DR FREDIE FLORE is Lecturer in Architectural History at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam and post-
doctoral researcher at the Department of Architecture and Urban Planning, Ghent University. Her
PhD, examining the history of discourses on ‘good’ or ‘correct’ living in Belgium in the period
1945-58, will be published in 2010 by Leuven University Press. Her current research focuses on the
historiography of domestic architecture, home culture, the interior and design in the second half
of the twentieth century. She is co-convenor of the seventh conference of the International
Committee for Design History and Design Studies, Brussels 2070.

PROFESSOR VAUGHAN HART is Professor of Architecture and Head of the Department of Architecture
and Civil Engineering at the University of Bath. He is an architect with a Ph.D. in Architectural
History, and has written extensively on Early Modern architecture. His new monograph on Inigo
Jones will be published in Spring 2011 by Yale University Press.

PETER HOWELL was Senior Lecturer in the Department of Classics at Royal Holloway, University
of London. His teaching, spanning thirty-five years, covered art and architecture as well as
language and literature. His publications on nineteenth-century architecture include chapters on
‘Architecture, 1800-1914” in vol. vii of The History of the University of Oxford (Oxford, 2000).

JILL LEVER is past curator of the Drawings Collection at the Royal Institute of British Architects.
She is presently consultant to the drawings cataloguing project at Sir John Soane’s Museum,
London. Her publications include scholarly catalogues of the drawings at the RIBA, a catalogue of
the drawings by George Dance, senior and junior, in the collections of the Soane Museum (Oxford,
2003), and an online catalogue of the Museum’s Soane sketchbooks.
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Pennsylvania. He teaches the art of the Middle Ages, specializing in the sculpture, architecture,
and manuscripts of the Romanesque and Early Gothic periods, while also pursuing an interest in
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serving as consulting curator to an exhibition of incunabula for the Rosenbach Museum & Library,
and as a contributor to the installation of Romanesque sculpture and Gothic stained glass for the
Glencairn Museum.

DR CHRIS MIELE is an architectural historian and chartered town planner who specializes in heritage
matters. He is a Partner in the West End office of Montagu Evans LLP. His book on the United
Kingdom Supreme Court is to be published in 2010; he is currently working on a biography of
George Gilbert Scott.

ANNE-FRANCOISE MOREL is a Ph.D. candidate at the Department of Architecture and Urban
Planning at Ghent University. Her thesis, supervised by Maarten Delbeke, is entitled ‘The
construction of meaning in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century church architecture in England:
a study of consecration sermons’

RICHARD PEARS, a historian, is faculty librarian at Durham University Library. He is researching
the career of the Newcastle architect William Newton (1730-98) for a PhD at Newcastle University.
An article on two castles by Newton appeared in vol. 16 of the Georgian Group Journal (2008).

DR ROBIN SKINNER is Senior Lecturer at School of Architecture, Victoria University of Wellington,
where he teaches courses in history and Pacific architecture. His research and publications consider
issues relating to the architectural history of New Zealand. He is currently President of the Society
of Architectural Historians of Australia and New Zealand.
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