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The Natural History of the Gorilla by A.F. Dixson. Weidenfeld &
Nicholson, £16.50.

Two major traditions exist in writings about the gorilla, and indeed many animal species: on
the one hand the laboratory-based anatomical-physiological tradition, on the
other the behavioural-ecological one. In the case of the gorilla, names such as Raven and
Schultz come to mind in the first tradition, those of Schaller, Goodall (Alan) and Fossey
with the second. In the present work Alan Dixson has succeeded in bringing both
traditions together, a notable achievement. Interestingly, the insertion of a chapter
'How close to man?' between the chapter on 'Structure and Function' and that on
'Senses and Intelligence' raises an opportunity to link these three topics, but this has not
been attempted, the taxonomic question being largely related to structural features at
the chromosomal and biochemical levels. Again, the chapter on 'Senses and
Intelligence' comes before that on 'Behaviour and Ecology', and it would have been
interesting to see an attempt made to link these two.

In consequence, the work begins each new chapter ab initio, and the author eschews
sticking his neck out with new speculations. The result is a very readable, wide survey
of what is currently known about gorillas, of thoroughly careful scientific accuracy,
based on excellent and unbiased source material, some of it the results of the author's
own researches. This makes it a book to have on the shelf for reference to almost all
aspects of gorillas.

Chapter 8, 'Conservation or Extinction?' will be especially relevant to Oryx readers
Dixson points out that in 1979, 467 gorillas were held in 119 collections, and adds, 'If
zoos cooperate with each other, then this figure should be adequate for captive breeding
programmes and it is unnecessary, as well as undesirable, to obtain further stocks from
the wild'. In other words, Noahs of the 1980s, unite! Otherwise, as many have pointed
out, the gorilla, together with many other primate species, will become extinct within
the lifetime of younger readers of this excellent book.

VERNON REYNOLDS

The Birds of Oman, by Michael Gallagher and Martin W. Woodcock.
Quartet Books, £37.50.
Those who watch birds in Oman may legitimately be supposed to be wealthy enough to
be able to afford, if not a jeep, then at least an extra camel to enable them to carry this
fine new field guide, 28in x 22in, into the field. Since Meinertzhagen's Birds of Arabia
(1954) soared into the price stratosphere there has been a marked lacuna in the available
literature on Arabian birds, for most books on Palaearctic birds do not cover the whole
peninsula (although in practice they do cover the great majority of birds likely to be seen
in any part). So this excellent book, written by the ornithologist with by far the most
experience of the peninsula's birds and with every species illustrated by that sturdy
war-horse among bird artists, Martin Woodcock, will be welcomed by all.

The Sultanate of Oman occupies the eastern tip of Arabia and so has a number of
birds more properly belonging to the Indian avifauna, just as the opposite Yemeni
corner has some interesting African species. More is known about Oman than about
many parts of Arabia thanks to the many members of the RAF Ornithological Society
who have served for periods on Masirah Island, off the south-east coast. Besides useful
general introductory material, the author provides good descriptions of the birds and
their distribution as well as indications of birds that may well occur but have not yet
been reliably recorded. The paintings are excellent supplements to the text, with
superb colour reproduction, and will as usual be the first port of call for any
ornithological tyro trying to identify birds from this book. If the price barrier can be
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overcome - and the book is by no means overpriced compared with most bird books as
lavishly illustrated as this - and also the problem of how to use it in the desert, it will
become the ornithological bible for many future bird-watching visitors to Arabia.

RICHARD FITTER

Butterfly Watching by Paul Whalley. Severn House, £7.95.

This book provides a refreshing approach to capture the interest of both young and old
in our butterfly fauna. Throughout, it opens up avenues for the enquiring mind. The
author traces man's interest in butterflies, their position in the animal kingdom,
classification and nomenclature, characteristics of individual families, their life history,
habitats and behaviour. Assuming little or no knowledge his emphasis is on amateur
observation and he looks at Britain's species in the context of the European butterfly
fauna.

The differences in the habits and times of appearance of the British populations of the
limited number of species found in Britain is not always clear. For example, the text
refers to a spring brood of silver-washed fritillaries (which in Britain have only a
summer brood). The caption to the excellent photograph of the Apollo butterfly, the
only non-British species photographed, describes it as 'very rare in Britain', and for
some species the times of appearance are more akin to those experienced on the
continent. But the few inaccuracies should not diminish the value of the book, which is
not a field guide. The later part deals with practical field observation and has a few
pages, by Heather Angel, on butterfly photography. The chapter on conservation is
realistic also.

Heather Angel's photographs of butterflies in their natural setting are excellent, as
are Richard Lewington's drawings, which are realistic both for size and identification.
Not every species is illustrated. The appendices include a checklist of both trivial and
scientific names, food plants mentioned in the text (unfortunately without a
cross-reference), a few useful addresses for major societies and recording schemes,
further reading and projects for study (cross-referenced to the text). In short, a worthy
and stimulating book for the lay person.

ALAN KENNARD

International Zoo Yearbook, Vol.20, edited by P.J.S. Olney. Zoological
Society of London, £21 hardback, £18 paperback.
Whipsnade, Captive Breeding for Survival, by Elspeth Huxley. Collins,
£8.95.
Wildlife Conservation and the Modern Zoo, by Gordon Woodroffe. Saiga
Books, £8.50.

The International Zoo Yearbook has been an invaluable guide for everyone interested in
zoo conservation of species, and Volume 20 contains the Proceedings of the Third
World Conference on the Breeding of Endangered Species in Captivity which was
co-sponsored by the Zoological Society of San Diego and the Fauna Preservation
Society (as it was then known). The most notable aspect of the Conference was that it
did not merely consider the difficulties and opportunities for reproducing various
species, but addressed itself to some of the real problems surrounding the relatively new
role of zoos as a major conservation force. Papers centred on such topics as how to
maintain sufficiently large populations of adequate genetic diversity. Thoughtful
papers on demographic management and the deleterious effects of inbreeding were
followed by others on the establishment of breeding consortia, inter-zoo co-operation,
and one by Thomas E. Lovejoy posing the question - 'Which species will zoos have the
facility to save and which must be condemned to oblivion?' Finally in a brilliant paper,
William G. Conway, General Director of the New York Zoological Society, placed in
perspective the tasks ahead and compared the magnitude of our aspirations with the
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