
AN ICE "S TALAGMITE " 

THIS remarka ble accre tion of ice was photographed in .J une 1962 by M onsieur Henri Schnell 
of Spiez. It was found a short distance to the north of the Oschinen See above K andersteg, 
close to the poin t m a rked Bergli on the Landeska r te d el' Schweiz, 1:50,000 (.Jungfra u ) , 
No. 264 . It measured a pproximately 7 to 8 m. in height, a nd had a basal diameter of 5 m. 

Clearly this phenom enon can onl y occur ra rely. It is suggested that the conditions in this 
case were due to mild tempera tures since the beginning of the yea r followed by heavy snow
falls in March. Therea fter there were cold north winds a nd low tempera tures, which reduced 
to a trickle the Aow from a bove of the melt-water streams below the thick layer of snow. 
T his trickle fell drop by dro p and congealed into the curious stalagmitic shape shown in the 
photograph. T he Oschinen See lies in a frost hollow a nd this would proba bly have accent
ua ted the freez ing effec t of the north wind . 

The peak in the top right-hand corner is the Rothorn (3,297 m .), a m ember of the 
BlLimlisalp massif. 

Acknowledgement is m ade to Monsieur Schnell, a nd to the Editor of D ie Alpen [or pe r
mission to reproduce the photograph . 
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