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Genetics Research
INSTRUCTIONS FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Genetics Research is a key forum for original research on all aspects of genetics.
Building on the success and history of its previous incarnation, Genetical Research,
the journal has a publishing remit that provides comprehensive coverage of
subjects vital to the field, including: evolutionary and population genetics, genetics
of complex traits, quantitative and statistical genetics, bioinformatics, genomics,
molecular and developmental genetics, Evo—-Devo, conservation genetics and
environmental genetics. On the empirical side, papers reporting studies that have
broad implications using a range of organisms, from well-established genetic
model organisms (Drosophila, C. elegans, mice, Arabidopsis, zebrafish, Xenopus)
and agricultural species (rice, maize, wheat, cows, pigs, sheep, chickens) to humans
are encouraged. The breadth and quality of papers, reviews and book reviews
make the journal invaluable to professional geneticists, molecular biologists, plant
and animal breeders, and biologists involved in evolutionary, developmental and
conservational studies.

Categories of paper The Editors welcome original, creative, high-quality
contributions suitable for the journal’s international readership. There are no
page charges for papers published in Genetics Research, and no charges for
printing colour figures provided they are of high enough quality and scientifically
necessary.

Research papers are full-scale research studies that fit within the journal’s
scope. There is no page limit, however, papers should be as concise as clarity
permits. They should include a summary of up to 250 words, accompanied by
4-5 keywords.

Short papers are concisely written research reports for which rapid publication is
considered desirable. Papers in this category should not exceed four printed pages
of the journal, including a summary of no more than 100 words, and 4-5 keywords.
Short Papers will follow a streamlined schedule and will normally be published
within three months of submission. To meet this schedule, authors will be required
to make revisions with minimal delay.

Review papers are comprehensive scholarly reviews that summarise and critically
evaluate research in the addressed field and identify future implications. Review
Papers may be submitted or they may be invited by the editors. They should contain
no more than 5000 words (not including references, figures or tables), a summary
of up to 250 words, and 4-5 keywords. (Exceptions to the length limitation will be
considered by the editors if justified by the scope of the review.)

Originality and copyright To be published in Genetics Research, a manuscript
cannot have been published previously, nor can it be under review for publication
elsewhere. Papers with multiple authors are reviewed in the assumption that all
authors have contributed materially to the research report, have approved the
submitted manuscript and concur with its submission to Genetics Research. Authors
of papers published in the journal assign copyright to Cambridge University
Press, with certain rights reserved by the author. Before your manuscript can be
accepted for publication in the journal, the corresponding author must send the
signed Transfer of Copyright form to the following address: Genetics Research,
Journals Production, Cambridge University Press, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge
CB2 BS.

If you plan to include material that has been published elsewhere and/or is under
copyright of a third party, it is the authors’ responsibility to obtain permission to
re-use or reproduce this material in the paper and to include necessary credits in
the paper. When you submit your manuscript, please upload signed copies of any
permission agreements.

Online submission All manuscripts should be submitted online at http://www.
editorialmanager.com/genetics. Please ensure that your manuscript is uploaded in
the correct file formats and using the correct journal styles. These are described in
the Instructions for Contributors that can be found at www.journals.cambridge.
org/grh.

Manuscript preparation and style The 7itle Page should contain the full title of
the paper, the category under which the manuscript is submitted, the full names
and affiliations of all authors, a short title for the running headlines (limited to
50 characters), and an email address for the corresponding author.

The Summary should be an unstructured abstract. It must not exceed 250 words,
but it must provide the reader with a self-contained summary of the paper. It should
include a brief introduction to the paper, the method, the key findings and the
conclusions. A list of 4-5 keywords for indexing should follow the summary (not
words that are used in your article’s title).

The Body of the Manuscript should be broken into sections, such as the Introduction,
Material and Methods, Results, Discussion, Acknowledgements, Declaration of
Interest, Appendix, References. You should identify within the text where figures
and tables should be inserted.

The Acknowledgements should list sources of financial support (including grant
numbers) for all authors, credits for permission given for reproduction of third-
party material, and any other acknowledgements.

In the Declaration of Interest section, you must report any potential conflicts
of interest. Conflict of interest exists when an author has interests that might
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inappropriately influence his or her judgement, even if that judgement is not
influenced. Authors must disclose potentially conflicting interests so that others
can make judgements about such effects. Such disclosure will not preclude
publication, but it is necessary because of the potential of negative or positive
bias. Authors should err on the side of full disclosure and if, authors are uncertain
about what constitutes a relevant conflict, they should contact the editorial office.
If there are no conflicts of interest, the section heading should be entered followed
by ‘None.’.

The Appendices can be used to describe any additional material. You should use
a main heading in the style ‘Appendix A: A non-spatial deterministic model’.
Refer to appendices B, C etc. when there is more than one appendix. Figures, tables
and equations in the appendix should be numbered in the style Figure Al, A2,
Table Al, A2, Equation Al, A2 etc.

Figures, Tables and Equations All Figure files must be saved as TIFs, at
final size and at appropriate resolution (600-1200 dpi for artwork and 300 dpi
for photographs). Other file formats or figures ‘pasted’ into Word files are not
accepted. Colour figures should be saved in CMYK (not RGB). Colour figures are
published free of charge in Genetics Research, in both the online and the printed
versions of the article. 7ables should be placed in the main manuscript file at the
end of the document, not within the main text. Each table should be placed on a
separate page and its approximate position in the text must be indicated in the
typescript. Tables must be supplied in a modifiable format, not as graphics. Type
the table number and a short title at the top of the table, and place all the notes
at the foot of the table. Equations should be typed within the manuscript in an
editable format, aligned left, and each equation should be numbered. Ensure that
you type mathematical symbols, not letters, and use the correct fonts for all Greek,
Hebrew and script letters. The author must assume responsibility for the accuracy
of complex mathematical formulae submitted.
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Supplementary Material You must upload Supplementary Material at the same
time that you submit your manuscript. At the head of the first page, type ‘Genetics
Research’, the article title, the names of the authors, and then the relevant inclusions.
Although Supplementary Material is peer reviewed, it is not copyedited or
typeset and it is loaded onto the journal’s website exactly as supplied. Corrections
cannot be made to the Supplementary Material after acceptance of the
manuscript.

Ethical and Regulatory Guidelines Papers describing animal experiments must
indicate that the research was approved by a Review Committee, or clearly state
that the experiments were performed in accordance with accepted guidelines such
as ‘Guiding principles in the care and use of animals’ (DHEW Publications, NIH,
80-23) or the Helsinki Declaration guidelines.

Deposition of Sequences Manuscripts will only be accepted for publication in
Genetics Research on the understanding that protein and nucleic acid sequence
data are deposited in a suitable public database, and polymorphism data is
deposited in HGBASE. The corresponding accession numbers must be included
in the paper. Authors must be willing to distribute freely, for academic research,
any new strains, clones or antibodies that they describe. Papers describing protein
or nucleic acid sequences should indicate in which public databases the sequences
have been deposited.
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