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AS | WALKED DOWN NEW GRUB STREET

Memories of a Writing Life

Waliter Allen

A well-known British novelist and critic, Allen writes with warmth and wit of London of
the ’30s, first impressions of America as seed in the ’30s, and later revised impressions on
areturn visit in the *50s. He gives us vivid and often very funny memories of writers

such as Auden and MacNeice as well as considered portraits of many other writers,
including Desmond MacCarthy, Wyndham Lewis, Joyce Cary, and Lionel Trilling.
Entertaining and good-humored, Allen’s memories are a noteworthy contribution to our
understanding of an age.

““These. . .are an all-rounder’s recollections of people met and places visited in the course
of a writing lifetime. They are infused with the generous enthusiasm that is Walter Allen’s
hallmark as critic and commentator.’”’—Julian Symons, Times Literary Supplement

Cloth $15.00 284 pages Available

THE LITERARY PERSONA
Robert C. Elliott

Since the word persona entered the critical vocabulary, it has both revolutionized the
interpretation of literary texts and been abused and despised. Elliott uses the term to focus
his discussion of certain principles of literary criticism and to illuminate the work of
writers as diverse as Chaucer, Pope, Swift, Proust, and Isherwood. Dealing with this
concept in both historical and theoretical terms, he demonstrates unmistakably both the
critical value of persona-criticism and its necessary ambiguities.

Cloth  $15.00 (est.) 176 pages (est.) June

Now in paper—
THE MYSTERIES OF IDENTITY

A Theme in Modern Literature

Robert Langbaum

“Langbaum is clearly both a major critic and a major cultural historian, and The
Mysteries of Identity seems to me both a profound meditation on the modern self and a
directive for regaining contact with an underlying force that may reenergize and
reestablish identity.’’—James R. Kincaid, Virginia Quarterly Review

$9.50 (est.) 394 pages Available

THE VALUE OF THE INDIVIDUAL
Self and Circumstance in Autobiography
Karl Joachim Weintraub

““‘No one else writing about autobiography and individuality has anything like the
historian’s perspective Weintraub commands.”’—James Olney, New Republic

““This is a noble book in the great tradition of intellectual history.’”’—Arnaldo
Monmigliano, Journal of Theological Studies

$12.50 459 pages Available C] ®
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Critical Reading

e,
Theories of the Symbol N o

By TZVETAN TODOROY, translated by Catherine Porter. Focusing on the theories of
verbal symbolism, the well-known critic Tzvetan Todorov centers his book on what he
sees as a radical Lhange that occurred at the end of the 18th centurv when the classical
view of svmbols—which had dominated Western thinking for centuries—gave way to the .
romantic view. “An important book. .. . Todorov is, as usual, ahead of the game. *_Josué

V. Harari. $22.50 .’

Interpretive Conventions
The Reader in the Study of American Fiction
By STEVEN MAILLOUX. Concern with readers and reading has increased dramati-

callv over the past decade. There is talk of implied readers, informed readers, actual
readers, ideal readers, and narratees as well as other assorted reading audiences. This
new book provides an introduction to reader-response criticism, while developing the
author’s own specific reader-oriented approach to literature. $18.50

The Formal Principle of the Novel ‘

By AUSTIN M. WRIGHT. Manv critics today view the idea of formal unity in a novel as
irrelevant, or obsolete, or as an 1mp< .diment to unde rstanding the way in which literature
works. ()fienng a defense of unity in the novel, Austin erght—a novelist as well as
critic—here proposes and tests his own theory of form that is usable not only in the study
of traditional texts but with experimental works as well. $19.95

The Play of Faulklgr’s Language

By JOHN T. MATTHEWS. 1 know of no one who discusses Faulkner’s language with
Matthews’s skill and insight, and many of the provocative pomts are the result of his
Derridian perspective. The results of his study are innovative—at times dazzlingly
original—readings of Faulkner’s works. —-Edgar A. Drvden, University of Arizona.

Includes detailed readings of Mosquitoes. Flags in the Dust, The Sound and the Fury,
Absalom, Absalom!, The Hamlet and Go Down, Moses. $19.50

The Institution of Criticism

By PETER UWE HOHENDAHL. The West German radicals of the 1960s announced
the death of literature. For them literature both past and present, as well as conventional
discussions of literaryv issues, had lost its mednmg1 In this collection of essays, the
author explores the 1mp11< ations of this cultural crisis from a Marxist perspective and
attempts to define the tasks and responsibilities of criticism in advanced capitalist

societies. $10.50
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