
Cunning states her intentional use of the Dickinson Core
Vocabulary and the Essential Latin vocabulary as the bases for this
novella in order to ‘ensure that students who are reading this
novella are being exposed to high-frequency words in Latin
literature’. Given the timely publication of Keeline and Kirby’s
article, ‘Latin Vocabulary and Reading Latin: Challenges and
Opportunities,’ in TAPA on this very topic of core vocabulary,
Cunning’s rationale on vocabulary use is both sound and
supported through various data. Cunning has sufficiently
scaffolded the presentation of vocabulary in the novella for the
ease of the novice reader as well as the teacher who may use it in a
more structured way. Each page has footnotes for unfamiliar
vocabulary and/or illustrations that convey the meaning of
sentences that may not as readily be understood. The novella
has both a glossary as well as a dictionary in its last pages. The
glossary lists the lemmata of given lexemes for easier access to the
novice reader. The dictionary is more standard in its presentation
of Latin vocabulary by providing the principal parts of verbs and
nominative and genitive singular forms of nouns. There is frequent
repetition throughout the novella which adds to developing
understanding of the 146 words used throughout.

The centering of Atalanta in Atalanta Heroina follows the recent
emphasis on female narrative in classical literature, such as Circe by
Madeline Miller, Lavinia by Ursula K. Le Guin, and Stone Blind by
Natalie Haynes. Cunning has made the myth of Atalanta more
accessible to beginning Latin learners and therefore opened a door
for cultural discussions around gender and authority in the ancient
world as early as Latin 1. Cunning’s decision to begin the novella
with Atalanta’s birth instead of the footrace provides the space to
develop Atalanta as a person using comprehensible Latin that would
resonate with the student reader today. This novella could easily be
used in conjunction with theMetamorphoses’ account in upper-level
Latin courses in order to examine gender and identities expressed
through mythology as a reflection of social perspectives.
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The LACTOR series is
designed for students of
Ancient History at school and
at university. The Athenian
Empire (LACTOR 1) is highly
relevant to the Period Study
prescribed for the Greek com-
ponent of OCR’s Ancient
History A Level, and it also
has much to offer students of
the second depth study (The
Politics and Culture of Athens
c.460-399 BC).

There are no differences
between the content of this
new fifth edition and the

fourth edition of 2000. It offers a rich collection of primary
sources in translation, both inscriptions and literary sources, not
all of which are otherwise readily available in accessible
translation. These are interspersed with commentary by Robin
Osborne, and this is educationally most valuable since it invites
the development of those source evaluation skills which are so
important in A Level Ancient History.

The book includes some graphs indicating levels of tribute
payment, and a very useful collection of maps, which are more
relevant and readable than those in either the Penguin edition of
Thucydides or the OCR course book. The nine-page bibliography
is extensive, though, as it is unchanged since the previous edition, it
contains no entries published since 1999. Particularly useful to the
A Level student is a glossary and a very concise set of notes giving
the context of each author included, which would assist a
newcomer.

For the average A Level student, this book could be a valuable
but a challenging resource. There is far more material here than
is needed for a thorough grasp of the Athenian empire, and since
the scope of the book begins in earnest in the year 478, there
remains much to be learned for the Period Study which is not
covered here. The commentaries are generous, but they make no
concessions to the younger reader; for example, some knowledge
of Athenian currency is assumed. It would therefore be an
ambitious Sixth Form student indeed who had the time and
confidence to devote to a book with this level of detail. For more
advanced students, however, it is far more apt, particularly for
those with a specialist interest in the economic history of
Athens.

In practical application, for the purposes of A Level, The
Athenian Empire is more suitable in the hands of teachers than of
students. For the teacher it will be particularly welcome as a
repository of sources and other information which is not otherwise
easy to come by. A free digital version has also just been made
available, as for other LACTOR source books.
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